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A call for urgent action

Balochistan, laxgest province of Pakistan,
is confronting a severe environmental cri-
sis. Despite being one of the most sparsely
populahed regions in the country, it faces
sij challenges related to air, water,
and land pollution. This ecological degra—
dation not only threatens the province’s
delicate ecosyshem but also poses serious
health risks to its inhabitants. The prov-

mcesmuquegeographyardclnnahemaké
it vulnerable to environmental

degradahm'l'heandandsenu—andcorﬂx— :

tions, coupled with poor land management

" practices, have led to soil erosion, desertifi-
, “cation, and water scarcity. The overuse of
| *. groundwater resources has further exacer-
. bated tlme issues, resulting in dedlining
5 Water and depletion of aquifers. Air
f pollution, primarily caused by industrial
» emissions, vehicular exhaust, and domestic
" burning of fossil fuels, has become a major

oW Un. \

city’s geography, surrouinded by hills, often
) traps;dlutants leading to poor air quality.

This has severe health implications, espe-
cially for respiratory diseases and cardio-
. vascular problems. Water pollution. This
hasoontammatednve:sardgrmlrdwater
making it unsafe for consumption and irri-

gation. The contamination of water bodies

has also led to the decline of aquatic lifeand
disrupted the delicate ecological balance.

concern in urban areas like Quetta. The

activities, has degraded soil quality and
contaminated agricultural land. The indis-
criminate dumping of solid waste and
hazardous materials has further com-
pounded the problem, posing a threat to
both human health and the environment.
To address these pressing environme:
challenges, a multi-faceted .approact
required. Firstly, there is an urgent neew io
strengthen environmental regulations and
enforce them strictly.
standards for industries and vehicles can -
s;gmfx:antly reducemrpolhxtm Secondly; -

ting sustainable land use practices, -
suchasaf

‘help mitigate soil erosion and

- tion. "Thirdly, investing in wastewater .
treatment - plants and promoting water

conservation measures can improve water
quality and ensure sustainable - water
usage. Furthermore, raising public aware-
ness about environmental issues is crucial.

Educatmg people about the importance of &

a significant role in addressing local envi-
ronmental problems. The environmental -
crisis in Balochistan demands immediate
attention and concerted efforts fromabalg
stakeholders. adop sustain
practices, mves?lyng in clﬁ technologies,
and promoting environmental awareness,
we can mitigate the adverse effects of pol-
lution and ensure a healthier and more
sustainable future for the province.

Stricter emission

hmandagmforestrycan '
desertifica-

empowerthemtomakemfom\eddmes-. -
Community-based initiatives cana]soplay _
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Balochistan cabinet initiates
action on long standing issues

The latest meeting of the Balochistan cabinet has brought to light.
significant concerns regarding the relationship between provincial
‘governance and federal institutions, particularly in relation to the
Pakistan Petroleum Limited (PPL) lease extension agreement.

Chaired by Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, the meeting
revealed a disconcerting reality: the PPL agreement expired over

15 years ago, during which the company reaped profits exceeding

one hundred billion rupees, yet the provincial government did not

receive its rightful share. This scenario starkly highlights a pattern
of neglect that raises questions about equitable revenue distribu-
tion and the rights of local governance in resource-rich regions

like Balochistan. :

The provincial government's decision to voice its grievances to
the federation signals a much-needed shift in approach.
Historically, local stakeholders have often felt sidelined in matters
of resource extraction, leading to discontent and a sense of disen-
franchisement among the populace. By reaffirming its right to
engage earnestly with federal entities, Balochistan's cabinet is not
only seeking justice for past oversights but also setting a precedent
for future negotiation dynamics. Chief Minister Bugti's commit-
ment to address these issues "politely but vigorously" epitomizes a
potential new era of collaboration and assertiveness that could
empower Balochistan in the broader national context. This situa-
tion is not merely about the PPL agreement. It is emblematic of a

deeper systemic issue where provinces, particularly Balochistan
and other undcrreprcsentcd reg,lons struz,;,lc for wc.og,nmon and a
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By Amanullah Jan Baloch

“Gwadar’s Spirit Unveiled: A Gala of Traditions
and Opportunities at the University of Gwadar”

he University of Gwadar has
I once again upheld its tradition

of creating unique platforms
for students and the local community by
announcing the much-anticipated
“Cultural and Business Gala”.
Scheduled for December Sth and 6th,
this vibrant event will take place on the
university’s premises, bringing together
students, faculty, local artists, education
enthusiasts, officials, and civil society
members from across the district.

This gala serves as a testament to the
University of Gwadar’s commitment to
fostering community engagement, pro-
moting local culture, and encouraging
entrepreneurship among its students.
Through a blend of cultural exhibits, busi-
ness opportunities, and interactive activi-
ties, the event is set to highlight the true
essence of Gwadar, showcasing its tradi-
tions and the innovative potential of its
youth.

A Celebrauon of Gwadar’s Rich Culture

One of the key attractions of the gala is
its focus on cultural preservation and pro-
motion. Gwadar, known for its vibrant tra-
ditions and unique heritage, will be cele-
brated through a variety of engaging activ-
ties:

* Handicrafts Exhibition: Local artisans
will display intricate handmade  crafts,
reflecting the skill and creativity that
define Balochi culture.

* Traditional Music and Dance
Performances: Attendees will experience
the soul of Gwadar through mesmerizing
musical performances and traditional

dances that pay homage to the region’s
roots.

* Folk Art and Storytelling: Storytellers

and performers will bring to life the age-
old tales and folklore that have been
passed down through generations.

By providing a platform to showcase

these cultural elements, the University of
Gwadar aims to preserve and promote the
region’s heritage while offering local
artists an opportunity to share their talents
with a broader audience.

Empowering Youth Through Business

Opportunities

The business segment of the gala is

designed to inspire gnd empower students
by offering them a hands-on experience in
entrepreneurship. Students will activgly
participate by setting up stalls, presenting
innovative business ideas, and showcasing
their creativity.

¢ Student-Run Stalls These stalls will

+ sulimant

delights, and innovative business con-
cepts. Students will be able to engage
directly with visitors, gaining valuable
experience in customer interaction and
business operations.

* Promoting Entrepreneurship: By pre-
senting their ideas and products, students
will develop a deeper understanding of
market demands and the challenges of run-
ning a business. This will not only enhance
their entrepreneurial skills but also boost
their confidence to pursue business ven-
tures in the future.

* Cultural and Business Integration: The
fusion of cultural and business elements in
the gala will create a unique experience
where tradition meets innovation, reflect-
ing the progressive yet rooted spirit of
Gwadar.

Interactive Activities and Competitions

The gala promises a wide range of activ-
ities that cater to diverse interests, ensur-
ing an engaging experience for all atten-
dees. Some of the key events include:

* Debates and Speech Competitions:
These competitions will provide students
with a platform to express their thoughts
on important social, cultural, and econom-
ic issues.

‘» Dramatic Performances and Skits:
Through dramatizations and skits, students
will creatively address various themes,
from local folklore to contemporary chal-
lenges.

* Sports Events: Fnendly matches and
sports activities will add an element of fun
and teamwork to the event.

* Awards and ‘Certificates: To acknowl-
edge and celebrate the efforts of partici-
pants, awards and certificates will be dis-
tributed at the end of the event, encourag-
ing continued excellence.

Strengthening Community
University Bonds

The gala is not just an event for stu-
dents; it is a celebration that brings the
entire Gwadar community together. By
involving local residents, artists, and civil
society, the University of Gwadar aims to
strengthen the bond between the institu-
tion and its surrounding community.

* Building Bridges: Events like these

and

_ serve as a bridge between academia and

the local community, fostering mutual
understanding and collaboration.

+ Encouraging Local Participation: The
gala encourages locals to participate,
either as spectators or contributors, ensur-
ing that the event truly represents the spir-

it of Gwadar. )
+ Shawrasing Logcal Talent: From artists

and craftsmen to aspiring entrepreneurs,
the gala provides a platform for locals to
showcase their talents and gain recogni-
tion.

Educational and Social Impact

The impact of the Cultural and Business
Gala extends far beyond the two-day

. event. It provides students with an oppor-

tunity to leam and grow in a supportive
environment, preparing them for the chal-
lenges of the real world.

« Confidence Building: By presenting
‘their ideas and talents to a diverse audi-
ence, students gain confidence and
improve their communication skills.

* Practical Learning: The hands-on
experience of managing stalls, interacting
with visitors, and navigating challenges.
equips students with practical knowledge
that goes beyond classroom learning.

* Networking Opportunities: The gala
allows students to connect with profes-
sionals, local leaders, and community
members, opening doors to future collabo-
rations and opportunities.

Furthermore, the event contributes to
the overall development of Gwadar by
promoting its culture and supporting local
businesses. It helps build a sense of pride
among residents and inspires them to work
towards the betterment of their communi-
ty.

A Tradition of Excellence

The University of Gwadar has estab-
lished a tradition of hosting such events
annually, consistently delivering platforms
that empower students and celebrate the
region’s rich hentage. Over the years,
these events have become a hallmark of
the university, drawing attention from
across the province and beyond.

By combining culture, education, and '
entrepreneurship, the Cultural and
Business Gala has become more than just
an event; it is a movement that showcases
the potential of Gwadar and its people.

Looking Ahead

As the date approaches, excitement con- -
tinues to build for what promises to be a
memorable celebration of Gwadar’s spirit. *
The Cultwral and Business Gala is not only
a reflection of the University of Gwadar’s
commitment to excellence but also a testa- -
ment to the vibrant and resilient spirit of its
community.

By fostering harmony, pronioting local
talent, and inspiring innovation, the v'\la
represents a ‘

bright future for Gwadar, re tragi-
tions and opportunities come togather o
create lasting impact.
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