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Govt taking steps for
public welfare in line
with BB's vision: CM
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Constructing dams

Balowhistan is grappling with a sevene
water iy, thrvateming ity sovio aa-
nomx development amd aologal bl
ance. Arid and semtand comditions, cou-
plad with erratic rantall patterns and o
rapadly growing populatien, have exaer
hatedd water scanaty, impacting, agrwul-
ture, Iivestodk, and humanconsumption.
The cument situation mawssitates urgent
and comprebensive matsuns o addness
this (ntual challenge Among the mast
crintal steps is the constom tion ot dams.
Baknhustan’s nivers, otten char teriand
by seasonal tows, olter signitiant poten-
tial for water storage through dam con-
strtion. These dams woukld not only
ensune & consistent water supply for im-
petion, boosting agrxultural productiv-
1ty and food svunty, but also provide a
liteline tor hivestovk dunng ey spells
Many potential dam stes in Balochistan
possess spmitiant hndropower penera.
tion potential This would not only allevs-
ate the provime's emeryy woes but also
contnbute o the national grd, raducing
e m evpensive imported tuels
Dums play a crucial role in flood vontrol
by regulating nver tlows and preventing
devastating toods that often cause wide
spread  distrction and displacenment
Dums can help rhanpe groundwater
aquifers,  addn=smy;  the
groundwater levels in many parts of the

e, No doult improvead water
avarlabality will unkak sigmiln ant saoo-
wonomx development opportunities in
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Ralovhistan, Increasasd agncultural pro-
ductivity will  generate  emplovinent,
enhance food securnty, and improve rural
livelihoods, Proper nsettlement  and
rehabulitation plans must be imple-
mented 10 ensure that the social and wo-
nomi rights of those displacad by dum
comtruchion are protectal. The entire
damuonstruction process, from planning
and design o implementation and mons-
toring, must be transparent and account-
able to vasure that public funds ane uti-
lizeal eltectively and that the interests of
the people are protected. Moreover,
meaningtul community partiapation is
essential throughout the dam planninyg
andd implementation provess, Loval com-
munities must be consultnd and thetr
concerns adkdressal to ensure their sup-
port and ownership of the project. A spe-
ctal audit eport had revealed iregularn-
tiws of Re24 nlhon and delays in the con-
struction of 100 dams in Balochustan. It
had added that work on 26 out ot 100
danes was completid in 2021 instead ot
18 The delay talloonad construction
costs by R261 nulhion. Dam construction
n Balochistan is not merely an engioeve-
iy teat; itis acrucial step towands ensur.
ing the provinwe’s sustanable develop-
ment and adhnssing the pressing chal-
lenges of water scanaty and enengy inse-
cunty. By arctully  planning  and
implementingg these propsts, while prior-
tizing, environmental and soaal con-
werny, Balidchistan can hamess ats water
nsounes o unlock s full potential and
bkl @ more prosperous amld asilient
Tuture tor its peoplee
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