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CM Bugti pays tribute to ZAB

Staff Report

QUETTA: The Balochistan Chicf

- Minister, Mir Sarfraz Bugti said

that Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
provided strong foundations for
democracy in Pakistan as Bhutto's
vision continues to guide us even
today.

In his message on the occasion
of the 97th birth anniversary of the
founder of the Pakistan People’s
Party, Shaheed Zulfikar Al
Bhurto, smid that Zulfikar Al
Bhutto was a leader in Pakistan’s
history who always made the wel-
fare of the people his top priority.

Mir Sarlrar Bugh pavs inbute
to the public services of Zulfikar
Al Bhutte and added that under
his leadership, Pakistan received
its first consensus-based constitu-
tion, and the people were made
aware of their nghts.

-The Chief Minister added that

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto not only won

the hearts of the people of Pakistan

but also had a special love and

attachment 1o the people of
Balochistan.

He made the restoration of
Balochistan's rights and the devel-
opment of its projects a priority of
his government. which marked the
beginning of a new era of develop-
meant in the province.

Mir Sarfraz  Bugli  added.
“Bhutto  Shaheed gave political
awareness to the marginalized
communitics. He plaved an exem-
plary role in promoting national
umty and sovereignty.”

Mir Sarfraz Bugli further said
that Shaheed Zulfikar Al Bhutto
showed a Keen interest in provid-
g employment, education, and
healthcare opportunities for the
people of Balochistan. His vision
and love for the people instilled
confidence and a dosire for pro-

gress  among  the  people  of
Balochistan.

The Chief Minister emphasized
that we need to adopt Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto's people-centric policies
and vision 10 put the country,
especially  Balochistan, on the
path ta presperity.

Sarfraz Bugti said that Bhutto's
spirit of public service will always
remain an inspiration for us. The
Chiet’ Minister described the ser-
vices of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto as a
golden chapter in the country's
history and said that his sacrifices
will always be remembered.

Moreover, Pakistan  People's
Party (PPP) leaders in Quetta
commemorated  the 97th  birth
anniversary of Shaheed Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto on Sunday, reaffirming
their commitment to upholding his
ideals. . .
Addressing a cake-cutling cer-
emony at the PPP Quetta Division

- on 97th birth anniversary

office, leaders including Khair

Muhammad  Tarcen  (Quetta
Division  President),  Naeem
Baloch  (Rakhshan  Division

President), and Mir Naseebullah
Shahwani (Quectta District
President) lauded Shaheed Bhutlo
as a visionary leader who ¢hampi-
oned the rights of the people and
strengthened  democracy  in
Pakistan.

They highlighted his efforts in
crafling a strong constitution, pro-
moling social justice, and cmpow-
ering the marginalized sections of
society. The leaders emphasized
that  under the leadership  of

Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Za;'d.tri_
the PPP remains dedicated to ful-
filling the promises made by its
founder, particularly focusing on
improving the lives of the pcople
through initiatives aimed at pro-
viding them with basjc necessilies
like food, clothing, and shelter.

TT————
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NGIA wings of change
and bridging frontiers

On January 10, 2024, the New Gwadar International Airport (NGIA)
will officially commence regular flight operations, marking a signifi-
cant milestone in not just Pakistan's aviation history, but also in the
narrative of its ambitious infrastructural developments under the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). The airport, built with a
remarkable investment of $55 billion, stands as a testament to the suc-
cessful completion of CPEC projects, showcasing the potential eco-
nomic ramifications that this collaboration can foster. The i maugura—
tion of the NGIA was virtually officiated by Prime Minister ]
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif alongside his Chinese counterpart in
October 2023. Strategically located in the Gurandani area of Gwadar,
26 kilometers away from the previous airport, the NGIA spans 4,300
acres and is equipped to support large aircraft, including the A380 and
Boeing 747; which speaks volumes about its design and operational
capacities. The airport features a runway measuring 3,658 meters in -
length and 75 meters in width, ensuring that it can handle a substantial
volume of international air traffic. The introduction of the Oman-
‘Muscat flight service from this airport is not merely a testament to its
functionality, but also an indication of its strategic importance as a -
potential transit hub for travelers. NGIA is designed to accommodate
approximately 4 million passengers annually, fostering greater connec-
tivity between Pakistan and key regions, such as Central Asia and the
Middle East. This pivotal connectivity not only enhances tourism but
can also facilitate trade, attracting business investments and creating
job opportunities in the region.

The infrastructural prowess of the NGIA is complemented by its
modern facilities, including an advanced air traffic control tower and
comprehensive emergency responses for areas such as crash landings
or fire situations. The Pakistan Airport Authority has issued the aero--
drome certificate, confirming that all arrangements for takeofT, land-
ing, taxiways, and apron facilities are complete and meet international
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standards. This is crucial for assuring international airlines and travel-
ers of the safety and efficiency of operations at NGIA. The planning
for the airport reflects foresight; space has been allocated for banks
and ATMs, warchouses, courier services, cargo sheds, technical ground
support equipment, cold storage, hotels, and shopping malls. This
holistic approach indicates that the airport aims to be more than just a
travel hub it seeks to create an ecosystem conducive to business and
tourism that can significantly impact the lo¢al economy. The NGIA's
establishment will undoubtedly reinforce Gwadar's position as a criti=
cal node in global shipping and trade due to its proxinity to the deep-
sea port, which is already instrumental in linking landlocked countries
in Central Asia with international markets. This synergy between sea
and air transport services opens the doors to further investments and
opportunities for the local community and the broader regional econo-
my. ‘

As we look towards the future, the New Gwadar International
Airport serves not merely as a transportation hub but as a symbol of
progress and development. It embodies the aspirations of a nation to
connect with the world, enhance economic opportunities, and rise as a
significant player on the global stage. The successful operationaliza-
tion of this airport, resulting from international collaboration and
investment, is a step towards realizing Pakistan's potential and inte-
grating into the ever-evolving global economy. NGIA does not Just
promise increased connectivity; it heralds a transformative era for the
region, amplifying Pakistan's economic narrative and making the
dream of becoming a trade and logistics hub a reality. As operations
commence, it is vital for stakeholders government, private sector, and
community to work collaboratively to ensure that the benefits of this -
significant development are realized, paving the way for sustainable
growth in Gwadar and beyond. :
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