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Mandukhel
felicitates
Malik on

election as

National Party
President
Staff Report

QUETTA: Governor Jafar
Khan Mandukhel extended

warm congratulations to Dr.
Abdul Malik Baloch on his
election as.Central President
of the National Party, with

Kabir Muhammad Shahi as -

' General Secretary.
Governor Mandukhel
praised Dr. Malik’s. exem-

‘plary leadership and commit- |
‘ment to democratic values in i
Balochistan. He acknowl- |

edged Dr.' Malik’s tireless
efforts to empower citizens
and promote a sense of rights
and social justice.

The Governor wished all
central and provincial lead-
ers, as well as National Party
cadres, = success in their

. endeavors. He emphasized

the importance of fostering
cordial relationships. among
provincial political organiza-
tions, highlighting the value
of  cooperation, mutual
respect, and unity in
Balochistan’s political land-

| scape. - Meanwhile, while

talking to a delegation led by
Vice President of Quetta
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Engineer Mirwais
Khan Kakar, Governor
Balochistan said that
undoubtedly Balochistan can
emerge economically very
quickly through its two sec-
tors i.e., trade and agriculture
as it is located at the junction
of Central Asia, Mid East and

~South Asia. By giving them

access to the commercial
markets of neighboring coun-
tries and adopting modern
farming techniques on the
fertile land of their province,

they can create a revolution.
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QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Ahmad Bugti talking to delegation of Quetta Chamber of Commerce led by Najibullah
Tareen on Thursday.

Meeting families of martyred labourers

CM Balochistan vows to
eliminate terrorism

Bugti pledges quick solution to businessmen’s problems
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Uncontrolled
road mishaps

As many as 12 people lost their lives
and several others injured in three deadly
road accidents in Balochistan in a single
day. Unfortunately, fatal accidents are
common in Balochistan, where traffic
rules are rarely followed and roads, par-
ticularly in rural and mountainous areas,
are in poor condition. Such incidents are
frequent in Balochistan, where single-
carriage roads connect various cities, and
even some highways lack modern safety

features. The precious human lives are
being perished on a regular basis on
Quetta-Karachi, Quetta- Sibi, Quetta
Zhob and Quetta Taftan but regrettably,
the government and National Highway
Authority (NHA) are just playing the role
of silent spectator. Every year hundreds
of people die in road accidents across the
province but the state and authorities
concerned do not pay heed to protect
lives of citizens. There are two main rea-
sons behind increasing number of road
mishaps in Balochistan particularly that
of Quetta-Karachi Highway are lack of
dual carriageways and over speeding,
Unfortunately, so far the entire

| Balochistan lacks even a single kilometer

dual carriageway. The single and old
highways are no longer suitable to cater
the demand of the present flow of traffic.
The number of vehicles particularly that
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ochistan Time Qustto
01 NOV 2024

o oy e

Dated:

of passenger coaches increased manifold
along with fast increase in human

lation. Secondly, there is no check and
balance over passenger buses and other
traffic plying on the roads. A large num-
‘ber of road accidents are happening due
to over- speeding and the drivers of pas-
sengers’ buses are mostly young and
untrained, and there is always competi-
tion of covering distance with less time.
Sadly, NHA alwaysneglected Balochistan
and hardly paid attention towards con-
struction and expansion of highways
despite the fact that Balochistan shares a
border with Iran and Afghanistan with
whom the country has bilateral economie
relations and hundreds of trucks play on
highways of Balochistan loaded with
import and export goods. Now, it is
imperative that the provincial govern-
ment of Balochistan and federal govern-
ment have mercy upon the people of the
most impoverished province and take
seriously the dualisation of Quetta-
Karachi and other highways. Merely say-
ing Balochistan is the future of Pakistan
and beating the drums of CPEC will not
going to heal the wounds of masses of
Balochistan and cannot work to evade
future road mishaps, unless practical
measures are taken. Moreover, the gov-
ernment’s authorities atleast can come up
with a proper strategy to control over-.
speeding and timely action against driv-
ers who violate rules, and the drivers.
must qualify training before plying pas-
senger buses on highways.
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Fight against Polio

Polio is a serious discase that can cause permanent disability, yet in
Balochistan and Pakistan, our fight against it is still far from over. For
decades, health workers have worked tirelessly to protect children from
this debilitating illness. However, recent events show us that we have
many hurdles to overcome. Deadly attacks on polio teams and an increase
in vaccine refusal illustrate a troubling situation: health workers face dan-
gers while mistrust in vaccines grows. To effectively eliminate polio, we
must focus on two major issues: the safety of polio health workers and
the public's acceptance of the vaccine. Firstly, the security of polio teams
is critical. Just this past Tuesday, tragic incidents in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
reminded us of the risks these brave individuals face while performing
their duties. Policemen and polio workers were attacked, showing how
dangerous this work can be. These health workers deserve our gratitude
for their dedication to protecting our children, often putting themselves in
harm's way. To improve security, the government should take immediate

action. In areas where militant activity is high, the government must

deploy trained personnel who understand counterterrorism to escort polio |
teams. This will help protect those on the ground who are trying to pre-

vent polio from spreading. Additionally, police officers involved in these
campaigns should receive special training and modern protective gear to
prepare them for any potential threat. Secondly, we need to address the
growing number of parents refusing to vaccinate their children. In Sindh,

for example, vaccine refusal rates have soared, reaching as high as 85% in
cities like Karachi. o » e

Many parents are misinforméd about the vaccine, believing myths that
link it to infertility or other health problems. This cultural resistance
makes it even harder to achieve our goal of eradication. One promising
solution involves engaging religious leaders, or ulema, in the vaccination
campaign. The Sindh government has already begun this important work
by including clerics in their efforts. Their involvement can significantly
influence public opinion in favor of vaccination. Clerics can communicate
with communities during Friday prayers, clarify that the polio vaccine is
safe, and reassure parents that it aligns with their religious beliefs. To
complement this effort, the government should also launch large-scale
media campaigns aimed at dispelling myths about the vaccine. These
campaigns should target areas where refusal rates are high and focus on
educating the public about the benefits of the vaccine while countering
misinformation. Today, Pakistan stands at a critical juncture.

We were once close to eliminating polio but are now on the brink of a
potential resurgence. Meanwhile, countries like India and Bangladesh
have successfully eradicated the disease, proving that with consistent
effort and smart planning, elimination is possible. It is disheartening that
polio remains endemic in just two countries; Pakistan and }var-t(»nl
Afghanistan. This should serve as a wake-up call for all of us. Polio eradi-
cation is achievable, but we must act urgently and efficiently to address
the challenges we face. Improving security for health workers and foster-

ing trust in the vaccine are both crucial steps in this journey.
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