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QUETTA: Govemor Jafar Khan Mandukhel cutting ribbon to inaug

- Governor for equipping

engineers, architects
with modern skills

Staff Report

- QUETTA: Govemor Balochistan Jaffar Khan Man- |
dukhail said that to meet the international standards, we
have to equip all the engineers and architects of Pakistan
with modern technology and 3D printing skills.
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urate an exhibition organized by Institute of Architects of Pakistan

that any country in the world would increase the produc-
tion of solar energy in the fields of science and engineer-
ing. “You engincers guide us to overcome the power cri-
sis how we can shift our traditional power systemn to solar
energy”, he said

He said that our engincers and architects could guide us
on how to create modern buildings using 3D pri us-
ing cement and ceria. The Governor said that the time has
come for us to computerize all our institutions and de-
partments as soon as possible. For this, we have to focus
our attention on increasing capacity rather than numbers
in all professional fields, he said. In the end, Governor
Balochistan distributed commemorative shields to the
honored guests and orgamzers and inspected all the stalls

He said that it is a necessity for our collective survival and

without it we as a nation would lag behind in all areas of
* mnovation, productivity and economic development. He

expressed these views while ing the participants
| of the annua] conference and exhibition of the Institute
of Architects Pakistan Quetta Chapter in the provincial
capital Quetta. ives of construction
nues including their central and incial officials were
also present at the annual conference and exhibition.
' The Governor said that he was to participate as a
xcﬂlgwinmeammlwnfmandex!ﬁbiﬁmof

Institute of Architects Pakistan Quetta Chapter that

enguneers and builders are playing a key role in providing
and maimtaining strong foundations for the infrastructure
of the country and the province, He said that it is clear

set up in the exhibition.
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QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti visiting under treatment patients at Bugti Trauma Center on Sunday.

Bugti hails Bilawal for presenting

proposal of Constitutional Court

StafT Report

QUETTA:  Bulochistan  Chief
Minister Mir Saefraz Bupti on
Sunday paid tribute to the chair-
man of Pakistan People'y Panty
(PPP Bilawal Bhuto Zardan for
presenting  the proposal of e
Constitutional Court Jle said this
it equal representation of all
Provinces would he possible with

the o Extabilishmem of the
Constitittionat Court,

The Chief Minisier sabdd thae teq-
€Tal Continutional Courty proposal
would prove 1o be rood omen for

a Provinees, especially
Hahvchinlnn. The voice of g)) proy-

inces including Balochistan will be
heard on equul basis, he said,

He said that Chairman Bllluwal
Bhutto Zardari is proud of vision-
Ary approach.  Me. Sarlraz Bugli
hoped that the nationalist partics of
Nalochistan would also support
this intiative,

Balochistan ~ Chief  Minister
SatTaraz Bugti had aid that a mili-
tary operution wm the provinee s
Unoecesaury, as terrorils dJo not

PoRsess cnuugh strength 1o Justify
sueh nctron

He said thae or Iy
could end tferrogism, h
resipn.

v Tesignation
¢ Is willing 1o
He made these remarks

while speaking to the medin after

——e

visiting injured cosl miners at the
civil hospital in Quetta the other
day. Bugti expressed concern over
the increasing incidents of terror-
ism in Balochistan, saying that ter-
fonsts arc once agoin afier soft tar-
gets. cenulung i the deaths of
mnocent and defenceless workers,
He also menuoned that a security
plan review is underway and that a
provincial apex commiee meching
hus been scheduled for Ouvtober 15
to discuss terrorism-related inci-
dents. He assured that the provin-
cial government has full support
from the federal povernment,
Following the Duk| incident,
Bugti said thay operations are ongo-

ing, and the details will be pre. |
sented in the assembly. He also sajd
that six terroristy involved in the
kalling of former D¢ Panjgur Zakir
have been eliminated, Bugti fur-
ther mstructed that al) gavernment
hospitals 10 the provinge be sup-
plicd with necessary medicines,
adding that competent  officials
huve been appointed in the health
depariment 1o improve services.
The chicl minister nlso high-
lighted that the suspension of 4G |—

SeTvices  would disrupt - terrorist e
communications. Bugti praised the
security forces in Turbat for recove
ering  explosives, preventing a
potential disaster in the city.

Founded by Byad Faselh baln 1y
€5 halochisiamimes. pk @@\h.ﬂafﬁ-hii\muiml:ﬁ:iik oﬂﬁmﬁ,ﬂ

] 1 10, 1446 ?
XLV No. 888 QUETTA Monday October 14,2024 /Rabi’ al-Thani
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Youth Empowerment through Reko Diq IGDP

In a landmark initiative to empower the youth of Balochistan, 18 talented
graduates from the region have been selected for the International Graduate
Development Program (IGDP) by the Reko Dig Mining Company (RDMC),
which oversees the development of the Reko Dig Copper Gold Mines project.
This program marks a significant investment in the future of both Balochistan
and Pakistan, aiming to cultivate a skilled workforce equipped to navigate the
complexities of the mining industry. The selection process, which gamnered an
impressive 3,000 applicants, underscores the potential and ambition of the
youth in this often-overlooked part of the country. The recent meeting-in
Karachi with Barrick Gold's CEO, Mark Bristow, served as an encouraging
moment for these young graduates. Bristow congratulated the selected candi-
dates, including four women who represent an essential and growing voice in
Balochistan's industrial landscape. Their inclusion not only champions gender
diversity in a traditionally male-dominated field but also highlights the com-
mitment to ensuring that women are part of the conversation in shaping their
communities' futures. This initiative is particularly noteworthy as it represents
the second batch of graduates sent for higher education via the IGDP in less
than a year. The first cohort of nine students commenced their program in July
2023. The success of the inaugural group sets a precedent that bolsters the con-
fidence of local youngsters aspiring to make a mark in mining and related sec-
tors.

Engineering, Geology, Environmental Sciences, and Mining Engineering, the
selected youth are well-positioned to tackle industry challenges upon their
return. Participants in the IGDP will receive two years of hands-on training at
Barrick Gold's mining sites in Valdero, Argentina, and Lomoana, Zambia. This
exposure is invaluable, offering a global perspective that can enhance their
skill set and practical knowledge. By immersing themselves in advanced min-
ing practices, these future leaders will return to Balochistan equipped not just
with technical skills but with a vision of community-oriented development.
The timing of this program could not be more critical, considering the antici-
pated commencement of production from the Reko Diq project in 2028. The
non-stop challenges of und;rqnploymem and insufficient local opportunities

With backgrounas in Electrical Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Civil
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have persistently hindered the economic potential of this resource-rich region.
However, with Balochistan's 25 percent stake in the Reko Diq project and the
commitment to employing local talent-77 percent of the workforce at Reko Diq

M is expected to be from the province, largely from the Chagai district-the
groundwork is being laid for significant economic growth and stability. In
addition to educational initiatives, the RDMC has demonstrated its commit-
ment to the welfare of Balochistan through various projects. The company has
invested approximately 2.5 million dollars in efforts that include clean water
supply initiatives, a mobile health unit in collaboration with the Indus Hospital,
and the revival of three government schools that had been closed for 13 years.
These welfare projects highlight a holistic approach to development-investing
in both people and infrastructure to create a sustainable future.

The impact of these investments reaches far beyond immediate economic
benefits. By providing education and employment opportunities, RDMC is
nurturing a sense of pride and self-reliance among the youth. As they prepare
to return home, these graduates will not only contribute to the technical opera-
tions of the Reko Diq project but also inspire future gencrations to pursue
careers in mining and engineering. Pathway illuminated by the IGDP should
serve as a model for similar initiatives across Pakistan. The growing acknowl- %
edgment, of talent in Balochistan can catalyze the region's development narra-
tive. By investing in education, promoting gender inclusivity, and prioritizing
local participation in resource management, Balochistan can transform its
resource wealth into a comerstone of national prosperity, establishing itself as
aleader in the global mining sector. Nurturing of local talent through the IGDP
is a beacon of hope for Balochistan, signaling a shift toward self-empowerment
and sustainable development. As these 18 selected youths embark on their edu-
cational journey, they not only carry their dreams but also the aspirations of
their communities, propelling Balochistan toward a brighter economic horizon.
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