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Balochistan's future lies in
education, not conflict: CM

By Our Reporter

QUETTA: Chief Minister of Balochistan, Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti, emphasized the importance of
raising awareness about the historical facts relat-
ed 1o Balochistan, stating that the province's
accession to Pakistan was based on mutual con-
sent, and the notion of forced accession is a false
propaganda.

Addressing the participants of the 14th
National Workshop in Balochistan, Chief
Minister Bugti said that labeling a limited area-
oriented operation as a province-wide operation
is inaccurate. He clarified that past operations
wvere conducted on a limited scale in specific
areas against insurgency and stressed the need to
correct these historical misconceptions.

The Chief Minister added that Balochistan is
_being pushed toward instability in three ways:

“ through violence that results in the killing of

o st A

innocent people, through baseless propagandaon |

social media that spreads hatred against the state,
and through negative social tactics that create
socictal instability. He stressed the importance of
presenting Balochistan's true image to the world,
based on facts.

The Chief Minister remarked that
Balochistan's underdevelopment is not due to
external factors but rather the result of mistreat-
ment by its own people. He pointed out that nei-
ther Punjabis, Sindhis, Scraikis, nor anyone else
is responsible for keeping Balochistan backward;
instead, its people themselves have contributed
1o this situation.

Balochistan Express Quetta, Wednesday November 27, 2024.

= employment,

i The

Chief Minister
assured that young people
would be provided interest-
free loans if they present
viable business plans. He
added that effortis are
undenway to improve gov-
ernance 1n Balochistan,
including preventing the
sale of government jobs,
reopening 100 closed
schools in Pishin district,
and revitalizing non-func-
tional  educational and
health institutions across
the ‘province. Anti-corrup-
tion measures have been
activated, and investiga-
tions into corruption com-

plaints are underway, start-
ing with Kohlu and Dera
Bugti.

The Chief Minister
emphasized that the goal is
lo improve govemance and
restore the youth's trust in
the state. He urged the
youth of Balochistan to
decide whether they want to
be part of a futile war or
advance in educational and
social development.

During the workshop,
participants asked the Chief
Minister about various
political, economic, social,
governance, law and order,
and development issues in
Balochistan.

He also mentioned that priority measures are
being taken to bridge the gap between the state |
and the youth of Balochistan. The first-ever

Youth Policy has been C #

—

developed, and scholar-
ships are being provided to
Balochistan students for
Ph.D. studies at 200 top
universities worldwide. The
Chief Minister further stat-
ed that the provincial gov-
emment will cover the edu-
cation expenses of top stu-
dents from each district of
Balochistan  throughout
their 16-year academic
journey. He also shared that
a strategy has been formu-
“lated to train 30,000 young
~people in various skills over
“the mext three years and

send them abroad " for
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Delay in récovery |
of Musawar Khan

A complete shutter down strike was
observed across Balochistan on Monday
lo protest against the abduction of a
schoolboy. The 10-year-old Musawar
Khan son of a jeweller was kidnapped on
his way to school in a van on Nov 15th this
month when armed men intercepted the
vehicle near his home in the Patel Bagh
area and abducted him. The strike call
was given by political parties, traders and
civil society to express solidarity with the
family of the kidnapped boy and show
their anger towards the government who
has almost become unable to ensure the
protection of its citizens despite setting
aside a huge provincial budget every year.
In Balochistan Assembly, opposition law-
makers raised the issue of the kidnapping
and crilicised the government, particu-
larly law enforcement agencies, for their

_failure in safe recovery of the child despite

- the passage of 10 days. While talking to

reporters outside the provincial assembly
building, Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti, however, claimed that the govern-
ment and its forces were using all availa-

. ble resources for the early recovery of the

kidnapped student. Undoubtedly, the bra-
zen kidnapping of Musawar Khan in
broad daylight and delay in his recovery is
regrettable and exposed the alarming

state of security in the provinces. Eleven

days have passed since the harrowing

incident, yet there has been no significant
breakthrough in the investigation. This
prolonged silence from the authorities has
not only heightened public anxiety but
also raised serious questions aboul the
competence of law enforcement agencies
and the provincial government. The
abduction of a child, especially in such a
high-profile manner, is a grave crime that
demands immediate attention. The fact
that the kidnappers have managed to
operate with impunity underscores the
systemic failures within the securit
apparatus. The people of Balochistan
have long endured a climate of fear and
insecurity. This latest incident has only. -
exacerbated their concerns. The govern-
ment’s inability to protect its citizens, par-
ticularly the most vulnerable, has eroded
public trust and undermined its legiti-
macy. It is imperative that the authorities
demonstrate a genuine commitment to
ensuring the safety and security of all Giti-
zens. It is essential that the provincial gov-
ernment and law enforcement agencies
must take decisive action for the recovery
of Musawar Khan and this case should be
treated as a top priority, with all available.
resources mobilized for the investigation.
Effective coordination between' law
enforcement agencies is essential to share
information and _streamline efforts.
Moreover, the authorities should establish
open channels of communication and -
seek the public’s cooperation in the inves- |
tigation. Ay
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Strike across

Balochistan
against boy’s
abduction today

Schools, colleges to
remain shut today

By Saleem Shahid

QUETTA: A wheel-jam strike
will be observed in Balochistan
on Monday on a joint call for pro-
test given by various political
pardes, traders, transporters,
civil society against the kidnap-
ping of 10-year-old student.

In a statement, the originators
of a protest sitin at Zarghoon
Unity Chowk said that there

-would be no traffic on national
highways, as major cities would

. observe a complete wheel-jam
strike against government’s fail-
ure to recover the student.

For past 10 days, sit-ins were

. being held in Quetta to press the
authorities concerned to ensure
safe recovery of the abducted
child.

Musawir Khan, son of a jewel-
ler, was kidnapped on his way to
school in a van. Armed men

_intercepted the vehicle near his
home in the Patel Bagh area and
abducted him on Nov 15,

In Quetta, Nasarullah Zerey,

-the provincial president of
Pashtoonkhwa Milli Awami
Party, along with leaders of the
multiparty alliance, representa-
-tives of the business community
at the protest camp, last week
announced that a strike would be

-observed across the province
today (November 25).

:- Other leaders present at the

sprotest camp included Ghulam

:Nabi ' Marri of BNP-Mengal,

Apdul Rahim Kakar, president .

PERlaudasinaaaly

of Anjuman Tajran, Rashid Nasir
of ANP, Haji Abdul Bagi Kakar
and Changez Hayee Baloch.-

Expressing strong reserva-
tions over the performance of
law enforcement agencies which
failed to trace the abducted
child’s whereabouts, Mr Zerey
said all highways would be
blocked across the province on
Monday.

Schools closed today

In a late-night move, the
Balochistan education = depart-
ment announced closure of all
educational institutions across
the province today.

Private schools, colleges and
universities also announced holi-
day. b o

According to an official notifi-
cation issued late on Sunday, in
view of the wheel jam strike call
given by the transporters, it was
anticipated that public trans-
port would not be operational.

The notification said that the
situation was likely to cause sig-
nificant inconvenience to “stu-
dents, parents, teachers and the
general public.

In view of the situation it was
decided to close all educational
institutions, including those in
cantonment area, on Nov 25. .

Earlier, on Nov 21, the
Supreme Court constitutiona]
bench sought a report about the
child who was abducted from
Quetta. At a hearing, . Justice
Jamal Khan Mandokhail noted
that Quetta had come to a stand-
still due to protests held by citi-
zens against the abduction but it
seemed the provincial govern-.
ment was least bothered. 2

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

* DIRECTORATE
GENERAL OF PUBLIC
_ RELATIONS BALOCHSITAN

Bullet No. . 7

\
.\i

WAIe "
-
4

e~ o
T
VS

CLIPPING SERVICE

ally DAWN KARACH

Fi

Dated: 2 H NDY 2024 Page No?_*; o

Call for early

adoption of Chﬂd

Speaker criticises
arrest of innocent
women, asks
parties to ensure
gender-parity

By Our Statt
Correspondent

QUETTA: The Evaji
Alliance Balochistan
(EAB), a non-governmen-
tal organisation, on Sun-
day exprcsscd concern
over the delay in adopting
the Child Marriage Bill
moved in the provincial
assembly years ago to stop
early marriages in the
province.

EAB chairperson Sana

_ Durrani while addressing

a press conference also
demanded the appoint-
ment . of  provincial
ombudsperson for the
prevennon of harassment
on merit and in a trans-
parent, legal and non-
political manner.

Fatima Mengal, Fiza

' Kanwal, Alauddin Khilji

and Ghulam Hussain
Durrani were also pre-
sent on the occasion.

Ms Durrani underlined
the need for legislation for
the protection of women’s
inheritance rights at the

~ earliest to safeguard their
" lives and property.

“Governments have to

" uphold constitutional

Marriage Bill

laws to stop violation of
women’s rights during
war on terrorism, includ-
ing unlawful arrest of
innocent women,” Ms
Durrani said.

The EAB chief expre-
ssed reservations and
serious concern over the
use of women as weapon
in the ongoing resistance
and called upon the gov-
ernment to make strict
laws to stop this practice.

The government should
ensure implementation of
constitutional laws,
respect the sanctity of
chador and chardewari
and stop illegal arrest of
innocent women durmg
war against terrorism so
that the human rights of
women could be pro-
tected.

“Political parties must
ensure equal representa-
tion of women, youth, peo-
ple with disabilities, and
transgender individuals

in central executive com-

mittees,” she stressed and
called for stringent laws
at the provincial level to
prevent the wuse of
immoral language against
women in TV shows, polit-
ical rallies and on social
media.

Ms Durrani said women
should be given 33 per
cent representation in jir-
gas which have been made
functional so that women
could play their role in

resolving disputes about

women.
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‘Achakzai terms

I‘nilitary operations
counterproductive’

PKMAP leader regrets Pakhtuns are
being massacred, yet they are being

_ portrayed as terrorists

By Our Staff Correspondent

QUETTA: PKMAP chairman Mehmood Khan

Achakzai on Sunday said that military operations had

' never produced positive results in the past and were
unlikely to do so in the future.

He recalled that a military operation had already

caused the country to break apart once and added that

. political issues cannot be resolved through force but

_ through negotiations and constitutional supremacy.

Mr Achakzai, who is also convener of the Tehreek

Tahafuz-i-Aain Pakistan, was addressing the inaugural

session of a two-day pubic and tribal representative

jirga in Zhob presided over by local politician Nawab

Ayaz Khan Jogezai.

Criticising the current parliament, the PkMAP

leader alleged that it has become a hub for smugglers

- and hoarders of black money, where there is no space
. for debate or decisions on public issues. Therefore, he
emphasised, holding public representative jirgas for

resolving public problems was important.

Mr Achakzai strongly condemned the cutting off of
Islamabad’s land link with the rest of the country to
prevent PTI’s peaceful protest, calling such actions as
contrary to democratic principles.

Mr Achakzai said over the past five decades, interna-

" tional powers and their local proxies had turned
. Afghanistan into a battlefield to achieve their global

political, strategic and economic interests.

. The destruction of Afghanistan is not the fault of any |

‘ barbaric force, he said and added that unfortunately
the states and elites of the world’s so-called civilised
nations were responsible for that.

Therefore, he maintained, ensuring peace and recon-
struction in Afghanistan is the responsibility of those
states that had participated in the Afghan war which
caused its destruction.

Mr Achakzai pointed out that the forms of wars and
certain roles played by global powers and their local
proxies in this region had changed over time, but
regrettably these wars are not showing any signs of
ending.

Today, he regretted, a new wave of bloodshed has
begun across Pakhtun lands and referred to frequent
acts of terrorism and armed clashes in Pakhtun areas,
particularly Kurram district.

On one hand Pakhtun people are being massacred,
on the other they are being portrayed as terrorists, he
deplored.

The PkMAP chief expressed surprise that while nat-
ural sources of politically empowered and sovereign
nations contribute to their prosperity, for Pakhtuns and
other politically weaker communities, their own pre-
cious resources have become a curse for them.

A large number of tribal elders, public representa-
tives, members of civil society, PkMAP Secretary
General Abdul Rahim Mandokhel and other leaders
in their speeches expressed serious concern over the
prevailing law and order and security situation in

the country.
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Three killed in gun attack |
on wedding party

By Ali Jan Mangi

DERA MURAD JAMALTI: Festivities turned into tragedy when

two brothers of the groom along with another relative were gunned
.down on their way back from a wedding in the Jhal Magsi district of
‘Nasirabad division, on Sunday. '
. Levies officials said both brothers were FC officials, leading the
motorcade of the newly wed and other relatives to Quetta.

When the wedding party were close to the Patri area of
Gandawah tehsil, some armed men sitting in a picket opened fire
on them with automatic weapons. Both elder brothers of the groom
as well as one of their relatives were killed on the spot.

Levies force rushed the bodies to district hospital where the vic-
tims were identified as Fida Hussian, Zakir Hussain, Babul
Mohammad Hasni aka Masri. The attackers escaped before the
arrival of law enforcement personnel.

While investigation was under way, Levies officials said the family
of the victims blamed their ‘relatives’ for the armed artack.

‘Honour killing’

In the Chatar area of Nasirabad district, armed men killed their
sister-in-law in the name of honour. Levies officials said two suspects,
identified as Ayaz Shah and Aali Shah, opened fire on their sister-in-
law, identified as Samina, on the spot while her friend Meral Shah
sustained wounds. The body and the injured were shifted to Dera
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~ QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jatfar Khan Mondokhel talking to Senator Saeed Ahmed Hashmi and Hussain Hashmi on
Tuesday
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