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Mandokhel calls
“for improved
Interprovincial
cooperation
y Staff Report
KA.RA CHI: Governor Balochistan Jafar Khan Mandokhel has
emphasized the importance of interprovincial cooperation during
a historic summit of governors from all four provinces of Pakistan

held at the Gavernor's House Sindh in Karachi.
He stated that the role of cach governor extends beyond their

~Tespective provincial boundaries, “We are all integral parts of a

larger framework that necessitates collective ¢fforts 1o propel
Pakistan’s economic revolution,” he asserted. “From the Prime
Minister to the Chief Minister, we are all custodians of our nation’s
future.” Sindh Governor Kamran Khan Tessori, Punjab Governor
Sardar Salcem Haider Khan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi, and Gilgit-Baltistan Governor Syed Mehdi
Shah were also present at this inaugural All-Pakistan Governors

Summit. Governor Balochistan, Jafar Khan Mandokhel, further

stated, “We have gathered today at this historic summit to reaffirm
‘our commitment to sustainable development and prosperity for

- Pakistan. As governors, we bear the responsibility of navigating
the complexities of the challenges faced by our provinces” He '

highlighted the crucial role of cach governor as an important rep-

resentative of the federation within their respective provinces. “If

any issue arises anywhere," he explained, “we can effectively
address it throughjoint eflorts by raising it with the Prime Minister
of Pakistan.” He' emphasized the importance of leveraging each

other’s political vision and experience to monitor and accelerate .
the pace of development within federal institutions .across the ™
.provinces. “This summit marks a significant milestone in our

nation’s history,” be stated, “as we sharc our insights and collec-

“tively chart a united path forward.”

At the conclusion of this momentous summit, in a spirit of
cooperatian, the governors will present a set of joint recommenda-
tions to President of Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari and Prime Minister
of Pakistan Mian Shahbaz Sharif, outlining their shared vision for
a brighter future. This summit underscores their unwavering ded--
ication to the development and security of Pakistan and their reso-
lute determination to collaborate towards a prosperous future,
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~ Improveing
?infrastructure

Balochistan is a land of immense poten-

-Hial. Yet, beneath its rich tapestry of natural -

resourves lies a harsh reality, crumbling
infrastructure that cripples the lives of its
citizens, The provincial government’s strug-
gleto effectively address this issue is a cause
for serious concern. Quetta, the provincial
capital, presents a microcosm of the wider
problem. Potholed roads snake through the
city, hindering movement and business.
Erratic electricity supply disrupts daily rou-
tines and stifles economic activity. The
specter of water scarcity looms large, a con-
stant reminder of inadequate water man-
agemnent systemns. Quetta city is the largest
zity of the province but its roads are in dilap-
idated condition, traffic issue has worsened,
sewerage lines are choked and garbage
dumping process has become completely
obsolete.  These issues are not «new.
Successive governments have unveiled
grand plans and lofty promises. Yet, tangi-
ble progress remains elusive. Projects are
often plagued by delays, bureaucratic hur-
dles, and allegations of mismanagement.
The optics of neglecting basic infrastructure
while pursuing vanity projects further
erode public trust. The consequences of this
inaction are farreaching. It discourages

‘investment, hindering economic growth

and job creation. It limits access to essential

\

AL
B :-\\J{

Dated: 1.3 _JAN 2097 Page No

0-1 §

cwlcula.lzs“_smw%‘

Dy s~

fuels frustration and a sense of neglect
amonyg the people of Balochistan. The path
forward demands wa paradigm shift.
Balochistan needs a comprehensive infra-
structure development plan, not piecemeal
projects. Transparency and accountability
in project execution are paramount.
Engaging the private sector through Public-
Private Partnerships (PPPs) can unlock
much-needed investment. Furthermore, the
focus must extend beyord Quetta.
Balochistan’s smaller cities and rural areas
deserve equal attention. Upgrading the road
network, improving water management
systems, and ensuring reliable electricity
supply across the province are crudal steps.
The potential benefits of addressing these
issues are immense. A robust infrastructure
network would unlock Balochistan's eco-
nomic potential, creating jobs and attracting
investment. . The time for rhetoric is over.
Balochistan’s  government must - demon-

strate a genuine commitment to infrastrue- -

ture development The future prosperity
and well-being of the province hinge on
addressing this critical challenge. Only then
can Balochistan’s dreams be built on a solid
foundation, not on the crumbling remains of
unfulfilled promises. Now it is an opportu-
nity for the incumbent Balochistan govern-
ment led by Mir Sarfaraz Bugti and his cabi-
net to exhibit their talent and strive hard to
improve the condition of Quetta city as well
as other cities of the province. The misuse of
funds and mismanagement should be
stopped as people of the province could

! services like education and healthcare. It

afford this thing anymore.
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Investment in infrastructure that facilitates timely medical care
is a moral and practical imperative.
The Sanjidi mine disaster is a grim reminder of the human
cost associated with the mining industry in Balochistan. This
incident, like many others, raises alarms about the safety condi-
tions within mines across the province. Reports suggest that
basic safety measures, such as proper ventilation systems to
prevent dangerous gas build-up, are often absent. The mining
infrastructure is outdated, and rescue operations are poorly
coordinated, leading to tragic outcomes that could be avoided.
The mine workers, often from impoverished families, have little
choice but to work in these hazardous conditions. They face the
daily threat of accidents, health hazards from dust and exposure
to toxic substances, and a lack of basic rights and protections.
The absence of strong labor unions has further exacerbated
their vulnerability. For many, the tragic fate of miners is not
merely a news headline but a reality of life one where their
contributions are exploited and their lives undervalued.
Balochistan is home to some of the largest mineral deposits in .
Pakistan. The Reko Diq copper-gold project is a prominent
example, touted to hold one of the largest undeveloped copper-
gold deposits globally. Similarly, the province has significant
deposits of limestone, which are crucial for cement production,
and coal reserves that are vital for energy generation. With the
right management and investment, these resources could cat-
alyze economic development, create thousands of jobs, and pro-
vide energy security not just for Balochistan but for the entire
nation. 4
Extraction of these resources has often been plagued by cor-
ruption, mismanagement, and substandard practices. Local
~ communities have freq' ntly been sidelined, and profits do not
- trickle down to the peo : whose lands are being exploited.
Instead, the coal and muneral wealth has primarily enriched a
few mine owners and corrupt officials, perpetuating a cycle of
‘poverty and inequality in the region. Balochistan, enriched with
. an abundance of natural resources, is a paradox of wealth and
poverty. It is endowed with vast deposits of minerals, including
coal, copper, gold, and natural gas, yet it remains one of the
- most underdeveloped an ' marginalized areas in Pakistan. The
- recent collapse of the Sanjidi coal mine, which left one. miner
- dead and eleven others trapped, starkly illustrates the perilous :
_conditions under which workers operate in this region. Beyond ‘ ;
the individual tragedies, such incidents highlight a systemic ;
Issue that prioritizes profits over human lives and the urgent
need for reform in Balochistan's mining sector. |
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https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

