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~_CM for timely completion of
'PSDP projects for public welfare

Expresses concern on Sinjadi coal mine accident, orders
arrest of accused

VOL XLV No. 979 QUETTA Wednesday January 15, 2025 /Rajabul Murajjab 14,

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Tuesday directed the officers to
ensure full implementation of the
projects of PSDP made for public
welfore and Lo remain in constant
touch with the people.

He expressed these views while
chairing a review meeting on the
progress of the Public Sector
Development Program (PSDP) on

" Tuesday. The pace and quality of
ongoing development projects in
the provioce were discussed in
.detail during the meeting.

The mecting was attended by
provincial ministers Mir
Muhammad Sadiq Umrani, Mir
Shoaib Noshirwani, and Sardar
Kohiyar Khan Domki slong oth-
ers.  The -~ Department ' of

Development and Planning bricfed
the meeting on the physical and
financial progress of new and
ongoing development projects of
the current  financial  year.
Expressing strong anger over the
slowness and irresponsibility of
some departments in development
projects, Bugti said that delays in
development projects undermine
public trust and such an approach
1s unacceptable in any case, “We
have resolved 1o gradually reduce
the problems of the common man,
slowness in public interest pro-
Jects would not be tolerated, say-
ing that it is surprising that some
departments have not been able to
spend even a penny in 9 months”,
he remarked. He directed that all
officers should ensure the imple-

‘mentation of the government

vision and carry out the instruc-

tions related to public welfare with
full responsibility.

He said that he himsell would
write the ACR of all officers keep-
ing in mind the practical perfor-
mance, adding that there is no
doubt that the officers are talented
but the issue 15 about delcimina-
tion and commitgen). Hg said that
all projects would he completed
within the stipulated period, no
excuse would be accepted 1n this
regard, cmphasizing that for the
first. time in the history of
Balochistan, 80 percent of the
approved schemes have been made
part of the budget and the govera-
ment  has  resolved  that  the
resources of Balochistan be used
for the welfare of the common
man. :

Meanwhile; while presiding
over an important meeting of

Mines and Minerals Department
and representatives of mine own-
ers, CM Balochistan has expressed
serious concern regarding the
recent conl mine accidents and
dissatisfaction ‘with performance
of the Mines Department inspec- |
uon teams. He has directed the
arregt of those responsible for the
Sinjadi mine incident. The meet-
ing discussed the accidenis that
occurred during mining in the
province and their causes in detail.
The meeting was attended by
Provincial Minister for Finance
and Mineral Development Mir
Shoaib Noshirwani, Opposition

Leader n the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly Dr,
Ibadullah Khan, Principal

Secretary to  Chief Minister
Balochistan Babar Khan and other
concerned officials, g
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Adopting
renewable energy

Balochistan is currently grappling with a
severe power crisis that is significantly
affecting its economy, particularly the agri-
culture sector, which is the comerstone of
the province’s growth. The ongoing power
shortage has led to widespread conse-
quences, including food insecurity, rising
unemployment, and economic stagnation.
However, the province is endowed with
abundant renewable resources,
such as solar and wind power, which could
be harnessed to mitigate the power crisis
and stimulate economic recovery. The agri-
culture sector in Balochistan has been hit
hard by the power shortage, leading to
reduced crop yields, lower productivity,
and finandal losses for farmers. This
decline in agriculture, the primary source
of income for many in the region, hashad a
ripple effect throughout the economy.
Additionally, the power crisis has exacer-
bated water scarcity, as farmers rely on elec-
tric pumps for irrigation. A World Bank
study has recommended that Balochistan
tapinto its vast potential for variable renew-
able energy (VRE) to generate surplus elec-
tricity. This surplus could be exported to
other provinces or internationally, reducing

the region’s dependency on power imports.
“The

Balochistan Renewable  Energy

that existing

stabilize the grid, trade electridty at com-
petitive prices with neighboring countries,
and optimize the province’s annual supply
mix. Fortunately, Balochistan boasts
immense renewable energy potential.
province enjoys an average of 3,000 hours
of sunshine annually, making it an ideal
location for solar power generation.
Renewable energy could also serve as a
source of revenue for the province through
powerexports. The National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) has
already approved several renewable
energy projects in Balochistan, including
solar and wind power plants. However,
more efforts are needed to fully capitalize
on the province's renewable energy poten-
tial. To realize this potential, the govern-
ment must prioritize investments in renew-
able energy infrastructure, including trans-
mission lines, distribution networks, and
storage facilities. Policies and incentives
should also be introduced toencourage pri-
vate sector investment in renewable energy
projects. The power crisis in Balochistan is
a critical issue that requires urgent atten-
tion. Harnessing renewable energy offers a
sustainable solution to the crisis, while revi-
talizing the agriculture sector and driving
economic growth. We urge the govern-
ment to take concrete steps to invest in
renewable energy and unlock Balochistan's
vast potential for a sustainable future. The
conversion of agricultural tube wells to
solar energy should be fast-tracked asa key
measure to address the power challenges
faced by the agriculture sector.
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Protecting Balochistan's Forests & Wildlife

Balochistan possesses an ecological heritage that is not only a national
asset but also a global concern. The diverse wildlife and expansive forests
provide invaluable services that are critical to our planet's health.
Protecting these natural resources is not merely a duty; it is an obligation
we owe to future generations. With unified efforts from the government,
local communities, and conservationists, there exists the potential to cre-
ate a sustainable framework for protecting Balochistan's invaluable eco-
logical resources and ensuring the survival of its unique biodiversity. In

. doing so, we will not only preserve our natural environment but also cul-

tivate a lasting legacy for years to come. Balochistan is home to vast
forests and a variety of wildlife, some of which hold international signifi-
cance and are protected under various conservation laws. However, the
integrity of these natural resources is under threat, necessitating urgent
action to safeguard them, as emphasized by recent developments spear-
headed by Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti. During a cru-
cial meeting in Quetta, Chief Minister Bugti expressed grave concerns
regarding the poaching and reckless hunting of rare wildlife species found
in Balochistan. His directive for strict action against illegal poachers is a
crucial step toward conserving these endangered creatures and preserving
the delicate ecosystems they inhabit. Such decisive measures are essential
for placing Balochistan on the path toward ecological balance and sus-
tainability.

The forests and wildlife of Balochistan perform vital roles in the
province's ecological and economic health. They contribute to soil and

water conservation, support a diverse range of species, sequester carbon,

and offer immense value to local communities through timber, medicinal
plants, and ecotourism opportunities. However, as reported, illegal poach-
ing and habitat destruction threaten these invaluable resources. The recent

arrests of three government employees allegedly involved in illegal hunt-

ing activities underscore the urgency of the situation, highlighting the
need for robust enforcement mechanisms and accountability. Chief
Minister Bugti's call for a more effective approach to protecting the
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province's wildlife is commendable and essential for several reasons.
E irstly, many species unique to Balochistan are facing the risk of extinc-
tion due to habitat loss and unlawful hunting. The Markhor, the provincial
animal, is a prime example of wildlife that has faced significant popula-
tion declines due to poaching. Effective protection efforts will not only
help preserve these species but will also restore the balance within their
ecosystems, aiding in the overall environmental health of the region.
Formation of a monitoring committee comprising local tribes and elders,
as directed by the Chief Minister, signifies an inclusive approach to con-
servation. The collaboration between government bodies and local com-
munities is vital to fostering a sense of stewardship among those who
directly interact with these natural resources. Involving local communities
in conservation efforts ensures that protective measures arc more cultural-
ly sensitive and practically effective.

The role of local tribes and elders can be pivotal in deterring poaching.

Their traditional knowledge and decp-rooted connections to the land can
guide more effective management strategies. By empowering these stake-

holders, the government is not only taking a step toward sustainable con-
servation but also embracing a holistic framework that values both eco-
logical and socio-cultural dimensions. Addressing poaching requires more
than reactive measures; it also calls for proactive education and awareness
campaigns. Training local communities about the ecological importance
of their forests and wildlife can instill a sense of pride in preserving these
natural treasures. Schools and community organizations can implement
educational programs that emphasize the benefits of wildlife conservation
and the importance of protecting the region's biodiversity. Call for action
by Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti serves as an urgent reminder of the
ongoing threats facing Balochistan's forests and wildlife. The criminal
activities that compromise the province's natural beauty must be curbed
through strict enforcement of poaching laws, community involvement,

and education.
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Balochistan, Iran

gledge to continue
ilateral cooperation
‘CM Bugti

accepts Iranian
ambassador's
invite to visit
Tehran

@ SYED ALI SHAH
QUETTA

Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti held

//a meeting with Iran's

Ambassador to Pakistan,
Dr Reza Amiri Moghaddam,

|at the. Chief Minister's

Secretariat. The two lead-

| ers discussed enhancing

bilateral ties in trade, edu-
cation, culture, and social
development.

CM Bugti welcomed the

_Iranian delegation and

emphasised the histori-

“cal and close relations be-

tween Pakistan and Iran.

‘He/fioted’ the importance

of strengthening trade
and cultural ties, saying,
“Both nations have always
stood together in times of
need, and it is essential to
further solidify these rela-
tions,” he said.

Dr Moghaddam offered
to increase trade volumes,
provide educational schol-
arships, and collaborate
in technical education and
social development initia-
tives. CM Bugti expressed

| his commitment to resolv-

ing issues faced by traders |
and announced plans to |
enhance trade links and |
address border-related chal- |
lenges in partnership with
the federal government.
The CM assured Iranian |
traders of smooth opera- |
tions for legal trade con-
signments and proposed
appointing a liaison officer |

-:Opposition leader calls on CM

OUETTA. Opposition Leader in K-P Assembly, Dr
Ibadullah, called on Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti on Monday. They discussed in detail
the issues of mine workers, financial assistance to

| workers who died in accidents and other important
‘1ssues during the meeting. The chief minister,

while declaring the resolution of labour problems
as one of the priorities of his government, assured
that effective steps would be taken to protect work-
ers in the mining sector. He said that immediate
measures would be taken to provide financial assis-
tance to the families of the deceased workers and
modern safety steps could be adopted to prevent
.mining accidents, saying that necessary instruc-
tions have been issued in this regard. app

| Protection of wildlife ordered

from the Iraniart Consulate | ‘ouFrTa. Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti

to ensure effment coor- |
dination with provincial |
authorities. He welcomed
the ambassador’s offer of
scholarships, especially for
the Hazara community in
Quetta, and proposed col-
laboration to design effec-
tive programs.

Accepting an invitation
to visit Iran, CM Bugti an-
nounced plans for a del-
egation visit to further
strengthen cooperation.
He also praised the appoint-
ment of a Baloch governor,
in Iran’s Sistan region as a
positive development, The
meeting concluded with an
exchange of souvenirs and
a mutual commitment to
fostering stronger ties.

Pakistan and Iran share
deep historical, cultural,
and religious des, but their
relationship has faced chal-
lenges, particularly con-
cemmg the Ba.lochxstan

region,

on Monday chaired a review meeting of the Forest

{ Departmenit for the protection and sustainability

of rare forests and wildlife in the province. The
meeting was attended by Provindal Minister,

Mir Muhammad Sadiq Umrani, Chief Secretary
Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan, Secretary Pirkani
and other relevant officials. The meeting was
briefed by the Forest Department officials on

' the measures taken for the protection of forests

and wildlife. Addressing the meeting, the Chief
Minister directed to take measures for the protec-
tion of forests and wildlife effectively saying that
there are reports of the brutal killing of rare wild-
life in some areas, He said that some rare wildlife

is facing threat of extinction due to reckless illegal
hunting. The CM also directed that a committee
consisting of tribal elders and local tribes should be
formed for community monitoring for preventing
illegal hunting and safety of the wildlife, arp
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