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Implementing
minimum wage

In a major relief for lnbm.nrers, the
Balochistan government had increased
the minimum wage of workers to
Rs37,000. The ministry of labour and
manpower Balcohistan had notified the
increase in the wage of workers. As per
the notification, the minimum wage of
the labourers working in the factory
including underage workers has been
fixed at Rs.37°000 per month. It was
indeed a welcome decision keeping in
view the fast escalating inflation and
low wages for private workers. The fed-
eral government had set the minimum
wage at Rs37,000 per month in the 2024-
25 budget. It is no secret that labourers
and private workers in various sec-
tors in Pakistan work overtime, are
underpaid, and often mistreated. It is
also tragic that most who employ work-
ers do not follow the labour laws at the
same time employees are also unaware
of their rights therefore by offering
employment employers dc not hesitate
to exploit laborers. It is illegal to make
workers work for more than eight hours
without giving them overtime. But in
reality, in different workplaces they are
forced to work for 10 to 12 hours. This
espedially is more common in the pri-
vate sector where 12 to 14 hours of work
is considered normal. In fact, this is

how the owners of private companies
save lime and engage fewer workers
which also endangers workers’ health

.and safety. It has been observed that in

different workshops, workplaces and
offices the employers do not abide by
the rule of the minimum wage for
workers introduced by the govern-
ment and the labour department is
also not active to take action in this
connection. There is always an under-
standing between _employer and
worker to decide a wage. However, it is
the responsibility of the government
and concerned departments to enforce
the law and bind employers to at least
pay minimum wage 37,000 to its work-
ers. Unfortunately, the government
has been unable to properly enforce
minimum wage and that effect perpet-
uating poverty and exploitation of the
working class. If the minimum wage
requirement is violated, employers
ought to face a fine. A starting point
would be to take steps to inform both
employers and workers about the
existence of protection laws through
mass media Enforcement of labourer
laws are f[undamental to making the
alite and middle class realise that they
cannot exploit the poor anymore
through meagre pay and long working
hours which constitute modern slav-
ery. The poor are impacted the most by
rising inflation, the least they deserve

is dignified workplaces that value their
hard work.
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