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Scourge of highway
‘closure

The recent announcement by the Jamiat
Ulema Islam of a wheel jam strike across
Balochistan to protest alleged rigging in
by-elections on Quetta PB-45 highlights a
recurring and deeply concerning issue:
the frequent closure of highways by polit-
ical parties, religious groups, and civil
society organizations. While the right to
protest is fundamental, the indiscrimi-
nate closure of vital transportation routes
inflicts immense hardship on the general
public, severely impacting the province’s
economy and social fabric.

The closure of highways has become a
disturbingly common tactic employed by
various groups to register their griev-
ances, from political protests to the des-
perate pleas of families of missing per-
sons. The plight of families seeking justice
for their missing loved ones is undoubt-
edly tragic and demands urgent atten-
tion. However, resorting to highway clo-
sures as a means of protest inflicts collec-
tive punishment on innocent citizens,
including those who may sympathize
with their cause.

The impact of these closures is far-
reaching. Passengers are stranded, busi-
nesses suffer losses due to disrupted sup-
ply chains, and the movement of essential
goods and services is severely hampered.
Moreover, these closures create a climate
of uncertainty and fear, discouraging
investment and hindering the province’s

| Dated1 U jJ Af 1' ZU Z\F
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economic development. In cold weather,
closure of Quetta - Karachi highway for
hours pose a serious threat to passengers
lravelling through buses and vegans.

Undoubtedly, the government bears a
significant responsibility in addressing
this issue. It must firmly and unequivo-
cally condemn all instances of highway
closures, regardless of the cause. Robust
legal frameworks must be in place to deter
such actions and ensure swift and appro-
priate consequences for those who violate
these laws.

Furthermore, the government must
proactively engage with concerned
groups to find peaceful and constructive
solutions to their grievances. In the case of
families of missing persons, the govern-
ment has a moral and legal obligation to
conduct thorough investigations and pro-
vide timely and transparent updates on
the status of missing individuals.

The presence of numerous security
checkpoints along Balochistan’s high-
ways also contributes to traffic congestion
and delays. While security concerns are
understandable, the government must
strive to minimize the impact of these
checkpoints on the free flow of traffic.

The frequent closure of highways in
Balochistan is a serious impediment to
the province’s progress and a grave injus-
tice to its citizens. The government must
take decisive action to prevent these clo-
sures, uphold the rule of law, and address
the underlying grievances that fuel such
protests. Only then can Balochistan truly
thrive and its people enjoy the freedoms
and prosperity they deserve.
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I'T, Al & Digital
.conomyin Balochistan

The integration of IT, Al and the digital economy including
-marketing and e-commerce into Balochistan's socioeconom-
» fabric is not merely a technological goal; it is a vital strate-
y for empowerment, growth, and sustainability. By harness-
1g these technologies, Balochistan can transform its chal-

snges into opportunities. The collaborative efforts of policy-

nakers, educators, and entrepreneurs are essential in investing
n the region's future, ensuring that Balochistan capitalizes on
ts rich potential for the benefit of its people. The journey
towards a.digital economy is not just about modernization; it
is about fostering a vibrant, equitable, and resilient community
that values its rich past while boldly forging a prosperous
future. By embracing IT, Al, and all facets.of the digital econ-
omy, Balochistan can secure its rightful place in the global
landscape. Balochistan, despite its potential, the region has
often lagged in economic development and technological
advancement. As we progress further into the 21st century, the
significance of Information Technology (IT), Artificial
Intelligence (Al), and the digital economy-particularly e-mar-
keting and e-commerce-cannot be overstated. These elements
can serve as catalysts for accelerated societal transformation,
economic growth, and improved quality of life for the resi-
dents of Balochistan. Access to technology is the critical
equalizer in modern society. Balochistan faces educational and
employment challenges that can be addressed through the inte-
gration of IT. E-learning platforms can revolutionize educa-
tion, allowing students from remote areas to access quality
resources and connect with educators beyond geographical
barriers. Equipping the youth of Balochistan with digital skills
is vital for workforce development. By establishing tech hubs
and training institutes focused on IT and digital marketing,
young people can gain expertise in e-commerce, coding, and

data analysis, This training will not only create job opportuni-

ties in local markets but also enable Balochistan to tap into the
expanding global digital economy, particularly in outsourcing
and online services.

The concegt of a digital economy extends beyond traditional
commerce. E-commerce and e-marketing can radically alter

Balochistan's economic landscape. Increasing internet penetra-
tion nrovides a uniaue onnartunitv for local husinesses tn

ey
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