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Health dept’s
incompetence

Like other sectors of Balochistan, the
health sector is passing through immense
difficultes and challenges. Unfortunately,
in the past the province’s health depart-
ment, chronically underfunded and mis-
managed, has left iits citizens vulnerable to
preventable diseases and untimely deaths.
The lack of basic healthcare facilities in
remote areas is a stark reality for people of
Balochistan. Hospitals often operate with-
out adequate medical supplies, essential
equipment, and qualified healthcare pro-
fessionals. As a resull, patients are forced
to travel long distances, sometimes even
across provindal borders, to seek proper
medical care. However, lack of funds is
not the only reason due to which the
health sector is facing difficulties and
challenges; rather mismanagement, ina-
bility and inappropriate use of funds is the
main issue that makes people of this poor
province suffer Recently, the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) of the
Balochistan Assembly expressed annoy-
ance over the health department's failure
to utilise Rs3 billion allocated in the
budget, which was returned unused to the
finance department. The committee, dur-
ing a meeting reviewed the accounts of
the provindcial health department and
noted the failure to utilise significant
funds allocated for the financial year 2021-

. —

22. The return of these funds to the
finance department was described as a
serious injustice to the people of the prov-
ince and indicative of inefficiency on the
part of senior health officials. The health-
care syslem in Balochistan is plagued by
numerous issues, including inadequate
hospital facilities, lack of cleanliness and
hygiene, non-furctional toilets and inad-
equate sanitation, a shortage of qualified
medical staff and equipment, and inac-
cessibility to basic healthcare services,
particularly in rural areas. The condition
of district headquarters hospitals is more
dismal. The hospitals in districts lack all
basic facilities, including that of operation
theaters, surgeons, City Skin and MRI
machines. The people for a minor treat-
ment rush to Quetta city. Owing to lack of
basic facilities in district hospitals the
Mother Mortality and Infant Mortality
rates are very high in Balochistan. The
hospitals lack proper laborites and medi-
cines despite allocation of a lofty budget
for the health sector every year. It is essen-

tial that the government and authorities .

concerned must take strict action against
officers and officials in the health depart-
ment who are responsible for the degra-
dation of the health department. The gov-
ernment must take immediate steps to
address the crisis in the province’s health
sector. This includes proper use of funds,
check and balance and appointing honest
and competent officers and officials to a]l
key posts so masses could get better
healthcare facilities.
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Nonstop power to hospitals ordered
QUETTA Balochistan Minister for Health Bakht
Muhammad Kakar on Tuesday asked the Quetta
Electric Supply Company (QESCO) chief to ensure
Found-the-c]ock electricity for hospitals of the prov-
ince so that the people can get the best medical fa-
cilitles. In a meeting with chief of QESCO Shafqat .
Ali, the minister discussed the issues of electricity.
shortage and load shedding in hospitals. Kakar

*informed the QESCO chief that modern equipment
- like CT scan and MRI machines, as well as oxygen -

. Plants, have been installed in various hospitals
of the province and are important for timely

. treatment and the best diagnosis of patients. He

exp;_)hasised that the uninterrupted supply of elec--
tricity to hospitals would help provide better health
facilities to the people. In this regard; a committee

3 Heal_th Department has been formed to work on -
-.a daily basis to resolve issues of power supply to - |

hospitals, payment of dues, and other electricity =
related issues. amp i

Balochistan to launch pink bus

OUETTA. Advisor to Balochistan Chief Minister on
Women's Development, Dr Rubaba Khan Buledi,
has announced that for the first time in the prov-
ince’s history, a dedicated Pink Bus Service is being
launched to address the travel needs and issues faced
by women. The initdative will not only ease transpor-
taton challenges for women, but also provide them~*
with a greater sense of freedom and security, said
anews staternent. Dr Buledi emphasised that the |
Balochistan government was committed to taking * ,
all possible measures for women's developmentand -
meeting their needs. The Pink Bus Serviceaimsto
provide women with a safer and more convenient “*'}
travel experience, which will also enhance their par-
ticipation in social and economic activites. arp S8

consisting of representatives from QESCO and the: |
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