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Bugti for bringing
retorms to sqlve
issues of varsities

Appoints Imrani as senior minister
and irrigation minister

Staff Report

QUETTA: Halochistan Chiel Minister Mir Sarfrar Bugti on
Monday said that provincial government wanted 1o introduce
comprehensive reforms to solve Lhe problems on permanent
basis being (aced by provinee universiies
1le said this while falkang to Chairman [ligher Education
Commission (HEC) Dr Mukhtiar Ahmed called on him here
Provincial Mimsters including Raheela Hameed Khan
Durrani. Mir Sadiq Umrani. Bakht Mubammad Kakar and
Member of Provineial Assembly {MPA) Asghar Tareen were
also present lmproving governance and guality education i
Balochistan umversiies were discussed in the meeling.
Balochistan Chiel Minister sought suggestions from Higher
Education Commssien (HEC) for improving the Dalockistan
Universities Act 1f we provide resources o upiversities, we
also have the right to be accountahle, he added
He said that in view of the financial sinuation, universities
should avoid unnceessary recruitment and construction pro-
jects.
There will be no compromise on improving quality and
goverpance in universitics, he said and added that there would
be no political interference in universities or any blackmail=

f‘l’hr CM said that itis necessary 1o stop the process of creat-
ing anti-stale mindset among students. saying that organized
groups are involved in creating anti-state mindsct in most uni-
yersities across the country while this eritical situation musi

{
b

VOL XLV No. 929 QUETTA Tuesday Nove

]

be realized.

He said (hat the Ralochistan government Was siriving to
highlight this problem and convene 2 national conference 1o
address it

Mir Sarfraz Iburgt said that the Chiel Ministers of all foor
provinces and Vice Chancellors of universitics acToss the
country would be invited to the conference.

We welcome the positive suggestions of the Higher
Education Cammission, logether with HEC, Balechistan uni-
wersities will be put on the path of improvement, We will move
forward, he mamtained

Balochistan Chief Mimister Mir Sarfraz Bugti has appointed
Mir Muhammad Sadiq Imrani, a senior provincial minister
and irripation minuter, 1o the ational Economic Council
Fxecunve Commintee (ECKC) ' This move mms 19 boost
efforts in addressing economic 1ssucs and related concerns in
the province througl active “‘F‘lz“"‘-“ W,

In & recent meehimg. six key projects were approved to
enhance the communication system and other sectors in
[h1‘ncl1|_st'=m. These projects include a railway line connecting
major cities, construction of roads, and a shipbreaking vard
The approved projects are valued atbillions ofnlpccs.wi;h the
railway line project alone costing 15.50 billion rupees,

mber 26, 2024 /Jumada al-Awwal 23, 1446
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Quetta: Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugli exchanging views with President of Mational Party and MPA Abdul Malik Baloch during
assembly session on Monday.
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Power & Protest

As the Pakistan Tehreek i
: LC]\- 3= o ¢ Sl e
iy = g e-Insaf geared up for what was branded a 'do
ie' protest in the federal capital, a palpable tensi i i
i - : , a palpable tension hung in the air,
arked by contrasting sentiments, Former Pri ini '
Giltyiseemed to be & _ s rime Minister Imran Khan's
1 ed to be gr_nppll.ng with an unexpected challenge: the lack of
the fervent mass mobilization that once cha 1zed 1 i ‘

* o _ aracterized its rallies. Social
media, traditionally a vibrant platform for PTI's narrative -
ously muted, suggesting th i i S8
‘ ,S ) S g,_i,bls ing that the enthusiasm that once surged through its

anks was noticeably missi A T T b
e ey y missing. Meanwhile, party leaders, donning brave

sages on lelevision, appeared 1o anticipate a turnout that, in a more opti-

rlzllstlF context, cquld only be described as underwhelming. State respond-
Z Wlllll an alarming show of force, leading one to question its own confi-

. : o ) : .

hnce in malllagll.ng law and order. Roads crisscrossing the country were
shut down, limiting access to major urban centres, while public gatherings
were outright banned. Security personnel were deployed in full force,
marking a clear pivot towards suppression rather than engagement. The
blanket enforcement of Section 144 across Punjab hinted at a panic
evidence-based approach to civil disobedience.
This all seemed perplexing given that under normal circumstances,
protests especially of the variety anticipated by PTI would have been con-
fined to limited areas and would likely have concluded with little more

ipants.

than a collective sigh of discontent from partic
qvites us to delve deeper into the

The authorities' unyielding stance i
psyche of those in power. Why does the state exhibit a remarkable lack of
confidence in its ability to uphold peace during protests? This systemic
apprehension is especially puzzling when juxtaposed with the near-apathy
ed by rival political fac-

demonstrated during previous marches organiz
tions. The ruling parties have historically marched on Islamabad, rallying

support with grandiosc claims of overthrowing incumbent governments,
fear displayed now by current authorities starkly

hile passionate, have rarely

response rather than an

transformed into
ve largely as platforms for citizens

{ that accompanies the state's
Notion that in fearing

yet the corresponding
differs. These protests, W
ne threats to governance. They ser
et the conduc
ment of prioritics.

genui
to voice their discontent, y

response NOW suggests a misalign

R I

=TT
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public dissent. By opting for
clively create a larger dismup-
ds of thousands of

r—— e
protest, the state inadvertently exacerbales
heavy-handed measures, the authorities cffe
tion than the protests could ever achieve alone, [undre
innocent citizens found their daily lives disrupted throuph a blanket lock-
down an inconvenience that suggesls a scvere miscalculation in address-

ing public unrest. This patiern of precautionary measurcs often misfires; it
assumes that the projected fear can preemptively quash dissent. but it fre-
quently causcs the opposite effect, invigorating public sentiment against
those in powcr. or authoritics to

There lies a crucial dilemma: the need |
understand that protcsts, when orchestrated responsibly, arc a hallmark of
democratic cpgagemen

_ L Instead ol resorting to punitive measures, 2
degree of restraint would signal a progressive shift toward accommodat-
ing public grievances.

A genuinely democratic approach v
bly, even if the motivations behind such gatherings are scen as u

come. Allowing protes heir frustrations, albeit in a
controlled environment, could yield better outcomes than the anxiety-

driven crackdowns we witness today. On the eve of PTI's protest, it
becomes evident that our current political milieu is characterized not
merely by the tension of the moment but by an overarching apprehension

of dissent. It is imperative for authorities to risc above their fears and

adopt strategies that emphasize engagement over suppression. Only
through a commitment to dialogue 4nd understanding can We hope to cul-

tivate a political environment that values the voices of 1ts citizens rather
than stifling them. As Pakistan navigates this pivotal moment, the call for
restraint and rationality in protest management has never been more

urgent.

vould recognize the right to assem=
nwel-

{ers space 10 express t
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