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tegd No. B.C.6 VOL XLV No. 984 QUETTA ‘Monday January 20, 2025 /Rajabul Murajjab 19, 1446
CM vows to '
keep youth
welfare
_projects on
~ priority -

Sl.-lﬂ' Report

aw e

QUETTA: At the invitstion
of Balochistan Chief Minister
‘| Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, children
.| from Sweet Home Islamabad
visited Quetta and met with
the Chief Minister at the
Chief Minister's Secretariat.
The children had lunch with
the Chief Minister and asked
Yuestions about various issues
related to Balochistan. b
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti wel- .|
comed the delegation and pro-
vided information about the
histerical and ¢urrent situa-
tion in Balochistan. He also
informed them about the pro- |
vincial government’s priori-
ties and welfare projects, |
including educational schol- .
arships, the Pink Sceoty H
Scheme for girls, and the
Skills Development Program
for youth.
Chairman -~ Swect Home
Islamabad Zamrud Khan,
Senator Dinesh Kumar, and!
Chief Secretary Balochistan
Shakece! Qadir Khan were,
‘also present at the mesting.
The Chief Minister appreci-
ated the children’s abilities
and praised their courage and
determination. He stated that y
institutions like Sweet Home'
are a shining example of
social welfare and hope for
society. During the event, the. 3
Chief Minister presented gifts.
to the children and expressed
his  best, wishes for -their. .
future. 3 SR
“The - children  expressed’
their happivess and heartfelt. =
Joy while paying tribute to the 5
Chief Minister's spirit. = -1

nu oy s e
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| PrOmoting Balochistan’s
industrial sector

Balochistan, rich in natural resources,
remains a stark example of a region with
vast potential yet limiled development.
Despite the recent commitment by Chief
Minister Mir Sorfaraz Bagti to prioritize
industrialization, the province has long,
faced a severe shortape of industrics, result-
ing in widespread unemployment and pov-
erty. Although Balochistan is abundant in
minerals such as copper, pold, and natural
Fns, ita people continue to strupyle to benefit

rom these resources. This discomnect is due
to a systemnic failure to convert resource
wealth into  economic  prosperity,  The
absence of industrial infrastructure, inade-
quate investment, and a challenging busi-
ness environment have significantly hin-
dered the growth of industries. This not
only deprives the province of vilal revenue
and job opportunities but also perpetuales a
“eyele of underdevelopment and depend-
ence. The consequences of this industrial
void are deeply felt across Balochistan. High
unemployment, particularly among, the
youth, has fueled social unrestand increased
migration. Poverty remains widespreud,
with many families unable to meet basic
needs. Morcover, Lhe luck of industrial nctiv-
ity has stunted skill development and lech-
nological advancement in the province. To
address this critical issue, a comprehensive
approach is necessary. First, the government
must fosler an environment comlucwo to

inclustrial growth by streamlining bureau-
cralic processes, improving, infrastructure,
and offering, incenlives Lo investors, Tlis
includes ensuring a relioble power supply,
enhancing, transportalion networks, and
addressing security concerns, Second, the
government must prioritize skill develop-
ment programs to equip the local workforee
with the capabilities required by modern
industrics, Investing in technical education
and  vocational  trining, will not  only {
improve employalality but also empower
the local population. Third, the government
should actively engape with both domestic
and international private sectors Lo attract
investment and technology. Public-private
partnerships can play o pivotal role indevel-
oping, and managing, industrial projects,
ensuring sustainable and equitable yrUWI.h :
Additionally, the government must prior-
itize transparency and accountability in all
dealings related to resource extraction and
industrial development. Ensuring that the
benefits of resource exploitation are fairly
distributed among; the local population is
essential to building trust and fostering .
long-term  development.  Chief Minister-
Bugti's pledge offers a glimmer of hope for
the future of industrialization in
Balochistan. However, transforming this
commitment into tangible results will
rixquire focused, sustained efforts. The suc-
cess of industrialization in the province
depends on the collaboration of the govern-
ment, private sector, and local communities.
Together, they canunlock Balochistan's vast
potential and pave the way for a more pros-
perous and equitable future for its people.
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‘Embracing Progress in Balochistan

The hopeful narrative articulated by Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti at Naukundi underscores a pivotal moment for Balochistan. The
convergence of policies aimed at investment, education, governance,
and local rights provides a framework through which the province can
transform. As the people of Balochistan stand with their government
and embrace a future built on cooperation, the possibility of economic
revival, social harmony, and lasting peace grows brighter. The deploy-
ment of resources, commitment to training, and a focus on legal trade
offer a roadmap for sustainable development that could redefine the
future of this resource-rich province. By turning the tide from conflict
to collaboration, Balochistan could emerge as a beacon of hope not ‘
just for Pakistan, but for the entire region. In a significant public gath-
ering at Naukundi, Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti delivered a pow-
erful, forward-looking message that encapsulates his vision for a pros-
perous Balachistan. Addressing the citizens, he emphasized the impor-
tance of unity and collaboration with the state, firmly stating, "State
comes first, nothing will be gained from futile war.” This assertion res-
onates deeply in a province often marred by discord and unrest. The

- clarity of vision from the Chief Minister reflects a hopeful shift
towards reconciliation and development, presenting an opportunity for
Balochistan's future to be built on peace rather than conflict. The Chief
Minister’s call for the people of Balochistan to stand with the state is a .
strategic plea to engage the populace in constructive activities that fos-
ter growth and employment. Understanding that the youth of today are
the backbone of any society, Mr. Bugti stated that "the future of youth

is linked to education and legal trade." Thus, directing the local youth’
away from illegal activities such as oil smuggling and towards legiti-
mate economic opportunities is essential. His policies recognize the
vital need for skills training to combat rising unemployment, high-
lighting that "focus on skills" is paramount.

Mr. Bugti's commitment to good governance is commendable. With
a firm stance against corruption, he stated that "no government job
will be sold," which sends a robust message about integrity in public
service. Meritocracv in iob allocation can serve as a game-changer in
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restoring trust in the provincial governance system, an aspect that has
long been undermined by allegations of nepotism and malpractice.
This commitment assures the people that transparency and accounta-
bility will be the cornerstones of employment initiatives. The Chief
Minister’s acknowledgment that "foreign investors are coming to
Balochistan” is particularly encouraging. His active engagement with
international firms, such as Barrick Gold, underscores an optimistic
outlook on investment opportunities in the region. During his visit to
the Reko Diq Copper Gold Project, he emphasized the significance of f
local rights over the resources. "The people of Chagai have the first )
right on Reko Dig," he stated, ensuring that the economic benefits of
such ventures directly reach the local comuuunities. This approach not
only strengthens the economic fabric of Chagai but also empowers the
Gitizens a sense of ownership over their resources, paving the way for
sustainable economic development. ( .

Financial commitments announced by the Chief Minister, including a

grant of Rs. 150 million for the Chagai District Council and funding
for essential medical supplies, reflect a proactive stance in addressing
the pressing needs of the community. These initiatives, along with the
promise of establishing a Danish Public School in Chagai, indicate a
long-term vision for human capital development in the region.
Investing in education is pivotal; it equips the youth with the tools
they need to thrive in 2 modern economy and reduces reliance on pre-

 carious employment options. Mr. Bugti aptly pointed out, the pathway
to development is contingent upon a collective effort. Pakistan is our
future, he asserted, urging the people to embrace thetr national identity |
while charting a course for local prosperity. Hisvision aligns with the |
government's broader aims of national integration and yegional stabili- |
ty, sending a message that unity is a prerequisite for progress. '
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