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Staff Repont

QUETTA: Beloghisian Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugh oo
Thursday said that converting lube
wells 10 solar energy would reduce
the expenses and problems of fanin-
ers which would develop
Agnculiure sud Livesiodk Sectors
*in the province. He said this while
" talking  to s delegation of
Zameendar  Action Comuniliee
(ZAC) Killa Saifullah led by the
provincial Ameer of Jamiat Ulema-
e-Islam (JUI-F) Maulana Abdul
Wasay called on him!  The
.- Zameendar Action Committee of
- Killa Saifullah apprised the Chief
" " Minister of Balochistan about their
i '; ymblemi being faced by them in
.,

the area.

The CM said that the problemns
of the agricultural professionals of
Balochistan are well-understood
saying that in this regagd, steps
Lave been taken 1o convert agricul-
tural wbe wells 1o solar energy for
# permancat solution 1o electricity
wssues. “We will take vigorous
steps 10 solve the problems of land-
owners”, be said, adding that agri-
culiure is the backbone of the econ-
omy of Balochistan. The CM maia-
tained that the welfare of farmers is
the top priority of the government,
transferring tube wells to solar
energy could help 1o reduce the
expenses and problems of farmers.
He said that the provision of mod-
ern facilities to farmers would be

ensured saying that a coordinated
policy is being formulated for pro-
gress  of  the  Agriculture
Department in the area. Meanwhile,
while addressing the gathering,
Bugi made a sigoificant break-
through ia resolving a long-stand-
ing couflict between the Musori
and Kalpar Hotkani tribes. The two
tibes had been embroiled in a
bloody feud for 15 years, resulting
in the loss of sround 10 lives.
During a peace Jirga attended by
Bugti, both parties entrusted him
with the authority to facilitate rec-
onciliation. The CM successfully
brokered a memorandum of unders
slandmg, marking a major mile-
stone in ending the enmity. The
occasion, members of both trihes

VOL X1V No. 981 ()Ul I'TA Friday lammrv 17, 707’ /Rajabul Murajjab 16, 14‘

Solansatlon of tube wells to
reduce expenses of farmers: CM

Bugti amicably resolves bloody conflict between two bloch tribes

|
|
r
i
i

-
B

bugged each other, bidding fare-
well to their longstanding feud.
Bugti emphasized the importance
of tribal brotherhood, unity, and
consensus in driving development
and prosperity in the region. He
siressed that lasting peace in
Balochistan can oaly be achieved
by ending tribal conflicts, high-
lighting that peace and harmony
are essential for progress.

The reconciliation effort was
widely appreciated by the partici-
pants. including tribal leaders and
social figures. They praised Bugti’s
efforts, describing his role as
exemplary in promoting peace and
brotherhood.

Bugu visited Sui and attended 2
neaca tiran af tha N,

an
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Balochistan
needs dams
AgnCulture is the backbone of

Balochistan’s economy, with approxi-
mately 70 percent of the population
directly or indirectly reliant on it for their
livelihood. However, the province faces a
significant challenge: its precipitation lev-
els are much lower than the national aver-
age. Apart from the four districts that ben-
efit from canal-based irrigation, most dis-
tricts in Balochistan depend on groundwa-
ter for farming. In response, previous
governments have focused on building
small and large dams to recharge ground-
water supplies. Despite these efforts, the
devastating rains of 2022 raised serious
concerns about the quality of dam con-
struction. Many dams were severely dam-
aged by the heavy downpours. Experts
suggest that technical flaws or the lack of
internationally recognized development
standards contributed to these failures.
They argue that the dams, which were
supposed to be the hope for residents in
Balochistan’s arid regions, were ineffective
due to poor management, substandard
construction, and a lack of research institu-
tions focused on rainfall patterns and dis-
aster risk reduction. Dams built without
adequate planning and proper protocols
are vulnerable to extreme weather events,
as seenin 2022. The torrential rains in 2022
resulted in the loss of valuable water that

A

pated: 11 JAN 2025 pageno. A |

L LR 72 R SR

B e

could have alleviated the province’s water
scarcity. In Qila Abdullah district alone, 38
dams were damaged. Additionally, over a
dozen dams were affected in Quetta,
while Khuzdar, Hub, Dera Bugti, Bela,
Kachhi, Chagai, Nushki, Harnai, Zhob,
Musa Khel, Duki, Surab, Kharan, Washuk,
Mastung, Kech, Kalat, and Kohlu districts
also suffered significant damage. These
events highlight the urgent need for better
dam construction practices. To prevent
further losses, authorities must. strictly
adhere to internationally recognized

standards in dam construction. Essential -

prerequisites like geophysical, geological,
and feasibility surveys must be conducted
to ensure that dams are built to withstand
the province’s challenging environment.
If the land’s lithology and the proposed
dam’s efficiency are not properly assessed,
any effort to build a dam will be in vain.
Moreover, it is crucial that the contractors
chosen to build dams are qualified and
competent. The .awarding of contracts
should not be influenced by political con-
nections or al relations, as incom-
petent builders can cost the nation billions.
Unfortunately, this kind of negligence
often leads to construction and
wasteful spending. Lastly, Balochistan
needs an updated system for predicting
rainfall and ing rainwater harvest-
ing. Currently, dams are often designed
based on outdated rainfall data, typically
from the previous decade. A modern
approach to water management and fore-
casting is vital for the region’s future.
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Shelter for Flood Victims
in Balochistan

The recent handover of keys to 250 newly constructed homes for flood
victims in Balochistan miarks a significant promise fulfilled in the wake of
one of the most devastating natural disasters to hit the region, The Kashmir
Orphan Relief Trust (KORT), a compassionate welfare organization, has set’
a remarkable precedent through its dedicated efforts to provide shelter and
restore dignity to the lives of those affected by the catastrophic floods of ..
2022. Under the auspices of the Chief Minister of Balochistan, Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti, this initiative underscores a vital step toward rebuilding
communities devastated by this tragedy, In August 2022, torrential rains
and subsequent floods rayaged Balochistan, leading to the loss of countless
lives and the destruction of vast stretches of land. Reports indicated that the
flood claimed not only 336 precious human lives but also decimated criti-
cal infrastructure worth a staggering Rs 500 hillion, A total of 190,000 - .
houses were left completely or partially destroyed, while extensive damage
to roads and bridges rendered many areas inaccessible, The agricultural
sector suffered grave losses, with 900,000 acres of fertile land affected and
500,000 livestock lost, This devastation posed a significant challenge for
the region, leaving countless families homeless and desperate for support.
In light of such unprecedented destruction, KORT's accomplishment of
constructing 250 homes across five districts Sohbatpur, Pishin, Qila
Saifullah, Mastung, and Quetta offers, hope to those who have endured
immense hardship, The initiative demonstrates not only a response to an
acute crisis but also a commitment to long-term rehabilitation, Chief
Minister Bugti's announcement that "not a single flood victim will remain
homeless in Balochistan" highlights the urgent need for comprehensive res-
cue and rehabilitation efforts and lays a foundation upon which lives can be
rebuilt.

The homes provided by KORT are not mere structures; they symbolize
renewed hope, a sense of community, and the promise of a more stable
t‘_uturo. Each unit features two rooms and a washroom, coupled with essen-
tial amenities such as electricity and water supply, Such provisions are fune
damental to restoring the sense of normaley that over 250 families so des-
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Centre’s slow assistance

worties Balochistan

CM distributes keys of newly built 250 homes in
Quetta, Mastung, Pishin, Killa Saifullah, and Sohbatpur

@ OUR CORRESPONDENT
QUETTA

Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti has ex-
pressed concern over delays
in the federal flood assis-
tance for flood survivors
and stressed the need for
immediate action.

He acknowledged the
remarkable efforts of the
Kashmir Orphan Relief Trust
(KORT) in providing support
to families affected by the
2022 catastrophe.

Speaking at an event
organised at the Chief
Minister’s Secretariat, he
emphasised the importance
of assisting disaster-stricken
individuals, calling it an act
of profound humanity. He
praised the KORT’s work

~as a source of hope and
inspiration,

The KORT has completed
the construction of 250
‘houses in flood-hit areas
‘across Quetta city, Mastung,
Pishin, Killa Saifullah, and
Sohbatpur,

““At the ceremony, keys
“to the newly built homes
‘were handed over to the af-

fected families, marking a
milestone in their journey
toward recovery.

During his speech, the
chief minister reiterated the
provincial government'’s

‘commitment to encourag-
ing organisations like the
KORT that were dedicated to
humanitarian service.

He acknowledged
efforts of the
Kashmir Orphan
Relief Trust in

programme within eight to
nine months through the
public-private partnership
model.

Drawing inspiration from
Sindh’s success in similar
projects under the guidance
of PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari, he expressed
optimism about replicat-
ing those achievements in
Balochistan. In a noteworthy
announcement, the chief
minister unveiled plans to
establish a large-scale facil-
- - ity for orphaned children in

providinglsupporiny 'Bal}{g‘pm fred B for

to families affected
by the 2022 floods

He expressed concem over
delays in the federal flood
victims assistance initiatives
and stressed the need for im-
mediate action to alleviate
the hardships faced by flood
survivors,

Highlighting the potential
for local solutions, Bugti pro-
posed that the Balochistan
government could complete
the federal flood recovery

the project and called on
philanthropists, govern-
ment officials, and public
representatives to support
the initiative, pledging his
own participation in this
charitable endeavor,
Reflecting on the spirit of
national solidarity, the chief
minister commended the
reciprocal support from the
people of Kashmir, who have
extended their assistance to
Balochistan during this chal-
lenging time,
He likened

it to

JWwas attended b
-notabIE

Balochistan’s earlier support
during the Kashmir earth-
quake, emphasising the
unity that binds the nation.

KORT Chairman Chaudhry
Muhammad Akhtar, speak-
ing at the event, elaborated
on the organisation’s con-
tinuing dedication to hu-
manitarian causes.

Certificates of apprecia-
tion were announced by the
chief minister to recognise
the contributions of do-
nors, volunteers, and other
supporters. The ceremony
several.
lgures! . frichid-f
ing provincial ministers, |
parliamentary secretaries, ,'
PPP leaders, and Quetta
Division Commissioner
Hamza Shafqaat. Souvenirs
were also presented to the
chief minister and other
dignitaries.

In his concluding re-
marks, the chief minister
reaffirmed his vision for a
progressive and prosper-
ous Balochistan, stating,
“Together, we are building a
stronger and brighter future
for our province.”
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DC inspects free medical camps

“i4itt, Déplity Commissioner Chaman, Habib
Bangulzai visited free medical camp organized by
Trust for Vaccines and Immunization (TVI) in the
district. The series of TVI's free medical camps con-
tinued for the second day in different union coun-
cils. Deputy Commissioner Bangulzai along Dr.
Ismat, TVI Coordinator Muhammad Ali Achakzai
and WHO Coordinator Dr. Asad inspected different
camps. He said that the aim of free medical camps
is to provide treatment and care to people in remote
areas of the district at their doorsteps. He said that
today, free medical camps were organized in Union
Council College, Union Council Sarki Talari and
Union Council Old Chaman. On this occasion, DC

. obtained detailed information about their treat-
ment and care from the patients present in the

| camp. APP
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