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; Advocating transparency, accountability

Mandukhel stresses f00d | crnievtit rrn

- .

‘governance for social justice '

Staff Report

'QUETTA:  Governor  of
'Balochistan ~ Jafar  Khan
Mandukhel emphasized that
good governance provided the
foundation for the rule of law,
timely social justice, human
rights protection and broad soci-
etal participation in political and
' copomic activities.

He noted that developed
pations prioritize ‘the people’s
{jnterest’ in their plans and poli-
| jes. listen to citizens’ voices,
+ qdress legitimate complaints,
¢ d safeguard their rights.

.‘;w‘u the Governor's House in

' s o B -~ —

Quetta, during the weekly citi-
zen hearing, Governor
Mandukhel stressed the need
that good governance requires
transparency,  accountability,
and participation. He under-
scored the need for public insti-
tutions to be accountable to the
people’s needs and complaints.
Mandukhel advocated for
merit-based appointments and

Promotions, resource optimiza- .

tion and eliminating irregulari-
ties in order to achieve effective
service delivery. He praised the
provincial ombudsman institu-
tion for providing atfordable and

- come to make effective service

timely justice to the poor and

underprivileged; Promoting
social justice and equality,
He said that the time has

delivery in governmeny depart-

ments, Tesources, merit-bageq
appointments and Promotiong
and take practical steps to e}imi.
nate all types of i"'B\lluitig;

Governor Balochistan saig \hci
the provincial ombudsmap jnsris
tution is a good institutjon for
providing timely and cheap jus-
tice to poor people. Especially
those who cannot afford the'
heavy legal fees, we strive to |

promote social justice and J

equality in various ways.
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'CM orders
probe into
dévelopmeht
scheme 1n 4
Panqu;

St!fﬂleport, bt

QUETTA: Balochlstgn Chief
i Minister (C‘M) Mir, Sarfraz
Bugti has ordered thg Anti-
Corruption Esl'abhshmenl to
investigate the development
scheme of i’anjgur Chitkan
Bazar Old Diesel Mandi Road
to Faiz Muhammad Chowk.

The chief minister; has
taken notice of the complaint |
of the residents of Panjgur to
curb corruption and embez-
zlement of |funds. On' the
order of ' CM, 'the  Anti- \
Corruption - Establishment |
has sought a report from the |
officials of the concerned
department.

According to the notifica- ‘
tion of the Anti-Corruption
Establishment, an inspection
team . headed by Deputy |-
Director Anti-Corruption
Makran Circle has been
formed - to invesligale the
matter. , |

In the uonﬁcanon of the |
Anti-Corruption
Establishment, the Secretary
of the Department of
Communications and Works
has been mandated to ensure
the presence of Jocal officers
along with “the inspection
commillee.
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| hood and employment in the province.
| Climate change is also making. the
 situation more wobbly, ‘Weather pat-
terns around the globe, causing
droughts and water shortages in some
parts of the world but floods in the other

" areas.

Balochistan’s water
issue

Balochistan is blessed with plenty for
natural resources and minerals but
when it comes to talk about its water
reservoirs it stands water stressed
region. Average annual precipitation in
Balochistan varies from 2 to 20 inches
(50 to 500 mm). Its east-northern parts
receive some rains from monsoon
(300mm+ per year) where the rest of the
province is either ‘arid or hyper arid
(S0mmt+ peryear). . © -

Apart from Indus River that is feed-
ing 2 to 3 districts'(3 Million Acre Feet),
the rest of the province. is exploiting
ground water (2.2'Million Acre Feet) at
an alarming rate with some traditional
techniques of Sailaba harvesting
Surprisingly, the quantity of water (10
Million Acre Feet) that is generated as
flood water runs off unharnessed. Due
to water shortage, the situation has
come to a level where some of major cit-
ies like Quetta and other towns of the
province _are faced, with . threats, of
migration due to unavailability = of
drinking water. While the mainstay of
Balochistan’s economy is agriculture

" and livestock, and other allied activities

which cater for more than 70% of liveli-

It is really unfortunate that every year
10 MAF of flood water go waste and
untapped, and the main reason behind
this is lack of dams in the province.
Regrettably, the successive govern-
ments in the past neglected Balochistan
with regard to constructing dams and
“still there dams upon which the con-
struction work is to be initiated.

No' doubt, the federal and provincial
governments agree construction of
dams in Balochistan is inevitable. to
address, however, the pace of taking

action in this regard is miserably slow. -

The Kaisar dam of Nushki district, |

which was started several years ago, isa -

clear instance of government’s apathy.
The dam is not going to be completed
under pretext of lack of funds while
every. year the flood inflicts damages to

the constructed work and its cost is-

increasing. %

However, it is hoped that the provin-

cial government ' will take pragmatic
steps to complete work on under-con-
structed dams besides’ starting more
damsto address water woes of the
province. Moreover, the government
will also pursue federal government in
‘timely” completion of dam projects in

" the province and the incumbent fed-

eral government unlike past' govern-
ments will bring tangible changes in
the province. , |

|
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