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Govt’s scholarship
program to promote
education, empower

poor students: Governor
" StaffReport z

|

QUETTA: Govemnor Balochistan Jafar Khan Man-

dokhel has praised the Balochistan government’s
scholarship ‘program, calling it a “revolutionary
program” that promotes education and empowers

or students,

‘ € program, run by, the Balochistan Education
Endowment Fund (BEEF), provides need-based,
merit-based scholarships “to deserving students,
with a focus on the poor, orphans, and children of
civilian martyrs. Mandokhel emphasized the im-

* portance of education in developing a bright future
for Balochistan, stating that it’s the government’s
responsibility to ensure every child has access to
quality education, regardless of their family back- -
ground or financial situation. He also instructed the
BEEF team to maintain merit and transparency in
the scholarship provision process.

The BEEF scholarship program has specific eligi-
bility criteria, including being a Pakistani citizen
with a Balochistan domicile, not being older than

23, and having completed intermediate with at Jeast
60% marks. The program aims to promote modern
education and provide opportunities for talented ‘
and deserving students across the province. To in- j

* crease awarencss about the program, Mandokhe] ‘

- suggested launching a comprehensive public
awareness campaign, as thousands of students in
Balochistan remain unaware of the opportunities
available through BEEF. :

Meanwhile, a delegation from Jamaat-e-Islami, Jed

by Maulana Hidayat-ur-Rehman, met with Gover-
nor Balochistan Jafar Khan Mandokhel at the Gov-
ernor House in Quetta. The meeting focused on the

' economic challenges faced by the people of Ba-

. lochistan, including inflation, unemployment, and

i difficulties related to border trade with Afghanistan

{ " and Iran. Siaae

1 “Governor Mandokhel assured the delegation that

i he would-inform all relevant authonities to address ‘

. public grievances and ensure the dignity and honor 1

of citizens. He reiterated his commitment to creat- ‘

ing a just and fair society where all citizens can live

with dignity and respect. To achieve this, Mandokhel - i
| |

emphasized the importance of effective border trade,

" creating new employment opportunities for youth,
and ensuring merit-based government jobs. By do-
ing so, he believes that the feeling of deprivation can

. be eliminated, and the overall standard of living for
citizens can be improved. The economic challenges -

~faced by Balochistan are complex and multifaceted,

“ He sai -the province isrich in natural resources,
i{::rs‘petf)m tIe ha's')e'_!ohg' been deprived of basic facilj.
- ties, including access to safe drinking water, electric-
iy, education, and healthcare. He said thata sustained
effort from the govemnment and other stakeholderg
| were required (o address these challenges.
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Common
Baloch to get
quality
healthcare at
doorstep: CM

Staff Report

' QUETTA: Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
snd Sundas  Foundation
Director Air Marshal (Retd)
ARsb  Hussain - discussed
expanding the foundation’s
activities in Balochistan.

the geed for better facilities to
treat blood discases like
thalassemia and bemophilis
! in beckward sreas. CM Bugt
said that Balochistan's health
system was undergoing sig-
pificant improvements, aim-
ing to provide quality medi-
cal facilities 1o its residents,
q&ul in rura] sreas.

4 Foundation ~
Duﬁor Air Marshal (Retd)
Afab Husssin called om
Balochisten Chief Mimister
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti here on
Teesday.

- Chief © 'Minister = Bugti
ted Sundas
 ion' . immiable
work in treating blood dis-
b eases, which has benefited
milliens of poor people. He
assured cooperation in estab-

center in Quetta and reites-

lishing a Sundas Foundation

sted the government’s com- |,
mitment to health sector
reforms.

Bugti stated that the gov-
emment was -working to
improve the health system
through public-private pan-
nerships, aiming 1o provide
quality medical facilities to
tho people of Balochistan at
their doorstep.

The Chief Minister also
stressed the importance of
colluboration between gov-
emment and non-government
organizations in public inter-
est matters. Sundas
Foundation Director  Aftab
Husssin praised  the Chief
Minister’s commitment to
providing ~quality’ medical
facilities and assured that the
foundation is ready 1o expand
" its services in Balochistan's
" backward areas.This develop-
ment i pant of the larger
efforts o improve
Balochistan’s health sector,
whish includes initiatives like

the *“Well and Heahhy

Balochistan™ Health Policy
2018-30, aiming 1o streogthen
the health system and improve
_ heaith information systems
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Unlocking the potentials
of Reko Diq deal

In a significant move aimed at bolstering economic growth and enhanc-
ing bilateral relations, the federal cabinet of Pakistan has approved the
sale of a 15% stake in the Reko Diq project to Saudi Arabia for a total of
$540 million. This development, facilitated under the Inter-Governmental
Commercial Transactions Act, marks a crucial step towards revitalizing
Pakistan's mining sector, particularly in the resource-rich region of
Balochistan. Reko Diq, often regarded as one of the largest undeveloped
copper-gold mines in the world, holds tremendous potential for economic
growth. The agreement allows Saudi Arabia to acquire the shares in two
phases. Initially, the Saudi government will obtain a 10% stake for $330
million, followed by a subsequent purchase of the remaining 5% stake for |
$210 million. This structured payment approach ensures a steady inflow
of funds into the Pakistani economy, providing an opportunity to investin
broader developmental objectives. Saudi Fund for Development has com-
mitted an additional $150 million specifically aimed at supporting mineral
resource development in Balochistan. This pledge not only underscores
Saudi Arabia's intent to invest but also signals a growing international
confidence in Pakistan's mining landscape. The interest in mineral explo-
ration activities in Chagai, where Reko Diq is situated, further indicates
the potential for transformative economic activities in a region that has
historically faced development challenges. The implications of this part-
nership extend far beyond immediate financial gains. Reko Diq's develop-
ment is expected to catalyze industrial growth, paving the way for job
creation and infrastructure enhancement in Balochistan. With the federal
and provincial governments jointly retaining 50% ownership of the proj- ~
sct, there will be a mechanism to ensure that the region benefits from a
lucrative mining venture. This is an opportunity not only to revitalize
local economies but to empower communities through capacity building
and job creation in a sector that has often been neglected.

_ The deal with Saudi Arabia has been viewed in light of the kingdom's
broader strategy to diversify its investment portfolio. By engaging in the
Reko Diq project, Saudi Arabia aligns itself with a strategic partner,
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which reflects the potennal for dezper economic ties. As a beneficiary of
Sendi invewmen:, Pricstan sands o ga:n access to advanced tecknologi-
cal expentise and bes: practices i miniag, encouraging the adoption of
giobal stendards in the sector. Thus transaction is also a tastament to the
increazing refiance on fors £3 direct investment (FDI) as a means of
achicviey national economic goais. Tae anticipated fimancial inflows not
crdy 83 in bolstering Pakistan's reserves bus also create opportunities for
further investment i infrastructural projects and social development ini-
tistives. The injection of funds from Saudi Arabia can be hamessed effec-
tively to address pressing nationwide challenges inciuding energy deficits
znd poverty allevistion, especially in disadvantaged regions like
Balochistan. It is crucial 1o ensure that the sxecutien of the Reko Dig
project is done transparently and sustainably, taking into consideration the
environmental and social impacts on local communities. Balancing eco-
nomic growth with ecological preservation will be essential in mitigating
potential backlash against foreign investments, which can sometimes lead
to local discontent. ;
Federal cabinet's approval for the sale of a stake in the Reko Diq project .
represents a watershed moment for Pakistan. It heralds an era of collabo-
ration that can yield profound economic benefits and foster technological
advancements in the mining sector. As the government works on expedit-
Ing the transaction and ensuring compliance with all regulatory require-
ments, the potential of this partnership with Saudi Arabia promises to not
only enrich Pakistan's mining sector but also enhance regional develop-
ment and elevate the standards of living in Balochistan. The world will be
watching closely as this agreement unfolds and sets the tone for future «
investments in Pakistan. ;
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uetta’s digi 1ta1
blackout ends

& OUR CORRESPONDENT.
gJETI'A

Cellular and internet ser-
vices have been restored
'after more than 20 hours of
Suspensmn in Quetta,
The Balochistan govern-

“ment had suspended cellu-
“lar and internet services in
‘Lhe district for two days as
‘Jamiar Ulema-e-Islam-Eazl
(JUL-F) called for a shutter-
down strike.

The protest had been an-
hounced against the alleged
nggmg in the re-polling on
'PB-45 Quetta VIII, where
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
candidate Mir Ali Madad

Jattak secured victory with
6,883 votes, as per the unof-

ﬁqﬂresultsh S99

Pashtunkhwa National
Awami Party (PKNAP) can-
didate Nasarullah Zayrai
came second with 4,122
votes, while JUI-F’s Usman
Pirkani finished third with
3,731 votes, :

Previously, the Supreme
Court dismissed an appeal
by Mir Ali Madad Jattak
of PPP, upholding an elec-
tion tribunal’s decision to
recount votes due to irregu-
larities, including fraud in
Form 45.

Adding to the tensions,
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
(JUI-F) has announced a
complete shutdown of
national highways across
Balochxsta.n on Wednesday,
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