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Neglected health |
sector

The poor state of the healthcare sys-

“tem in Balochistan, the largest and

richest province of Pakistan is pathetic
despite the claims of government and
authorilies concerned, Despite its
abundant natural resources, including
gas, coal, and minerals, the province’s
health infrastructure is in a dismal
state. The healthcare system in
Balochistan is plagued by numerous
issues, including inadequate hospital
facilities, lack of cleanliness and
hygiene, non-functional toilets and
inadequate sanitation, a shortage of
qualified medical staff and equipment,
and -inaccessibility to basic healthcare
services, particularly in rural areas.
The condition of district headquarters
hospitals is more dismal. The hospitals
in districts lack all basic facilities,
including that of operation theaters,
surgeons, City Skin and MRI machines,
The people for a minor treatment rush
to Quetta city. Owing to lack of basic
facilities in~ district hospitals the

-Mother Mortality and Infant Mortality

rates are very high in Balochistan. The

“hospitals lack proper laborites -and
‘medicines despite allocation of a lofty
- budget for the health sector every year.
- Undoubtedly, this situation is unaccep-
i table and demands immediate atten-’
‘tion. A well-functioning healthcare
- system is essential for saving lives and
. ensuring the well-being of the people
i of Balochistan. It is essential that the
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government ought to take swift and

decisive action to address these issues
and improve the healthcare infras .
ture in the province. The governinent
must allocate the necessary funds and
resources to upgrade hospital facilities
and equipment, improve sanitation
and hygiene standards, recruit quali-
fied medical staff, and enhance access

to healthcare services in rural areas.
The government, besides ensuring all .

basic facilities in government- run hos-
pitals in Quetta city, the hospitals in
districts also need strong attention
from’the government so that people
could get timely healthcare treatment,
which would help reduce burden in
government hospitals in Quetta city.
The government must functionalize
dialysis machines in district hospitals
and ensure miner and general surger-
ies in districts. It is possible when the
deployment of dedicated surgeons is
ensured in district hospitals and the
authorities concerned need to monitor
this process for achieving the desired

results. Health sector is a very impor-

tant sector and compromising with
this sector would be a great disservice
to the masses that pay taxes.

It is hoped that the government will
seriously take measures and work
towards providing quality healthcare to

the people of Balochistan as tangible ;

improvements in the healthcare system
will have a positive impact on the lives
of the people of Balochistan. Having
basic facilities is the right of every citi-
zen and hopefully the government in
province and centre will play their con-
stitutional role. © | St
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