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Governor
Balochistan, US
Consul General

discuss bilateral ties

Staff Report

KARACHI Govemor of Balochistan Jaffer Khan Man-
‘dokhe hi ted the challenges of providing basic ser-
. vices to the province’s scattered population and empha- -
. sized the need for support and guidance from advanced
¢ nations and intérational organizations to strengthen Ba-
Jochistan’s infrastructure. He stressed that a strong focus -
. on quality education’ and scholars}ups for the. younger g
¢. generation could yield long-term positive results. :
- During his visit to the U.S. Consxﬂatcharac}uonFnday
. Govemor Mandokhel expressed his gratitude to the U.S. :
. Consul General Scott Urbomand the entire team for their
* ‘warmn'welcome. The mesting included discussions on Pa-
| kistan-US: relations; the regional political lindscape, and
. topics of mutual interest. The Governor was accompanied
I by Political Advisor Shehryar Khan Mandokhail, promi-
¥ nent lmsmessmanKamalNaserandokhaﬂ& Wali Khan
~ Mandokhail, On the occasion, Governor Mandokhel ex-
' solidarity with the U.S. Consul General regard- -
- 1ng the devastating wildfirés in Los Angeles, calling the -
- loss of lives, forests, and wildlife a tragedy for hurnanity. -
¢ Furthermore, he hlghllghted Balochistan’s potential as'a
. hub of natural resotirces and minerals, presenting lucra--
| tive opportunities for Américan investors & business pros
. fessionals, He underscored the importance of fostering, -
. positive, relations with intemational partners to- advance-
. development and ‘progress in the province. Speaking on |
¢ the security situation, Governor Mandokhail noted that
. while Balochistan shares long borders with Afghanistan
i and Iran, the law and order situation has blbluﬂumﬂy um-

i pmvedcmlpared to the past,
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- Home-made EO-1 Satellite to
usher in new era of progress: CM

Bugti condoles with Nayyar Bukhari on wife’s demise

Staff Report

QUETTA/ISLAMABAD:
Balochistan Chief Minister Mir

Sarfaraz Bugti congratulated the -
nation on the successful launch of.

Pakistan’s  indigenous Electro-
Opitical Satellite (EO-1).

. He also termed it a historic mile-
stone in the field of scierice and tech-
nology of Pakistan. In a message
issued here of Friday, he said that
this success 1s not only a manifesta- -
tion of the progress of Pakistan’s
space research but would also openaa
new chapter for nauogal de\,elop—
T SRR
The CM said that thanks to the
EO-1 satellite, important sectors like

‘agriculture, urban development,
environmental monitoring, and con-
servation of natural resources would

" be revolutionized across the country.

He said that the satellite could espe-
cially benefit the agricultural sector
of the country, including
Balochistan, as it would be helped in
improving crop monitoring, irriga-
tion planning, and production fore-
casting. These measures will play an
important role in food security and

.wclfarc of farmers in Balochlslan,

he ‘said. Bugti said that in view of
climate change, the EO-1 satellite
would be able to helpi in timely. man-
itoring and effectwc management of

. landslides. He also appreciated the

role of satellites in monitoring the

country’s natural resources, miner-
als, and water reserves and said that
this technology would create new
opportunities for development in
Pakistan, The CM said that this suc-
cess is the result of the hard work of
our scientists, engineers, and
national institutions who have taken
Pakistan to this important position.
He said that this launch is a big step

towards including Pakistar in the

“ranks of developed countries of the.

world under the national space pol-
icy. Bugti said that the Balochistan
government would use this success
_to its.full potential for the develop-
ment of the province and would ben-
efit from space technology in public
welfare projects. He said that this

- Meanwhile,

success reflects our national unity,
hard work, and commxtmcnt to
development.

The Chief Minister appealed to
the nation to be proud of this great
success and play their role for the
development of their country by
understanding their responsibilities.
CM Bugti visited
Bukhari House in Bhara Xahu,
Islamabad, to offer condolences to
Nayyar Bukhari, Secretary General

of Pakistan  Peoples  Party
Parliamentarians, on the passing of
his' wife. The Chief Minister

- expressed his- heartfelt - sympathy

and shared his grief with the famuly,
praying for their eternal peace and
the elevation of the deceased’s rank.
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Banning students’
political activities

The Balochistan government has imple-
mented a ban on political activities across
-all government-run educational institu-
tions in the province, following a directive
issued by the Balochistan High Court
(BHC). The court issued the order after con-
sidering a petition and called for discipli-
nary action against those found violating it.
The ban has triggered a vigorous debate
among student organizations, political par-
ties, and even religious groups, all express-
ing concern over its implications. While the

aim of creating an academic environment

free from distractions and disruptions is

understandable, the long-term effects of

such a ban careful consideration.
+ Supporters of the ban argue that student

! ‘involvement in political activities can dis-

, Tupt the academic calendar, sow division,
"and expose young people to extremist ide-

believe that educational insti-
" tutions should be focused exclusively on
academic learning and intellectual devel-
opment, without the influence of political
+agendas. Conversely, critics contend that
_political awareness and engagement are
crucial for the development of well-
‘rounded individuals. By curbing political
discourse, there is a risk of producing a
generation of politically disengaged citi-
zens who are ill-equipped to understand
and actively participate in democratic pro-
cesses, Historically, student movements
have played a significant role in shaping
,national debates and advocating for social
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and political change. Young people have
an innate curiosity about the world
around them, and an outright ban on
political activities may drive such discus-
sions underground, where they can be
more easily manipulated and radicalized.
Instead of imposing a blanket ban, a more
balanced approach is  required.
Educational institutions should prioritize
creating safe and inclusive spaces for
open, respectful political dialogue. This
could include organizing debates, invit-

ing political leaders to engage in discus-

sions, and supporting student-led initia-
tives aimed at addressing both local and
national issues. Moreover, schools should
place a strong emphasis on fostering criti-
cal thinking and media literacy. By equip-
ping students with the skills to analyze
information objectively, identify biases.
Additionally, it is esszntial to engage with

-student organizations and political par-

ties to better understand their concerns
and collaborate on finding solutions. By
involving all stakeholders in the process,
aframework can be developed thatstrikes
a balance between maintaining a condu-

cive learning environment and encourag-
ing political awareness and civic engage-
ment. While the intentions behind the
ban may be well-meaning, it is important
to consider the potential negative conse-
quences of restricting political activities
within educational institutions. By foster-
ing open dialogue, critical thinking, and
collaboration, we can ensure that students
become informed, engaged citizens while
also preserving an environment condu-

cive to learning and personal growth.
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