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alochistan Times

. Founded by Syed Faseih Igbal in 1976
| ; @baloclﬂstantimes.pk o @balochistantimes.pk QBT imes_pk

CM Buéti inaugurates
anti-polio campaign
across Balochistan

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti on
Monday formally inaugurated the anti-polio campaign in the
province by administering polio drops to a child, Speaker -
Balochistan Assembly Captain (retd) Abdul Khaliq Achakzai,
\Provincial Health Minister Bakht Muhammad Kakar, *
(Edycation Minister Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani, Member -
{Provincial Assembly Mir Liaquat Ali Lehri, and Government
Spokesperson Shahid Rind Were present on the oceasion
Ch.ierSecrenry Balochistan Shakee] Qadir Khan, Additional
Secretary Home Shahabuddin, and Emergency Control Center
Coordinator Inamullah Khan Mandokhel and other senior
‘officials also. atiended the ceremony. According to the
| Emergency Control Center, this js the last anti-polio campaign
; of this year, which will start from December 30 and continue
i for seven days, During the campaign, a target has been set to
‘vaccioate more than 2.66 million children against polio, in
s which more than 11,000 teams are participating, He sajd that
‘in 2023, the re-appearance of the polio virus was confirmed in
different districts of Balochistan, sfer which 27 cascs were
reported. The highest number of cascs have been reported
! from Quetta, Chaman, Dera Bugti, Qila Abdullah, Jhal Magsi,
Zhob, Qila Saifullah, Noshki, Loralai,’ Pishin, Kharan, |
Jaffarabad, nnd Chagai. During the anli-polio campaign, par-
" ents have been appealed to vaccinate their children so that '
; they con be protected from (he virus and disability. At the
same time, emphasis has been placed on compleling the
immunization course 5o that children can be protected from
polio, measles, pneumonis and other deadly diseases,
Complete security is being provided to the leams participating
in the anti-polio campaign across the province to ensure the
‘successful conduct of the campaign. On this occasion, the
Chief Minister of Balochistan expressed his determination
that all resources are being utilized for the complete cradica-
tion of polio and the government will take all possible steps to
make the campaign successful, !
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E Xpress
CM klcks off polio eradication ‘
campaign in Balochistan

QUE'ITA: The Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti on Monday launched the
week-long anti-polio vaccination drive in the
province by administrating polio drops to chil-
dren at the CM's secretariat to protect the chil-
dren from poliovirus.

The Speaker of the Balochistan Assembly,
Abdul Khaliq Achakzai, Provincial Minister for
Health, Bakht Muhammad Kakar, Minister for
Education, Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani,
Member of the Provincial Assembly, Mir Liaquat
Ali Lehri, and spokesperson of the Balochistan
govemment, Shahid Rand were also present on
the occasion. emphasizing the critical impor-
tance of vaccination in protecting children from
the debilitating effects of polio.

Chief Secretary of Balochistan, Shakeel Qadir
Khan, Additional Secretary Home, Shahabuddin,

Coordinator of. the Emergency Operations -

Center Balochistan, Inam-ul-Haq and other offi-
cials were also in attendance.

During the last anti-polio campaign of the cur-
rent year started on December 30, over 2.66 mil-
lion children will receive polio vaccination dmps

in the province.

The seven-day-long anti-polio campaign is
being launched in response to a recent surge in
the polio cases reported in the province and the

presence of poliovirus in environmental samples.

Around 11,600 teams will participate in the |
campaign, including 9326 mobile teams, 904
fixed sites and 593 transit points.

It is noteworthy that after three years,
Balochistan has reported the highest number of
polio cases, 27 out of 65 polio cases have been
reported nationwide.

The Polio cases have been reported from
Chaman, Dera Bugti, Qila Abdullah, Jhal Magsi,
Zhob, Killa Saifullah, Nushki, Loralai, Pishin,
Kharan, Jaffarabad, and Chagai districts.

After two and a half years, the reappearance of
the polio virus in the environmental sample of
different districts of the province was confirmed
in 2023 and the virus still exists in the environ-
ment which is posing risks to children.

The chief minister urged the parents to ensure

|

-their children receive polio vaccination dmps to ’1

protcct lhEm from Crnéimand oe
the virus and disability.

He said that all resources
are being utilized to ensure
the complete eradication of
polio and make the
province polio-free as the
security measures have also
been tightened to vaccinate
the maximum number of
children under the age of
five against paralyzed dis-
eases.

-The polio campaign is
extremely important to pre-
vent the spread of the virus
and protect the children, he
said adding that, along with
the polio:vaccine, children
/| alsa complete the course of
routine . immunization
against other dangerous dis-
eases such as measlcs

Eem— A S e

pneumonia, and others.

Due to the presence of
the virus in the environ-
ment, parents are advised to

‘cooperate with the polio

teams and vaccinate their
children during this cam-
paign to safeguard their
health and prevent the
spread of poliovirus.

The aim of the campaign
is to-address the virus's
presence in the environment
of many districts in the
province. It may be recalled
that Pakistan is among the
last two countries in ‘the
world, alongside
Afghanistan,” where polio
remains endemic, with the
disease ' mostly aﬂ‘ectmg
children ‘under five, and
‘sometimes causing hfclong
paralysis.-APP
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