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Path to sustainable

development
Governor

Mandukhel

calls for
modernization,

_synergy

Staff Report

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan  Jafar Khan
Mandukhel said that they had
to decide which departments
to close and Wwhich new
departments to introduce in
all public sector universities.

He said that all these deci-
sions should have been taken
while keeping in mind the
modern requirements of the
1| 21st century and their own
|| meeds. Presiding over the
" | twelfth session of the univer-
sity. Governor Balochistan
said that this wise move
would not only increase our
relevance but also promote
synergy between academia
and market while adapting to
new changes.

Mandukbel made it clear
that they should ready to
embark on the path of scien-
tific progress and to empower
our future architects.

Justice Amir Nawaz Rana
of Balochistan High Court,
Provincial  Minister  for
Education Rahila Hameed
Khan Durrani, Vice
Chancellor  of  Bitums
University Professor Dr.
Khalid Hafeez, Provincial
Secretary Education Hafeez
Tahir, Principal Secretary to
Governor Balochistan
Hashim Khan Ghalzai, Dr.
Hafeez Jamali, Dr. Akbar
Harifal, Additional Secretary
Finance and Director Geperal
Higher '~ » . .- Education
Balochistan, ‘Dr.  Zahoor
Ahmed Bazai and all . the
members ~~ of . Bitums
University were present on
)| the occasion. .~
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'QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugtl exchanging views with local sldars during his visit to Jamla lslainis Edigation

System Quetta on Tuesday.

VOL XLV No. 902 QUITTA Wedn

- Five workers k
“attack at Panjgur dam site

CM Balochistan strongly condemns terrorist attack

Staff Report

QUETTA: At leant five workers

tasked with dam maintenance

were killed and two others IIJ:}IIWII
* when unknown armed assailanty
¥ w"‘,','a fire in l?xc Paroom area of
:‘P”}‘p}g"-;_ district,. Dalochistan,
f'lo-"“] . suthorities  reported  on
Uruesdays o
Am‘-’;,de ?lﬁjurml were promptly
o 10 8 nearby hospital and

Aiban i

are said to be in stable condition,
Distedet officinls hayve reached
the scene, and an investigation
into the imardent s underway
The Dalochistan government
spokesperson  conlitmed  he
denthy, condemning the attack
as. an act of  terroniam
Balochistan's  Chiel  Minister
Mir Sarfraz - Hugti strongly
denounced the sitack, calling 1t

Yan  unforoivahla ace' uand

pledped that the perpairatonn
wonld [ave justics

Ile emphasined thut  these
“lerrarist wcts” intended (o halt
Balochintan’s winald
not succeed. " Those responable
will be hield aocoumtable  fur
their actions,” Dugt) stafed, pof-
ing that terranisty would “ieyver
achieve their guals”

CM Halochistan sapd that gz

wese followers of anfis

fHupress,

rariets

esday October 30, 2024/
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Cancer treatment

Undoubted!y, cancer has become a
deadly disease Balochistan and it has
. become a major concern for the people.
With each passing year, the number of
cancer patients in the province is
increasing, which should be a matter of
great concern for the health authorities,
According to recent reports, cancer in
the province has increased by 30 per cent
in the last five years. In many districts
including that of Chagai, Noushki and
Awaran, there have been multiple can-
cer-related cases in a short span of time.
This alarming increase in cancer cases is
attributed to several factors, including
the lack of awareness, use of tobacco,
consumption of unhealthy food, and
exposure to harmful chemicals.
Reportedly, Quetta recorded 10,924 can-
cer cases from 1998 to 2009, and an addi-
tional 10,000 cases were identified
between 2014 and 2017, witha majority of
them being women afflicted with breast
cancer. On social and electronic media,
we frequently come across multiple fam-
ilies appealing for donations in the name
of God. Unfortunately, they fail to cap-
ture the media’s attention due to their
residence in a backward province where
deprivation is widespread. A significant

| challenge faced by patients from eco-
- nomically disadvantaged areas is the
lack of access to healthcare. Issues such
as transportation, finandal constraints,

and the high cost of treatment often pre-
vent these women from seekin timely
care. Currently, there are onlya ﬁ?w can-
cer treatment facilities, and they are
mostly located in'the major cities in
Sindh and Punjab. The lack of adequate
facilities forces cancer patients to travel
long distances to receive treatment,
which is a significant financial burden
and adds to the physical and mental
stress of patients’ families. There is an
urgent need to raise awareness about
breast cancer, especially in underserved
areas, to encourage early detection and
treatment. Currently in Balochistan,
there are only two institutes that are
handlingall the cancer load of the region.
These are Bolan Medical Complex
Hospital Oncology Department, with a
total of only 14 beds and Center for
Nuclear Medicine and Radiotherapy
(CENAR) Quetta which does not fail
under the provindial government. A low
budget is allocated to provide primary
healthcare facilities to cancer patients
which could be gauged from the fact that
Balochistan still lacks a laboratory to
diagnose cancer. It is essential that the
government must take urgent measures -
to address the issue of cancer in
Balochistan. The first step in this regard
is to create awareness among the people
about the risk factors associated with the
disease and the preventive measures that
can be taken. The government should
also invest in cancer treatment facilities

and equipment in the province.
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Balochistan pro_tgét
demands opening
of border trade

Demonstrators say
business with Iran,

‘ Afghanistan is
crucial

¥ SYED ALI SHAH
QUETTA

Residents of Balochistan's
bordering districts with
Iran staged a large-
scale protest outside the
Balochistan Assembly on
Monday, demanding free

.|and uninterrupted trade
| with neighboring Iran and
-| Afghanistan,

Chanting slogans for

open trade, the demon-
strators called for an end to
restrictions impacting local
businesses and livelihoods.
| Joining the protesters
werg, influential political
leaders, including Chief of
the Balochistan National
Party (BNP) Asad Baloch
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl
'(JUI-F) leader Zabit Reki,
and Jamaat-e-Islami (JI)
leader Maulana Hidayatur
Rehman.

The leaders expressed
solidarity with the people,
emphasising the essential
tole of cross-border trade
for the region’s economic
stability.

- 'Addressing the crowd,
Asad Baloch stated, “The
government must recog-
nise the significance of

free trade for Balochistan's
bordering districts. This
isn’t just about econom-
ics; it’s about the right to

livelihood for thousands of | -

families.”
Zabit Reki echoed these
sentiments, adding,

“Restricting trade with
Iran and Afghanistan di-
rectly impacts our people’s

ability to earn a living. We |

will continue to stand with
the people in their demand
“for accessible and uninter-

“rupted trade routes.”

Maulana Hidayatur
Rehman highlighted the
economic needs of the re-
gion, saying, “Our people
depend on this trade for
survival. We urge the gov-
ernment to meet these
demands and lift any un;
necessary barriers.” 3

Provincial ministers Mir
Sadiq Umrani, Mir Zahoor
Buledi, and Saleem Khan
Khoso also joined the pro-
test, giving assurances to
the crowd. "We are com-
mitted to advocating for
the interests of our people
and ensuring their trade
rights are respected,”
Umrani assured.

Minister Buledi added |,

that the government will
prioritise this issue’in as-

sembly sessions and take |’

all necessary steps to facili-

tate uninterrupted trade.
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' CM orders probe into fire

o chief minister of Khyber-
I;EMM has taken notice of the dgvastapng
fire incident at a factory in Hayatabad Ingusmal i
Estate and has ordered an investigadon . mstnlcnng
the Chief Secretary to submita report within 30
days. Three days ago, 2 massive fire ergpted ina
factory at Hayatabad Industrial Estate 1n Peshawarc,l_ .
reducing the entire factory to ashes. The Hayatabad |
Industrial Estate Associaton expressed CONCEINS
over the delay in the arrival of rescue personnel,
the lack of timely response from the DG, PDA,
and the Cormissioner of Peshawar, and the Chl_ef ¥
Minister's absence from visiting the site. Follovs.:mg \
these concerns, the Chief Minister issued directives
to the Chief Secretary for an inquiry into the fire
incident. A letter was sent to the Chief Secretary,
specifying six key points for investigation, including
determining the cause of the fire, assessing fire -
prevention arrangements in the industrial area, and
identifying any institutional negligence during the-~
fire incident. OURCORRESPONDENT
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