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CM Balochistan for expediting
anti-encroachments drive to

retrieve occupied land

Staff Report

QUETTA:  Balochistan  Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on Friday
has ordered to expedite the operation
against encroachments across the
province and strengthen measures to
retrieve the occupied land of the gov-
ernment,

In a meeting presided over by the
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti, the
progress of the anti-encroachment
and operation against land grabbers
across the province was reviewed and
the complaints registered against the

— >

occupa!ion of land in the Chief

Ministers Complaint Cell were con-
sidered.

The CM Balochistan ordered to
speed up the anti-encroachment oper-
ation and directed to retrieve all the
occupied lands from the land mafia.
Bugti said that no one is above the law
and action should be taken against the
encroachers without any delay. In the
meeting, Commigsioner Quetta
Division Hamza Shafgaat, while giv-
ing a briefing, said that the land in
Chashma Achozai was retrieved
from the occupation mafia and all the

encroachments except six mosques
and four madrasas have been
removed. Members of Provincial

Assembly, Chief Secretary
Balochistan,  Additional  Chief
Secretary Home, IG  Police

Balochistan and senior officials par-
ticipated in the meeting.

Meanwhile, Chief  Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti con-
demned the attack of Fitna-ul-
Khawarij terrorists in Darazandah
area of DIKhan. In this war, the brave
soldiers of the forces have sacrificed

- their lives to ensure the defense of the

country and the nation. The martyr-
dom of the soldiers of the Frontier
Constabulary is a continuation of the
long sacrifices of the forces, he added.
CM Balochistan paid homage to the
brave soldiers who lost their lives in
Darzanda and said that the nation is
proud of its martyrs who laid down
their lives for the nation. Bugti
expressed solidarity with the families
of the martyrs and said that every
member of the homeland owes every
drop of blood of those martyrs whq
sacrificed their lives for the people
and the homeland
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Bal m-n is rich in mineral resources,

costal area at the same time

itis the it basket of Pakistan where
a

dhighqualityfmltsmpm—
duced  such as cheery, peag 3mpes,

cal zones 1M%te oo

: "
fruits nncl vegetables. Horhmlm

especially fruits and vegetables, make

envuonmemt mdudmg the pnvahe sector

important contribution to the agricul

sectorqmp oedeala.}usInnmof
' ty which has huge demand in

- hona]mrketbutmgrettnblylnck
Pmpersysm;:mcessmgumts the
farmers and the unable to tap

Mtlnsblessmg.ltplaysasngmﬁmtmle

%:mh Tevenue generation and
1etm'ns. e producing districts of
Quetta, Killa Abdullah, Pishin, Killa
Saifullah, Mastung and Kalat were
selected for the projectin consultation with

the stakeholders. A study was conducted
by JICA, UNIDO and Balochistan govern-

f mentin 2022 to highlight the current needs
| .and challenges of the apple value chain in
| Balochistan and suggest -measures for

uplifting the chain. This study also pro-
vided an opportunity for the policy mak-

| ers to tackle this sector’s current chal-

leriges. Italso aimed to identify the govern-
ance issues with focus on ‘institutional
capacities and practices withinan enabling

and individual farmers. The National Food
Security Policy describes that the value
chains in Pakistan, hwhdﬁ\glabdﬂm
are characterized

ingmcticesnndmefhcnm

. services are common. The other key issues

of the value chains are lack of market
informahonamiooldst

and poor roads, hi
fnulsnndvege

. smallholder farmers to the hi mar-

‘kets .and lack of value addition of

agro-
bﬂﬂedpmducts.Sadlyduebmanywmk
nesses in the system a middleman is
exploiting the small farmers ‘because of

:,lf\elrlnghdepadencyonhnnforthex
their -produce the
apple -grading, packing o Mm

standa:dsmnotfollmvedandbwand
good quality apple is very often mixed.

prod;g ‘marketed in a ‘traditional
mammandcddshmgefadlxhsmmor
leading 'to high pest-harvest losses. Still
Balochlstandoesnothaveadequateapple

serves. It is essential that the government
and agncultuxe department must ensure
toﬁrmmbmdestalm\gstepsfontsm
\'e*mg innational and mtemahonal level.
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Green Revolution with
28,000 Solar Tube wells

The transition of agricultural tube wells in Balochistan to solar energy is
not merely an energy project; it is a catalyst for a multi pronged approach
towards revitalizing the provincial economy and environment. As
Balochistan stands at this pivotal junction of transformation, the potential
for a greener and prosperous future is palpable. With strong leadership,
strategic investments, and communal participation, Balochistan can indeed
emerge as a model for sustainable development, showcasing that with the
right vision, a brighter future is not just a possibility but an inevitable reali-
ty. Balochistan embarking on a groundbreaking journey towards a greener
and more prosperous future with the transition of 28,000 agncultural tube- -
wells to solar energy. This monumental shift not only signifies a step
towards environmental sustainability but also a transformation in agricultur-
al productivity and economic stability for the region. The initiative is under-
pinned by a robust funding commitment, where 70% of the 55 billion rupee
mega project will be financed by the federal government a clear indication
of the central leadership's recognition of the importance of sustainable
development in Balochistan.

As Prime Minister Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif outlined during his visit to
Quetta on July 9, the timely implementation of this project, dubbed Plan 3,
aims to finish the transition within six months. This ambitious timeline
showcases the government's commitment to not only addressing energy
challenges but also alleviating agricultural pressures in the province. The
shift from conventional energy to solar systems for agricultural tubewells is

anticipated to save a staggering 70 to 80 billion rupees per year in subsidies,

which can then be redirected to other critical areas of development, thus
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