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Chie Minu(cr cxpre;scd
-happiness ‘over the victory of,
Sarwal Fatima  in South “Asian,
B‘d“"’m Chumpion and invited
her: 10 “the , Chief " Minister:
Secrm"ﬂt The Chief - Minister

1o Malaysia for further training. ..

,_rr_J rur U.M,J Lg{_@:/-{s’.:f..uuégfi ezl

Tand afﬁrmed that she would be sent

He expressed his best wishes for
her and assured all possible sup-
‘port from the Balochistan govern-
‘ment,

“The Chxef ‘Minister .said that
Sarwat Fatima ic 2 taleated danch-

tional expenses. .

-~ He cmplusnzed that the empow-
erment of girfs is a top priority of
the incumbent government, which
will continue efforts to provide full
support to the youth of Balochistan
to exhibit their abilities to the

world. Furthermore, the govern-

Chief Minister for his encourage- |- _
‘ment and said thatthe Balochistan’s
girls need to move ahead proving
their menle in both educmon md
sports.”™" - !

Sarwat Fumm also umnknd
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
for his support and encouragement.’
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QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister
Champion. Advisor to the Chief Minis!

VOL XLV No. 971 QUETTA Tuesday January 07, 2025 /Rajabul Murajjab 06, 1446

Mir Sarfraz Bugti presenting shield to Sarwat Fatima on retaining South Asian Badminton
ter for Sports and Youth Affairs Meena Majeed Baloch also present on the occasion.

CM awards Rs 0.5m to Sarwat
Fatlma, assures all

Pledges govt to provide maximum facilities to players

1 Stafl Report

QUETTA: The Ba.locblslnn Chiefl
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugli on
Monday facililated Sarwat Fatima
on retaining the South Asian
Badminton Champion, and praised
her achievements at both national
-. and international levels at the age
¢ .ofj2yenrs o

7 The Chief Minister expressed

~his happiness over the victory of

" Sarwat Fatima - in South ' Asian,
i;:dmm\on Champion and invited
T -to .the ' Chiel - Minister

Secretarial. The: Chiel Minister

while welcoming Sarwat Fatima, at
the CM’s secretariat, commended
her talent and congratulated on her
multiple victorics at national and
intesnational level

The chief minister on the occa-
sion also announced a cash prize of
Rs 0.5 million for Sarwat Fatima

and affirmed that she would be seut

to Malaysia for further training.
He expressed his best wishes for
her and assured all possible sup-
port from the Balochistan govern-
ment.

The Chief M’lmsler said that
Sarwat Fatimaien tnlantad danoh.

ter of Balochistan who has brought
laurels to the province by achiev-
ing so many crowns at such a
young age. Sarfraz Bugti also
offered that Sarwat Fatimz can
pursue her education at any insti-
tution, as the government of
Balochistan will cover her educa-
tional expenses.

- He cmphlsucd that the empov.-

- ermcnt of girls is a top priority of

the incumbent government, which
will continue efforts to provide full

_ support to the youth of Balochistan

to exhibit their abiliues to the

world. Furthermore, the govern-

possible support

ment would create maximum
opportunities and provide facilities
to the players and young people for
representing the country.

On this occasion, Advisor to the |
Chief Minister for Sports and
Youth Affairs Meena Majeed
Baloch expressed gratitude to the
Chief Minister for his encourage-
mentand said that the Balochistan’s
girls need to move nhead proving '
their mettle in both education and
sports. : ;

Sarwat Fatima also thanked
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
for his support and encouragement.
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inskill development proprams tailored spe-

Empowerlng Youth cifically to the needs of Balochistan's young

with skills

Pakistan, a nation filled with youthful
energy, faces the challenge of harnessing
this potential to drive economic growth and
social progress. Witha significant portion of

the population under 30, the country has a
unique opportunity lo invest in ils youth

|. and create a prosperous future. However,

“the lack of cquality education, limited
employment  opportunities, and an

{ unfriendly envirorument for innovation has

led to disillusionment among young peo-
ple. A key issue exacerbating this is the ris-

. ing brain dmin, where talented individuals

" seek better prospects abroud. To address

" these challenges, the government must pri-
oritize skill development and foster a busi-
ress-friendly environment to promote

entrepreneurship and innovation. By focus--

ing on technical and vocational educalion,

| the government can equip youth with the

 practical skills needed to succeed in the
global economy. Developing a robust edu-

. cation system, alongside industry-aligned
© skill , can bridge the gap between
| young people’s qualifications and the work-
. force's demands. This approach will not
only empower youth but also help retain
talenl.mducingthehaindrain Balochistan,
rich in natural resources but struggling
with instability, is particularly vulnerable to
the effects of underemployment and unem-

. ployment. The youthin this province, often
inalized and underrepresented, face

. the greatest challenges. It is crucial to invest

-—

people. Providing, targeted opportunities
for learning and skill acquisition can
empower Lhem to play a more active role in
the region’s economic and social develop-
ment. This can help reduce feelings of dis-
enfranchisement and encourage
engagement. A comprehensive approach is
required to address the broader needs of
youth. Investing in quality education from
primary to higher education is essential.
This includes improving teaching stand-
ards, providing necessary resources, and
encouraging the development of critical
thinking, and problem-solving, skills. Skill
development programs aligned with indus-
demands will enable youth to acquire
practical, muarketable skills. Additionally,
entreprencurship programs and innova-
tion initiatives can help create new jobsand
stimulate economic growth. In today’s digi-
tal age, digital literacy is a vital component
of success. Offering, digital skills training .
will prepare youth to actively participatein
the global digital economy. Moreover, cre-
ating, a favorable business environment to
attract foreign investment can generate
employment opportunities. The govern-
ment should focus on growing sectors like
information technology, agriculture, and
tourism, which have significant potential
for job creation. Involving youth in ded-
sion-making and empowering them to
contribute to policy discussions will foster
a sense of ownership and responsibility.
Encouraging youth organizations and
platforms can facilitate constructive dia-
logue and promote social action.
=0 e e pmm—————E

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

CLIPPING SERVICE ]

cf
/~ DIRECTORATE E o Bl " detl o U
K GENERAL OF PUBLIC o le o il (el oo

.\ RELATIONS B
L S

VBT
kY &,

43

s

-
e
O

T

@

>

=
C
€
-
:

e —— e Y T —_——

¥ r‘:,v'r)‘.:\“]ﬁ_; {?' -3
1 RALTE: (e

" - ‘*?- \i,-\| 4 =
Daily:_820chistan Fxprass fuzets
Bullet No._,___é;_ .

e

-

1 TR
7 AN Or » v

U/ JAN 2025 L
Dated: __Wﬁ____k_v;’-d’*“ Page No 2

- Girls' Education
in Balochistan

The future of girls' education in Balochistan is fraught with challcnge.s; it
also holds immense potential for positive transformation. The right education-
al policies, driven by community engagement and supported by sustainab_]e
funding, can lay the foundation for a more equitable society. Invesling in
girls' education not only empowers individual women but paves the way for
sacio-economic development, health improvements, and overall societal
progress. The rieed is urgent, and the responsibility lies with all stakeholders
to ensure that-every girl in Balochistan has the opportunity to realize her
dreams, thereby contributing to a brighter, more prosperous future for all. -

- Girls' education stands at a crossroads, beset by a multitude of challenges that
“  hinder access to learning and opportunities for émpchh:}_cnl. The region's
" socio-economic landscape is complex, characterized by deep-rooted cultural
norms, inadequate infrastructure, and pervasive poverty. According to the
* Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, female literacy rates in Balochistan remain
alarmingly low, with only 33% of women able to read and write as of 2022, a
stark contrast to the 46% national literacy rate among women. Addressing the
myriad obstacles to girls' education is not merely a matter of policy; it is a crit-
ical step toward social justice and sustainable development. The educational
environment for girls in Balochistan is severely influenced by gender dispar-
ity. A significant discrepancy exists in the availability of educational institu-
tions, with only 27% of primary schools, 41% of middle schools, and 33% of
high schools designated for girls. Such disparities in school provisions reflect
a broader societal context that often prioritizes the education of boys over
girls. In many communities, traditional gender roles discourage families from
. Investing in girls' education, as societal norms deem it unnecessary for women ‘
to achieve formal education. Phenomenon of early marriages compounds the 1
issue, as cultural expectations pressure families to marry off their daughters
young rather than invest in their education. UNICEF has reported that in
Balochistan, 21% of girls are married before the age of 18, which drastically
reduces their opportunities for continued leaming. Education is thus viewed
not as a right but as a fleeting privilege, often sacrificed in favor of cultural
compliance. ;

The economic challenge of poverty looms large over educational access for
girls in Balochistan. Families often face dire choices about resource alloca-

- tion, leading many to prioritize the education of sons, viewing it as
secure long-term investment. The Pakistan Social and
Measurement (PSLM) survey of 2020-2021 indicated that only 28% of rural
girls were enrolled in primary schools, underscoring the economic barriers at . :
play. The lack of adequate government funding further exacerbates the situ- :
ation. Despite an education budget of approximately PKR 60 billion in 2023,
many-s.chools are inadequately equipped, lacking basic infrastructure such as - i

Ve.lecmcny, water facilities, and functional toilets. The absence of these essen- : !
tial amenities restrains enrollment and retention rates. Schools without bound-

.ary walls or safe facilities fail to create an inviting atmosphere for girls, often

R leading to high dropout rates, Infrastructure challenges are intrinsically linked
i i : X .
- - to girls' education in Balochistan, The province's sparse school network is par-
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tance§ to access the nearest educational institutions. The safety ofthe;::j(l)ﬁr:
neys 1s a paramount goncern for parents, who may be reluctant to send their
daughters on potentially hazardous routes. The threats posed by extremist
_Broups further undermine girls' education, as schools, particularly those
lf“endf-‘d for girls, become targets for violence. Incidents of attacks on educa-
tl_ona] institutions foster an environment of fear, reinforcing the stigma against
girls pL-xrs_uing education. According to a 2022 report by the Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan, the fear of violence has significantly contributed to
low enrollment and retention rates among girls. To compound these chal-
lcng_es, there is a critical shortage of qualified, female teachers in Balochistan,
pfamculariy in rural areas. The lack of female educators can discourage fami-
lies from sending their daughters to school, as parents may feel more comfort-
able entru.sting the education of their girls to female teachers who can provide
a supportive and understanding environment.
' Various governmental efforts and policies aimed at improving girls' educa-
tion have faced severe implementation issues, with mismanagement and cor-
ruption often leading to ineffective use of resources. Ghost schools schools
that appear on paper but are non-functional remain a critical }SSue, illustrating
the systemic failings in the educational framework. NGOs have been instru-
mental in addressing educational disparities in Balochistan, often stepping in
where the government has siruggled to make an fiinpact. Organizations like
the BRSP and international partners like UNICEF have created community-
- -driven educational initiatives tailored to the cultural and socio-economic real-
ities of the province. Programs such as community schools have brought edu-
cation to remote areas, significantly increasing enrollment rates among girls.
UNICEF's "Let Us Learn" initiative, for instance, has reportedly enrolled over
50,000 girls. in primary education, demonstrating the tangible impact of
focused, grassroots efforts. However, these initiatives often face sustainabili-
ty challenges due to funding shortages and social resistance. The ramifica-
tions of educating girls extend far beyond individual beneficiaries. An educat-
.ed female population is vital for socio-economic development, as women who
attain formal education are more likely to participate in the workforce, there-
by lifting their families out of poverty. The World Bank has reported that
women in Balochistan with secondary education are three times more likely
to find employment than those without formal schooling. Educalion-has pro-
found implications for health and community well-being. Educated women
make more informed health « Hices, contributing to lower maternal and infant
_mortality rates. Furthermore .hen women are educated, their children are
more likely to thrive and su. .ced, perpetuating a cycle of educational attain-
_ment and health improvements across generations. Addressing the multifac-
eted barriers to girls' education in Balochistan requires a sustained commit-

-ment from both governmental and non-governmental stakeholders. A multi-

pronged approach that includes community engagement, public-private part-
_nerships, and enhanced resource allocation is essential for creating lasting

change. Local women's councils and grassroots movements can be pivotalin -

advocating for girls' education within' their communities, pushing  back

against systemic barriers an. cultural resistance. Additionally, integrating =
technology into education iniuatives offers innovative solutions to accessibil-

ity challenges, particularly in remote areas. In the current climate of increas-
ing awareness of girls' education issues, a strategic approach is imperative.
- With a focus on collaborative efforts among local NGOs, international

= donors, and government bodies, Balochistan has the potential to turn the tide *
on girls' education, ensuring that every girl has the opportunity 1o learn, o

thrive and contrihnte ta cnciety.
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Heated debate in Assembly
over Levies merger into pohce

ODDOSIUOH Hsisz 16161 3.2; :q.hzﬁdgti to clarify'the
e

rejects plan; Chidf”’
Minister says force
will be reformed
to enhance its
capacity

l'i OUR CORRES[’ONDENT
QUETTA

The Balochistan Assembly
on Saturday saw intense
discussions over a resolu-
tion tabled by opposition
members regarding the‘al-
leged merger’ of the Levies
Force into the police.
Opposition leader Mir
Younus Azizi Zehri accused
the provincial government
of secretly planning to inte-
grate the Levies Force into
the police, claiming it was
a‘pre-planned conspiracy.
Assembly Speaker Capt
(retd) Abdul Khalique
Achakzai adjourned the
session for ten minutes to
allow Chief Minister Mir

gov

Upon his retumn, the Chief
Minister assured the house
that the Levies Force would
not be merged into the po-
lice. “Both the Levies and
the police are government
forces dedicated to serving
the people, Reforms will be
introduced to enhance the
Levies Force, not to replace
it,” he stated.

Asghar Tareen, a senfor
member of the Jamiat

Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUIL-F),

expressed strong support
for the Levies Force as an
independent entity.

“The Levies Force has
been the backbone of se-
curity in rural Balochistan
for decades, They are
well-versed in local dy-
narnics and indispensable
for maintaining law and
order," he said.

Balochistan National
Party-Awami (BNP-A)
President Asad Baloch

ment's pdsition '+ !

echned smmar sem[ments,-.

stating, “The'Lévies Force
represents the tribal tradi-
tions and unique security
needs of Balochistan, Any
attempt to undermine it
will face resistance.”

‘The Chiel Minister
assured the house
that the Levies Force
would not be merged
into the police

The chief minister pro-
posed forming a commit-
tee, led by the opposition
leader, to oversee reforms
and improvements in the
Levies Force. However,
the opposition rejected the
offer, insisting the issue
be debated in the assem-
bly. They argued that the
force's tribal identity and
structure were being delib-
erately targeted,

.,.Iensana'“ﬂqm& :
the tenn"tribaﬂ force” was[
objected to by the chief|[

minister who emphasized
that reforms would only
strengthen the Levies
without affecting its core
identity, The session was

adjourned indefinitely||

without further discus-
sion, leaving the matter
unresolved. :

The Levies Force, a vital
component of Balochistan’s
security structure, contin-
ues to spark debate among
lawmakers, with many ad-
vocating for its preservation
and modernization,

It may be mentioned
here that in the past lev-
ies force was replaced
with police force which
was highly criticized by
the local political leaders
despite the fact that the
outdated levies force lacks
the modern invesr.iganan
skills as well as faces ca-
pacity issues,

when. 1
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Session held on Benazir Scholarship
QUETTA. Under the vision of the Chief Minister of,
Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti, opportunities
are being provided for minority studentsin
Balochistan through the Benazir Bhutto fully
funded Scholarship Scheme of Balochistan
Educational Endowment Fund (BEEF) in 2025 . - .
at top educational institutions in the country - .
and Balochistan. In this regard, an awareness
session for minority students was organized at
the Christian Clorious Church under the ausp:ces
of BEEF. During the session, the Assistant
Manager BEEF said that under this scheme, s
minority students will be provided full funding’ .
to attend the best cadet colleges and residential
_schools in Balochistan and across the country. He
further mentioned that in 2024, 37 students were

o, s5elected through this scheme, and for 2025, an,;

“additipnal se students are planned to be inducted |
in the program. At the end of the program,
Pastor Akram Barkat and other members of the
Christian community praised the vision of the
Chief Minister of Balochistan and extended p

' special thanks to BEEF for the Scholarship

Scheme for minority students. arp

v

Fnbute paidto ZAB
‘on 97th birthday

ﬁ OUR CO¥ CORRESPONDENT
“QUETTA
Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti has said
‘that Shaheed Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto had provided strong
foundations for democracym
Pakistan as his vision contin-
ued to guide us even today.
In his message on the oc-
casion of the g7th birth an-
~Niversary of the founder of
 the Pakistan Peoples Party,
-, Bugt said that Bhutto was
- a leader in Pakistan’s his-
story who always made the

., welfare of the pecple his top

-pnonty He paid tribute to

| + the public services of Bhutto

and added that under his
leadership, Pakistan had
: Teceived its (irst consensus-
! based Constitution,.and the. em

. that Zulfikar Ali Bhutto had

The Chief Minister added

not only won the hearts of | -
the people of Pakistan but |~
also had a special love and
attachment to.the people of
Balochistan, He had made
Balochistan rights and jts
development a priority of
his government, which had
marked the beginning of a
new era of development in

the province. S
Bugti added, “Bhutto
Shaheed gave political aware-

ness to the marginalized
communities, He played an
exemplary role in promot-
ing national unity and sov-
ereignty.” He further said
that Bhutto had showed a
keen interest in providing

eraployment, educarion, and
ues@f

péople had beersmade aware1 ejthsare opportuni
; of their rights. 1 &1 e

7%

the people of Balochistan., .
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