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025 /Jumada al-Sani

Bugti vows to defeat

terrorism with national unity

Says implementation of section 144 for public interest

provide bulletproof vebigles 1o all
the martyrs, I will also speak from
QUETTA: The Chief Minister of a bulletproof dais.” Speaking at the
Balochistan. Mir Sarfraz Dugti, ceremony held atthe ATF Training
praised the role of Balochistan Center
Police and the Agntu-Terrorism Bugu acknowledged the chal-
Force (ATF) in the fizht against ter-  lenging circumstances under which
rorism. during his address at the HBalochistan Police are working,
17¢h Basic Passing-Out Parade of moting that many brave officers and
the ATF. . personnel have sacrificed their
He cmphasized the imporranse  [ives in the war against lerfonsm.
of national umty 1n combarnmng ler- He emphasized that this struggle
rorism and defeating the nefarfous  is oot just the responsibility of the
designs of the enemy. forces, but of the entire nation, and
He said that terrorists, with the  that all forms of terrorism should
support of the neighboring coun- he condemned.
try's intelligence agency. “RAW,” He forther committed to rooting
have been targeting innocent civil-  out the terrorists and bringing them
ians, including teachers, lawyers, 1o justice.
and  educational  institutions. The Chief Minister also lauded
However, he assurzd that through the ATF and police personnel for
pational unity, the enemy’s futile their crucial role in maintaining
war would be brought toanend and  law and order in the province.
their malicious intentions would be He assured that no one has criti-
thwarted. cized their efforts, recognizing the
Rejecting the idea of speaking force as being on the front lines of
from a bulletproof dais, the Chief the fight against terrorism.
Minister stated, “The day I will Bugti announced that the ATF

Stafl Report

government

He =aid that the public faces dif-
ficulties and hardships due to
unnecessary closure of highways
saying that it1s the responsibility of
the government to provide safe
travel facilitics 10 passenSErs, espe-
cially sick people, children and

Training Scheol would be upgraded
with modern thermal cameras, the
building would undergo repairs,
and new blocks would be pumed in
honor of the martyrs. He saud that
terrorists, with the support of the
neighboring country's intelligenze
agency, “RAW." have been target-
women.

He expressed these views while
talking to local media representa-
tives in Khan Garh Jamali area.

Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz

ing ionpocent civilians, including
teachers, lawyers, and educationsl
imstitutions. However, he assured
that through national umity, the
enemy’s funle war would be
brought to an end and their mali-  Bugti said that elections are also
cious intentions would be thwarted.  being held in two constituencies of

He expressed his deep respect  Balochistan saying that section 144
for the martyrs, saying that their  was imposed in the province kee'p-
families would not be left alone, 05 ing in mind ail the conditions.
the entire nation is responsible for In response to a question, the
caring for the loved ones of those  Chiel Minister said that the chal-
who sacrificed their lives for the. lenge of terrorism isvery big, how-
protection of the country. ever, the growing ‘terrorism is nol

Chief Minister Balochistan Mir only a problem of Balochistan bul
Sarfraz Bugti on Tuesday said that  of the entire country.
the implementation of Section 144 He said that the state and the
in the public interest is the respon-  people have restored peace, which
sibility of the government which we would lake all steps to fulfill the
aims to maintain the writ of the responsibility given to us.

mes

aseih lgpal in 1976

BTimes_pk
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: Soaring child
" abuse cases

= Sexual abuse remains a pervasive and
deeplly' troubling issue in Pakistan, cast-
ing a lang shadow over society. While the
exact fi are difficult to ascertain due
to underreporting, the available statistics

and anecdotal evidence paint a grim pic-
ture. The alarming figures, tedina
comprehensive reporl by the Sustainable
Social  Development  Organisation
(SSDO), revealed the growing prevalence

of child sexual abuse. The rl ana-
lysed cases from Punjab, Sindh, K-P and
Balochistan during the five-year period.
K-P recorded 1,360 cases (251%), Sindh
reported 458 cases (3.5%), and Balochistan
accounted for 257 cases (5%). One of the
most alarming revelations was the 220%
increase in reported cases in 2023 com-
pared to 2019, iridicating a rapidly esca-
lating crisis. The Lahore districtin Punjab
ed the highest number of cases,

with 1,176 incidents during the period.
Even sparsely populated areas like Kolai-
Palas Kohistan District in K-F, with a
population of only 158,09 under the age
of 18, recorded 84 vases. The SSDO has
put forward key recommendations to
combat child sexual abuse effectively in
Pakistan, including strengthening the
enforcement of existing laws through
specialized training for law enforcement
and judiciary, ensuring the efficient func-
tioning of fast-track courts under the
Zainab Alert Act and amplifying com-

munily awareness campaigns, It also
recommended enhancing reporting
mechanisms, fostering inter-agency col-
laboration and establishing a central-
ized national database for CSA cases are

also critical. Additionally, the recom-
mendations stressed the need for victim
support through child-friendly spaces,
trauma-focused counselling and finan-
cial compensation, alongside the devel-
opment of robust legal frameworks to
address emerging challenges like online
exploitation and trafficking. No doubt
the findings are serious and call for
urgent, coordinated action to combat
child sexual abuse from the country on
priority basis. These figures are not just
statistics; they reflect the lives of inno-
cent children who have endured unim-
aginable trauma and the 220% increase

in reported cases over five years is a
wake-up call for the nation. There is an
urgenit need for stronger laws, robust
enforcement mechanisms and wide-
spread nwareness campaigns to ensure
child proteclion becomes a national pri-
ority. The pivotal role of provincial gov-
ernments in addressing this crisis is
essential. Prevention programs aimed at
educating children about their rights
and teaching them to recognize and
report abuse are vital. Similarly, com-
mupity awareness campaigns can
empower individuals lo idenlify poten-
tial perpetrators and intervene when
necessary. It is also inevitable that poli-
cymakers, law enforcement agencies
and civil society to join forces to tackle
the root causes of child sexual abuse.
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' Balochistan, witnessed a tumultuous year in 2024 charncterized by
intense political activity and significant socio-cconomic challenges.
Following the general eleclions held on February 8, the province
experienced a whirlwind of events marked by the swearing-in of the
provineial legislaure on Fehrary 28, and the ascent of Mir Sarfaraz
Bugii as the Chief Minister on March 2. Bugti's election on a Pakisian
Peoples Party (PPP} ficket was not merely a administrative shili; it
was a reflection of changing political dynamics in a province that has
faced palitical unrest for decades. The subscquent months were filled

with a range of sicnificant occurrences that would set the tone for
Balochistan's governance in 2024, President Asil Ali Zardari received

the confidence of the House during the presidential elections held on
March 9, strengthening the PPP's position in the political lineup. The
political atmosphere was charged with anucipation and apprchension,
as Balochistan's representation in the Upper House was completed
smoothly, marking a rare moment of political stability in a region
often plaf_r__:ucd by strife. Yet, inherent to Balochistan's narrative is the

constant challenge posed by health crises. March saw the alarming
detection of the first two cases ol polio in Dera Bugti and Chaman,

with the number intensifving o 27 by year-end. This resurgence of
polio underscored the complexities involved in addressing hcau‘h con-
cerns in a region where traditional socictal norms often clash with .
modem healtheare initiatives. The government's response to conduct
six anti-polio campaigns throughout the year revealed a determined
effort to combat the disease, though the onus of overcoming cultural
resistance remains a formidable challenge. In a cultural shift, the inau-
gural fencing and American Flag Football League competitions in
March and April highlighted the potential for sports as a unifying
force, Highlighting local talent. martial arts fighter Shahzeb clinched
the world title in Karate Combat, proliferating a sense of pride and
hope. Furthermore, the arnval of millions of Hindu pilgrims in
Lashela tor an annual lestival exemplified the region's vich culral
tapestry, albeit overshadowed by the persistent specter of security

sy

threats.
The political narrative morphed further as Jafar Khan Mandokhel

took the oath as governor in May, paving the way for a fresh blend of
governance. June brought promising advancements in education,
exemplified by an MoU with Oxford University which opened doors

for Balochistan's bright students. This development was a beacon of
hope amidst the chaos, offering prospects for a new generation deter-
mined to break free from the shackles of historical neglect.

Healthcare took a progressive leap forward in June when an agree-
ment with Roche Pharma was signed to deliver high-cost medicines to
cancer patients on a cost-shaning basis. Such partnerships indicated a
growing recogmtion of healthcare access as a fundamental right,
albeit a right that still faces challenges due to infrastructural inadequa-
cies and socto-political unrest. The second half of 2024 turned
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lenving communities shaken nnd amplify-

inflicted heavy casualtics
e and public safety. The devastating

.ing fears regarding governar
reality of violence forced the government to grapple with pressing

security dilemmas, urging a revision of exisling counter-terrorism
strategies. The inauguration of Balochistan's first women's library in
September marked a crucial step for women's empowerinent against
this backdrop of adversity, though it was often drowned out by the
cries for safety and justice. As the year advanced, fundamental gover-
nance challenges manifested. Amidst political machinations, industrial
projects such as the Reko Diq Copper Gold Mines Project com-
menced sending Baloch youth overseas for education and potential
employment opportunities. The pravincial assembly passed a resolu-
tion to ban the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party, showcasing the
contentious political landscape that remains interested in stifling
opposition rather than fostering inclusive dialogue. Tackling climate
change also emerged as a significant agenda as highlighted by the
solarization of agricultural tube wells, inaugurated on October 24,
aimed at revolutionizing Balochistan's agricultural sector. The com-
pletion of the Wunder Dam Lasbela project in late 2024 seeks to ame-
liorate irrigation challenges, representing a critical nexus between
sustainability and regional development.
monstrated the populace's griev-

environmental
The growing trend of protests de
ances; on the anniversary of 1sracl's aggression in Gaza, community

members rallied in solidarity, illuminating the intersection of global
| issues. The Chief Minister's announcement 10

establish Balochistan Bank and introduce innovalive projects corrobo-
rated the persistent belief in governance re forms, despite the labyrinth
of obstacles that Jay ahead. Year was characterized by both light and

shadow as talented Baloch youth, like boxer Muhammad Waseem and

bodybuilder Syed Bilal, brought home accolades against the backdrop
of burgeoning sports. [n a notable move, pink scooters were distrib-

uted to female college sturents as part of a campaign for women
ith the sobering fact that 462 new HIV

ce, emphasizing the urgent need for
healthcare interventions. Ultimately, 2024 was a year that encapsulat-
ed the duality of progress and peril in Balochistan. Governance, ter-
rorism, and climate change emerged as the troika of challenges
demanding astute management. The flourishing of various sectors like
women's rights, education, healthcare, and infrastructure juxtaposes
sharply with the unremitting threat of violence and political unrest. As
the province venfures int "€ new year, its residents will profoundly
rely on leadership that not « aly seeks to confront but also to engage
with the complexities of Baloch society. In navigating the tumult of
2024, Balochistan stands at a pivotal juncture: a chance to steer
towards a future fortified by resilience, dialogue, and thoughtful gov-
ernance. The hope remains that political actors will emerge with a
vision that prioritizes the needs of the people, laying the foundation
for serenity and prosperity in this uniquely vibrant region.

e —

politics with loca
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Balochistan
paralysed by protests

Demonstrations ment respects the fight to
protest, but will not toler-

continue for ate th blodungofnaﬁunal
e
recovery of highways,” Rind stated.
missing persens > Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz [
At has taker $erfolis].

despité section 144

e note of the closures and
@ SYEDALISHAH _  instructed authorities to re-
g __ store traffic flow prompty.
The Balochistan govern- TheGrand Health Alliance,

ment has enforced Section meanwhile, has assured
144 across the province o r:ompha.nce with the high
manage ongeing protests cour 's orders regarding their

that have distupted nadonal protests.
highways, government Addressing speculations,

spokesperson Shahid Rind Rinddenied claims of hospi-
announced at the provincial tal privatisation, reaffirming
assemnbly on Monday. the government's commit-
The demonstrations are ment to public healthcare,
being held to demand the He also highlighted that
immediate recovery of miss- past dernonstrations have
ing persons and bring an end contributed to the recovery
to enforced disappearances. of missing persons, show-
| Protests began on Sunday, casing the ad ministradon’s
| resulting in the closure responsiveness.
| of several key highways, Currently, protests are on-
|Shahid Rind emphasised going at three locations in
that while peaceful demon- the province, with efforts
II strations are a constitutional underway to resolve the situ-
right, abstructing essential ation. This decision follows
routes cannot be allowed., 2 blockade of the Quetta-
“The provincial govern- Karachi highway.
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