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its youth wath the skills needed to thrive in the global economy.
Achieving these ambitious goals will require careful planning, robust
policy implementation, and a willingness from the universities them-
selves to adapt and evolve. Leaders of these institutions must embrace a
mindset that priontizes efficiency and production over complacency.
The onus is now on university administrations to re-evaluate their
financial structures, redesign their expenditure frameworks, and foster
partnerships with the private sector to generate alternative revenue
streams. Whether through research grants, tuition increases, community
programs, or even entreprencurial ventures, the potential for universities
to diversify their income is vast and largely untapped. Having said this,
the importance of government support cannot be undermined. While
introducing stricter regulations and accountability measures, the provin-
cial government must also ensure that it provides the necessary tools and
resources for universities to thnve. This includes allowing flexible fund-
ing models that can adapt to the specific needs of different institutions,
iparticularly those in underprivileged areas that may struggle to generate
income without external assistance. Sheikh Jafar Mandokhel's approach
to reforming Balochistan's public sector universities is a double-edged
sword-one that can pave the way for innovation and self-sufficiency but
also necessitates a collecive commitment from all stakeholders
involved. With a pronounced focus on financial discipline harmonized
with a vision for quality education, Balochistan stands at a crossroads
that could ultimately redefine the future of its higher education land-
scape. The time for action is now; the potential rewards, the empower-
ment of future generations and the upliftment of the region, are too sig-
nificant to ignore.
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Addressing man-
made disasters

After climate change, man-made
factors are the main olfender behind
devastating seasonal floods in the
country. The first and foremost con-
tributor is the menace of illegal
encroachments near river streams
and water paths. Torrential rains and
flash floods had played havoc in
Quetta and Balochistan’s Qilla
Abdullah, Chaman, Chagai, Gwadar,
Noushki and many other districts.
Flash floods had also swept away
bridges and roads inall affected areas
of Balochistan In the floods of 2022
more than ten dams located in differ-
ent areas of the province were also
affected due to heavy rains. The prov-
ince witnessed massive rains that
gencrated heavy floods and caused
destruction but in this connection,
the human errors and mistakes are
also main factors behind all these
disasters. Quetta is the capital city of
Balochistan and it is fast spreading
The population of the city has
increased manifold and the construc-
tion of legal and illegal buildings are
underway without proper planning
and strategy. The encroachment
mafia has occupied lands and con-
structed buildings over the nullahs
and old water routes which is very
risky and destructive. Unfortunately,
the number of e who have died
during rain and flood incidents is
higher in Quetta city than any other
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part of the province. Due to blockage
of water paths the heavy rains that
had generated flash floods not only
damaged and destroyed dozens of
houses but water also entered other
roads and streets causing immense
difficulties for people who suffered
for several days until water receded.
To avoid destruction and loss of
human lives in future it is essential
that the government and authorities
concerned must clear all water paths
and remove all illegal construction
and encroachments made on nullahs.
Encroachments have also badly
affected the beauty of Quetta and
other towns of Balochistan, thus it is
very essential that the government
should come up with strong action
against such elements associated
with the encroachment mafia. Until
and unless the government does not
take action against encroachments
the city will be in constant threat of
floods. It is hoped that the adminis-
tration of Quetta will remove all con-
struction and encroachments on nul-
lahs and water paths without any dis-
crimination. Moreover, cleaning of
nullahs which are filled with heaps of
garbage is also very important for
smooth flow of water in rainy seasons
as it has been cbserved that owing to
excessive parbage dumps water
changes its routes and spreads over
the roads and streets. It is also inevi-
table that we focus on pre-disaster
management, including urban plan-
ning, forestation campaigns, and
anti-encroachment drives.
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