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KARACH]I: Governor Balochistan Jafar Khan Mandukhel exchanginv views with Chinese Consul General Yang Yundong during their

meeting on Thursday.
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Mandukhel, Yang
discuss economic,
education cooperation

Staff Report

KARACHI: Chinese Consul General Yang Yundong met
Governor Balochistan Jafar Khan Mandukhel in Karachi.

During the meeting, issues of mutual interest including
political and cconomic changes in the region, health facilities
and scholarships for students of Balochistan were discussed
threadbare.

Governor Balochistan made it clear that in view of the
bright future of both countries, we should focus on teaching
our new generation modern skills along with modern educa-
tion. He said that Balochistan is an important link of mega
projects like CPEC and Gwadar is the shining jewel in the
crown of CPEC, adding that with the completion of China
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), Pakistan, especially
Balochistan, became the center of all economic activities.

The Governor stated that there is an urgent need to utilize
the profitable investment opportunities available in
Balochistan. In view of the future of both countries. we have
to teach our new generation modern skills along with modern
education, he added. .

On this occasion, the Chinese Consul formally invited
Governor Balochistan to visit China and the two leaders
agreed to continue support in various ficlds and to increase
people-to-people relations.
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~ bas been reported in a minor
gil in Zhob district of
Balochistan raising the (otal
number of such cases to 16 sur-
faced in Balochistan during the \
year 2024. As many as 28
cases of pohavu'us have been
reported in the county during
the current year. Of them, the
mqomy of the cases surfacéd
alone in Balochistan. “A thor-
ough inquiry report of the polio
cases reported in parts of the
province shall be presented to
him,” CM said while directing
the bealth department authori-
ties. Stressing the need for col-
laborative efforts, he said we
" would have to fight crippling
disease collectively. “Every e
cmerging case causes a great
pain and inconvenicnce (o the

’ CM takes government,” he said, deplor- g

mg lhnx other nations are

1 g Dew  ay V of
nOtlce as dc\clopmcnl and prosperity,
and we are still struggling to

BaIOChiStan get nd_(:)r goAhpvmxs. ‘
reports 16th

polio case
APP

QUETTA: Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraqz
_Bugti on Thursday expressed
“ his great concern over the sur-
face of fresh poliovirus case in
Balochistan, expressing annoy-
ance over the performance of
Ve provincial Emergency
Opcration Center (EOC) to
curb the spread of deadly virus.
A WPV-] crippling poliovirus
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Concern over
increasing poverty

Balochistan, Pakistan's largest province
by area and smallest by population, is fac-
ing a dire crisis as 70% of its residents are
struggling with poverty. This alarming

igure, revealed by ihe Pakistan Institute
of Development Economics, is a stark
reminder of the province’s entrenched
socioeconomic issues. Unemployment is
on the rise, and the lack of industry cou-
pled with the struggling agriculture sec-
tor, has left the population in a precarious
situation.Several factors contribute to
Balochistan’s poverty woes. The prov-
ince’s vast rangelands are suffering from
degradation, impacting the livelihoods of
those dependent on them. Agriculture is
the mainstay of the economy of the prov-
ince. Regrettably at present it is facin
immense challenges owing to long hours
of load-shedding, floods and lack of atten-
tion of the government to transform this
sector in accordance with modern needs.
Furthermore, limited access to education
perpetuates the cycle of poverty, making it
challenging for gxy:iividuals to break free.
Regrettably, the illiteracy rate is much
higher in Balochistan as compared to
'olher provinces where more than 2 mil-

*'lion children are already out of schools.

" Likewise, the mismanagement of public
funds and resources exacerbates the situa-

- . tion. Politicians often forget their commit-

(-
ments to the people, leaving them without
hope for a better future. The closure of
il'f?:mnl border trade, a vital source of
income for many, has eliminated employ-
ment opportunities without providing
alternative solutions. Despite the fact that
Balochistan is rich in mineral resources,
its people are deprived of this blessing as
most of the youth in the province are
unskilled to make space in the mining sec-
tor. Experts say that to combat poverty in
Balochistan, it'is essential to address seri-
ous issues such as improving access to
quality education to equip the population
with skills for better employment oppor-
tunities, implementing initiatives to
enhance agricultural productivity and .
mitigate the effects of land degradation
and encouraging investments to establish
industries, creating job opportunities and
stimulating economic growth. Moreover,
the government authorities must ensure

% transparent management of public funds

and resources to maximize impact. The
Benazir Income Support Program, the
country’s largest social safety net, can
serve as a foundation for poverty allevia-
tion efforts in Balochistan. By addressing
the root causes of poverty and implement-
ing sustainable solutions, we can hope to
see a brighter future for the people of
Balochistan. It is time for policymakers to
take concrete steps towards improving the
lives of Balochistan's residents. The prov-
ince’s development is crucial for Pakistan’s
progress, and neglecting this issue can
have far-reaching consequences.
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Back to the Brink

- Resurgence of polio in Balochistan present a critical public health
challenge that cannot be ignored. Since March of this year, the region
has reported 15 new cases, a troubling statistic that starkly contrasts
the hopeful narrative of recent years where no cases were reported in
2022 and 2023. The spotlight now shines on Qila Abdullah, Quetta,
Dera Bugti, Chaman, Jhal Magsi, Zhob, Qila Saifullah, Kharan, and
Pashin areas that are once again reeling under the threat of this debili-
tating disease. The last two years of being polio free may have lulled
many into a false sense of security, but the latest data demonstrates the
fragility of our achievements in the fight against this virus. With 26
cases reported in the year 2020 and drawing from the alarming total of
69 cases from 2015 until now, one cannot help but wonder about the
factors leading to this resurgence. Are these case reports indicative of a
failure in the vaccination campaigns, or do they reflect the negligence
or misgivings of parents regarding the polio vaccine? The facts are
clear: the polio vaccine is the most effective safeguard against this
virus, which can cause irreversible paralysis in children under the age
_of five. It is the only shield against a disease that leaves lasting disabil-
| ities and affects not only the victims but also their families and com-
munities. Polio's return is not just a health crisis; it underscores a
series of failures, be it in public awareness, accessibility to vaccina-
tion, or the lingering stigma that can surround immunization efforts in
certain areas. In Balochistan, areas like Quetta, Chaman, and Qila
Abdullah have been classified as high-risk zones for polio. '

The government, NGOs, and health organizations:have conducted
repeated anti-polio vaccination drives, but the continuous emergence
of cases shows that these efforts have yet to develop the necessary
inroads into the communities most at risk. It is essential to understand
that vaccination campaigns are not merely administrative exercises but
lifelines that can prevent agony and suffering. The emotional and psy-
chological dimensions of vaccination must not be underestimated.
Many parents harbor: fears, often exacerbated by misinformation about
vaccines and healthcare. Trust must be built within communities;
health authorities need to engage with parents empathetically and
transparently. Direct interactions, educational workshops, and the
inclusion of local leaders in vaccination campaigns could significantly
improve turnout and acceptance rates. In rural regions of Balochistan,
vaccination teams often face numerous obstacles they struggle against
geographical barriers, hostilities from communities, and logistical I
challenges that hinder outreach. An interdisciplinary approach, incor- l]
porating social mobilization with healthcare initiatives, is essential to !
tackle these barriers effectively.

To that end, every reported case of polio should prompt critical
reflection across Balochistan. We must ask ourselves: What more can
be done? How do we ramp up vaccinations, address parental concerns,
and ensure that fears are alleviated through education? It's time to
rally together, prioritize our children's health, and do everything in our
power to eradicate polio once and for all. The future of a healthy
Balochlstan depends on it.
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