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Bugti, Iranian envoy
vow to promote
bilateral ties

Staff Report

QUETTA: Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran Dr., :

Reza Amiri Mogqadam called on Balochistan Chief Minister

Mir Sarfaraz Bugti here on Monday and discussions were held -

on promoting trade, educational and cultural relations between
Pakistan and Iran during the meeting.

-Welcoming the Iranian delegation, the CM said that he val-
ued the centuries-old long-standing relations between
Pakistan and Iran, the two countries have always shared eath
other’s joys and sorrows. It is the nced of the hour to further
strengthen trade, cultural and social relations between the two

- countries, he said. Iranian Ambassador offered cooperation in
various fields of social development including increasing trade
volume, educational scholarships, and technical education.
The CM said that cxchange of delegations and trade relations
between Balochistan and Iran at different levels would be fur-
ther promoted saying that prevention of illegal smuggling,
effective measures could be taken for and a lasting solution to
be found to the problems being faced by traders.

He said that efforts would be made to resolve the problems
of the border adjacent to Balochistan in collaboration with the
central government so that facilities could be provided to the
traders, . .

The CM said that the establishment of law and order in the

areas would increase trade activitics and it could be possible to-

climinate smuggling. . S
In this regard, a meeting will also be held in Islamabad in
which representatives of the Chambers of Commerce will be
invited, he said. C .
The Chief Minister assured of facilities for Iranian traders
and said that no legal commercial container or truck would
face any kind of problems in Balochistan. For timely resolu-
_ lion of such problems, the Iranian Consulate should appoint
* its, a representative who will be in touch with the relevant
. authorities of the provincial government o assist the traders,
- he said. Iranian ambassador said that Iran is keen to start vari.
ous programs for Pakistani students, X
" He accepted the invitation to visit Iran at the invitation of
the Iranian Ambassador and said that he would soon visit Iran
with a delegation. 5 ! : . ;
* At the-end of the meeting, the two leaders reiterated their
" commitment to further promote . bilateral relations and
. exchanged souvenirs. - ; :
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Tragic coal
mine incidents

The recent tragic incident in Sanjidi coal
¢ mine area, where 12 coalminers lost their
lives due to a methane gas explosion, once
again underscores the perilous conditions
under which miners in Balochistan loil.
These recurring tragedies, marked by a
shocking disregard for human life, have
become an all-too-familiar occurrence in
the province's coalfields. Coal mining in
various parts of Balochistan is a source of
livelihood for people belonging to far-
flung areas of the province and even
‘neighbouring Afghanistan. Against this
backdrop, it is unfortunate that the miners
_continue to lose their precious lives in var-
ious accidents’ amid outdated mining
methods, ignorance or neglect of safety
instructions, and, above all, government
indifference. ~ Balochistan’s  Labour
Federation expresses dissatisfaction with
the government’s efforts. The Sanjidi indi-
dent, while particularly devastating, is far
from an isolated event. Poor infrastruc-
ture, a lack of essential safety equipment,
and inadequate ventilation systems are
endemic . in many coalmines across
: Balochistan. These hazardous conditions,
coupled with a desperate need for employ-
‘ment, force miners to risk their lives daily.
. The government’s response to these Lrag-
edies often falls short of addressing the
- root causes. Official statements of condo-

lence are issued, followed by promises of
investigations and improved safety meas-
ures. The lack of robust enforcement of
safety regulations and. the absence of
effective oversight mechanisms  have
allowed this deadly cycle of neglect and
exploitation to persist. The plight of coalm-
iners in Balochistan highlights a critical
social and economic issue. Poverty and
unemployment drive many into these
hazardous jobs, leaving them with little
choice but to accept the perilous working
conditions. While the mining industry
can contribute significantly to the prov-
ince’s economy, it must do so without sac-
rificing human lives. To prevent future
tragedies, the government must take deci-
sive action such as strengthening safety
regulations, implementing and rigorously
enforcing stringent safety regulations in
all coal mines. The authorities ought to
provide comprehensive salety training to
miners and conduct regular safety inspec-
tions. Empowerment of mine 1
unions to advocate for their rights and
improve working conditions is also.e
Moreover, create alternative employment
opportunities to reduce the dependence
on hazardous industries like coal mining,
The loss of 11 lives in Sanjidi is an undeni-
able tragedy. However, it should serve asa
wake-up call. The government and rele-
vant authorities must prioritize the safety .
and well-being of mine workers. Ignoring
this issue will not only continue to claim
innocent lives but also perpetuate a cycle
of poverty and despair in the region.
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Tragedies of Coal Mining’

The recent mining disaster in Balochistan, where two coal miners
lost their lives due to a mine collapse, is yet another grim reminder of
the inherent dangers that miners face daily in Pakistan's vast and per-
ilous coal mining industry. This tragic incident, coupled with the earli-
er catastrophe in the Sanjdi mine that trapped 12 miners, underscores
an ongoing crisis that calls for immediate action and reform to ensure
the safety of those who toil in these hazardous environments. On a
fateful Sunday, the Khost arca of Harnai district witnessed the cave-in
of a coal mine while eight workers were still inside, resulting in the
tragic death of Zzahid and Islahat. After a protracted 12-hour rescue
operation, their bodies were recovered. This incident did not occur in
isolation; it followed closely on the heels of a catastrophic explosion
in the Sanjdi mine on January 9, which had already claimed the lives
of 11 miners. Tragically, this pattern of disasters reveals not just a lack

of proper safety measures but also a systemic disregard for the lives of

miners who are often marginalized and under-protected. The Pakistan

Central Mines Labour Federation leaders have rightly condemned this
repeated loss of life, calling for the ratification of safety standards and
International Labour Organization (ILO) conventions that prioritize the
safety of workers. Their demand for awareness-raising programs high-
lights the need to educate miners about potential hazards and safety
protocols. The importance of such initiatives cannot be overstated, as
they equip workers with knowledge that can save lives. -
Recurring mining disasters in Balochistan highlight a glaring failure
on the part of the government to enforce safety regulations. In this lat-
est incident, no officials were reported to have visited the site in the
immediate aftermath, which raises serious questions about the commit-
ment of authorities to protect miners' lives. The absence of oversight
and enforcement of safety measures in the mining sector has led to a
scenario where companies often prioritize profits over human lives, a
trend that must be reversed if we are to prevent future tragedies. The

recent incidents also evoke the memory of the struggles faced by fami-
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lies of the victims. The miners who perished, predominantly from
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa's Shangla district and Swat, left behind grieving
families whose Joss is compounded by a lack of financial security. The
compensation offered is often meager and insufficient to support fami-
lies grappling with such sudden loss. This dire economic reality forces
many individuals into dangerous professions, as job opportunities are
limited, exacerbating their vulnerability to such tragedies.

As rescue efforts progressed at the Sanjdi coalfield, there was a sem-
blance of hope that those trapped could be saved; however, this hope
is easily overshadowed by the grim reality of the mining industry in
Pakistan. Continuous efforts must be made to improve working condi-
tions, implement strict safety regulations, and provide adequate train-

ing to miners. The government must work collaborativ ely with labor
groups to achieve these goals. The model must shift from reactive

measures taken post-disaster to.a proactive stance that prioritizes safe-
ty and worker rights. Tragic incidents in Balochistan serve as a critical
reminder of the urgent need for comprehensive reform in the mining
sector. The lives lost could potentially have been saved with proper
safety protocols, regular inspections, and a culture of accountability.
As a society, we owe it to these workers to demand change, honor
their sacrifices, and ensure that no family has to endure the heartbreak-
ing loss of a loved one in the depths of a coal mine again. Immediate

‘action is imperative to protect the lives of these vulnerable workers

who play an essential role in fueling Pakistan's economy. The time for

reform is long overdue.
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