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QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti talking to media on Siturday.

- . in Balochistan, Bugh stressed the need for a decision on the

G ’ matter, suggesting that reforms are necessary for the Levies
0 v t Commltted tO | Force, similar to those implemented for the Frontier Corps.

2 The Chief Minister said that the government is willing to

d ld drl ’ g engage with protesters and address their concerns, while also

€n lng appmgs, upbolding the law, adding that a scholarship program s under.

. way, with the first batch of youth to be sent for training this

terrorism: CM ! ot expressed confidence in the PPP's chances of success

Staff Report in the PB-45 clection, citing their previous win in the constitu-
ency. *
. i ief Mini : ; The Chief Minister criticized electricity distribution com-
QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugtibas . ? .
emphasized the government's commitment to restoring law P""T‘ f‘;.‘ ;:"““! consumers and demanded uninterrupted .
and order in the province. He acknowledged the ‘sensitive “.'Wyl:c clectricity and Sui gas to the people of Balochistan,
nature of the recent kidaappings, including that of painter  E'D uu"‘m‘: W'Prwml:m . . ¥
Musawar Kakar and individuals from Shaban, for which a o considering the negative conditions and tem- |
banned organization has claimed responsibility, perature of Balochistan, the supply of electricity and Sui gas |
H mthm iews while talking to media represent. ~ 3D0u1d be ensured so that people can avoid the cold because |
He expressed views wh ng to media represent- the companies are bound o provide full gas and et
atives after the assembly session. Provincial Ministers Haji e s u provi , ga .ncuyto
Muhammad Khan Lehri, Mir Barkat Rind, Member of  **°P Cd m“n_“'__ s
Provincial Assembly Malik Nacem Kban Bazai, Zarak Kban i
Mandokhel and others were also present on the occasion. 1

. Regarding the parallel operation of police and Levies forces |
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Need of economic
development

Politicians and policymakers need to
evaluate economic models that should
bring better results than the old five-year
plans. Instead, the government must draft
a five-year roadmap outlining the way to
economic resurgence and stability. The
ultimate aim should be to curb inflation,
alleviate poverty and create jobs. A com-
mittee should be formed to consult the rel-
evant ministries to set targets for the next
five years in different sectors. At present,
inflation, poverty and unemployment
have brought huge negative impacts in the
society particularly in provinces like
Balochistan. Balochistan, Pakistarvs larg-
est province, is rich in natural resources,
yet its economic landscape remains bar-
ren. The lack of business opportunities has
stifled growth, perpetuating poverty and
unemployment. It is imperative that the
government takes concrete measures to
create an enabling environment for entre-
preneurship and investment. Regrettably,
the successive government paid less atten-
tion in this regard therefore business, trade
and economic do not thrive in the country
particularly in Balochistan. In the modern
world, where the private sector is consid-
ered the engine of economic growth and
development, such government interven-
tion in the economy creates distortions and
impedes growth. ;e

The province’s strategic location, abun-
dant mineral resources, and untapped

markets make it an attractive destination
for businesses. However, inadequate
infrastructure, limited access to finance,
and bureaucratic red tape have hindered
economic  progress. To  unlock
Balochistan’s economic potential, the gov-
ernment must develop infrastructure,
invest in roads, energy, and communica-
tion networks to facilitate trade and com-
merce. Similarly there is a need to stream-
line business registration, licensing, and
taxation processes to encourage entrepre-
neurship.

Establish banks, microfinance institu-
tions; and venture capital funds to support
startups and small businesses. Offer
incentives, tax breaks, and subsidies to
attract local and foreign investors.
Unfortunately, the government also did
not paid adequate focus to enhance skills

ing in view the geography of
Balochistan. Therefore, establishment of
vocational training centers and business
incubators to equip the workforce with
modern skills are inevitable. There is also
a need to foster public-private partner-
ships. The authorities concerned must col-
laborate with private sector stakeholders
to develop key sectors like mining, agri-
culture, and tourism. By taking these steps
it is hoped that the government can create
a conducive business environment, stimu-
lating economic growth, and improving
the lives of Balochistans people. It would
be much better for the government to
focus on real reforms and formulation of
policies needed to pull the country out of
poverty rather than waste its energy and
resources on antiquated ideas.
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Balochistan's approach
to Carbon Markets

Balochistan government's decision to approve policy guidelines for a

carbon market is commendable, reflecting an understanding of the urgent

need for action against climate change. As Balochistan embarks on this
journey, it has the potential not only to improve its own ecological foot-
print but also to emerge as a leader in sustainability and environmental
stewardship in South Asia. The road ahead will. require collaboration,
innovation, and dedication but promises a brighter and greener future for
the provinge and its people. In a significant move towards sustainable
development and environmental responsibility, the Balochistan govern-
ment has approved policy guidelines for trading in carbon markets. This
initiative, which has gained traction following the recent cabinet approval,
is set to establish a carbon market in Balochistan and create new econom-
ic opportunities while addressing the pressing issue of climate change.
The formation of a carbon market working group at the federal level and
the development of a comprehensive carbon market policy are critical
steps that underscore the region's commitment to the fight against climate
change and its alignment with global sustainability goals. A carbon mar-
ket serves as a trading system where companies or countries can buy and
sell rights to emit carbon dioxide. These rights, often referred to as carbon

credits, represent a quantifiable unit of reduced greenhouse gas emissions.

In essence, one carbon credit corresponds to the reduction or avoidance of
one metric ton of carbon dioxide emissions. ThlS system provides eco-
nomic incentives for companies to reduce their emissions, as those who

~ emit less than their allocated allowance can sell their surplus credits to

those who exceed their limits. This mechanism not only encourages busi-
nesses to adopt greener practices but also helps to establish a financial
framework for sustainability.

The establishment of a carbon market in Balochistan is a watershed
moment for the province, which has immense potential for renewable
energy and environmental conservation initiatives. The guidelines
approved by the cabinet signal a proactive approach to engaging
‘Balochistan's vast natural resources to combat climate change. The
.region's rich biodiversity and extensive areas of arable land present unpar-
:alleled opportunities for tree plantations and renewable energy projects,
both of which can be integrated into the carbon trading framework.
Importantly, the carbon market initiative gives Balochistan a platform to
partncxpate in the broader global effort to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
'sions. By creating a regulatory framework conducive to carbon trading,
Balochlstan is positioning itself as a contnbutor to international climate
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