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Ready to step down if resignation
can:bring peace to Balochistan: CM

Bugti meets injured colliers, assures better treatment, compensation

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti visited
the Trauma Center Civil Hospital
on Sziurday to enquire about the
health’s colliers who were injured
in the tragic terrorist attack in Duki
the other day and assured them pro-
viding best treatment facilities and
compensation to the victims.

The Chief Minister expressed
pravers and good wishes for the

recovery of the injured. On the

occasion, Provincial Health
Minister Bakht Muhammad Kakar
and MD Trauma Center Dr.
Kamran Khan Kasi briefed the
Chief Minister about the medical

facilities and conditions of the

laborers and other patients under
treatment in the trauma center.

The Chief  Minister of
Balochistan expressed satisfaction
over the medical facilities being
provided to the injured colliers.

Talking to the media during his
visit to the injured miners in the
trauma center, he expressed con-
cern over the incidents of terrorism
in Balochistan and said that once
again terrorists have chosen an
easy target and killed innocent
miners. He vowed that if there was
reduction in the number of terrorist
incidents, he would definitely
resign because the Assembly has
made him the Chief Minister.

CM Balochistan assured the rel-

atives of the injured laborers in the

terrorist incident that all the vic-
tims would be given better treat-
ment at the government level and
compensation could also be paid to
them. On this occasion, Provincial
Ministers Mir Sadiq Umrani, Mir
Zahoor Ahmed Buledi. Haji Ali
Madad Jatak, Bakht Muhammad
Kakar, Mir Salim Ahmad Khosa,
IG Police' Balochistan Muazzam
Jah Ansari, Secretary Health
Balochistan  Mujeeb-ur-Rehman
Panizai, DG Health Balochistan
Dr. Amin Khan Mandukhail, MD

. Trauma Center Dr. Kamran Khan

Kasi, Medical Superintendent Civil
Sandman Hospital Dr. Muhammad
Ishaq Panizai were also present.
He stated that a meeting of the
Apex Commitiee has been con-

vened to re-examine the securit;
arrangements and adopt effectivs
strategies to deal with these alarm
ing situation.

He said that more than 30,00¢
laborers are working in coal mine:
and have called a meeting of the
Apex Committee to improve the
current situation of the provincs
and to decide on a strategy for these
terrorist incidents. CM stated tha
competent officers have beer
appointed to improve the healtk
department. “We will have to figh
against terrorism as a nation. It i
not difficult. for the state to carr
out an operation,” he added, saying
that the people involved in the
attack on DC Panjgur have bee:
arrested.
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Targeting miners

In a terrorist attack on a coal mine
in the Duki area of Balochistan, 21
labourers were killed and seven were
injured. The deceased miners were
reported to be from various regions of
Balochistan, including Pishin, Qila
Saifullah, Zhob, Muslim Bagh, Musa
Khel, and Kuchlak, with some Afghan
nationals among them. The assailants
used hand grenades, modern rifles,
and rockets, setting machinery on fire
at the site.

Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif
expressed condolences to the families
of the deceased miners and reaf-
firmed the government’s commitment
to eradicating terrorism. The Prime
Minister instructed the authorities to
ensure the best treatment for the
injured. Balochistan Chief Minister
Sarfraz Bugti stated that he had
ordered immediate and effective
action against the terrorists, instruct-
ing the area to be cordoned off to
track down the perpetrators. Bugti
remarked, “Terrorists have once again
crossed the limits of cruelty by target-
ing poor labourers. Their agenda was
to destabilize Pakistan. They target
ordinary labourers because they are
seen as ‘soft targets.” Terrorists are
cowardly.”

The  development process in
Balochistan heavily relies on skilled
workers and labourers from the prov-
ince and other regions. Those hostile
to national development specifically
target these skilled workers and labor-

ers. The China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) significantly relies on
coal as a fundamental source of
energy, depending on both imported
and locally produced coal to meet its
energy needs. Under CPEC, seven
coal-based energy projects have been
completed, with one still underway.
Among the eight coal-powered energy
projects, two are in Balochistan,
including the 1,320 MW China Hub
Coal Power Project and the 300 MW
coal-fired power project in Gwadar.

Key coal-rich areas in Balochistan’s
rugged terrain include Kalat, Mach,
Gunza, Digari, Narawadh, Sohr
Range, Shahrig, Hernai, and Duki.
These areas have emerged as crucial
centers for energy production.
According to data from the Pakistan
Minerals Development Corporation,
coal production from three mines—
Shahrig, Sohr Range, and Digari—has
reached a total of 348,439 tons. This
production highlights Balochistan’s
significant role in meeting Pakistan’s
energy needs, with the province’s
mineral wealth shaping its narrative
as a key player in national develop-
ment.

In recent days, there has been an
increase in attacks targeting security
forces, law enforcement agencies, and
security checkpoints, particularly in
Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. Experts attribute this
rise to the country’s economy attempt-
ing to recover. Monthly security
reports indicate a 24% decrease in ter-
rorist attacks in September compared

P

0

to August; however, increases were
noted in August and July. In 2023,
there were 789 terrorist attacks, with
1,524 deaths and 1,463 injuries related
to counter-terrorism operations.
Overall deaths are at the highest level
in six years. After the Tehrik-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) broke its ceasefire
agreement with the government in
2022, attacks surged.

The immediate goals of terrorism

are to fuel regional discrimination in

Pakistan, create misunderstandings
over resource distribution, under-
mine the capacity of law enforcement
and securily agencies, and foster an
environment of insecurity that halts
foreign investment. Observing the
timing and methods of terrorist inci-
dents in Balochistan clearly indicates
that multiple forces are involved in
the unrest.
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Killing innocent
labourers

Unfortunately, for the last two dec-
ades, the law and order situation in
Balochistan has been extremely dis-
satisfactory, in which countless
human lives, including that of civil-
ians, government officials and secu-
rity forces personnel, have been mar-
tyred, but permanent peace has not
been established.

It seems that the incidents of terror-
ism are once again taking a direction
like in the past, in which the aspect of
harassment of people from different

- fields and professions is implied. The

terrorists are attacking ordinary poor
workers after viewing them as soft
targets which is pathetic apd com-
pletely cruel.

The latest example of this is the
attack by armed men on the coal
mines in Duki district of Balochistan
with rockets, hand grenades and
other heavy weapons in which at least
20 miners were killed and 7 injured.
The attackers also set fire to the
machinery of 10 mines. The deceased
workers belong to Qila Saifullah,
Pashin, Zhob, Kuchlak, Musa Khel
and Afghanistan.

According to the police, the armed
men gathered the workers in groups
and opened fire on them. So far no one
has accepted the responsibility
of this ghastly attack so far, however
in the past, the banned militant
organization Baloch Liberation
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Army (BLA) has been accepting
responsibility for attacking coalmines
and trucks’ carrying coal towards
Punjab.

Fnllowing the incident, Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti has
ordered immediate and effective
action against terrorists while other
cabinet members of Balochistan gov-
ernment also came up with condem-
nation statements.

This year, there have been many
incidents of attacks on laborers in dif-
ferent areas of Balochistan, in which
most of the laborers belonging to
Punjab were targeted. Duki is located
in the north-east about 300 kilometers
from the provincial capital Quetta.
There are coal deposits in which a
large number of workers work while
in past incidents of abduction of work-

ers and attacks on security forces -

have been taking place in Duki and its
suburbs before.

This time the terrorists targeted
local laborers to the extreme of cru-
elty, which is hardly to be condemned.

Undoubtedly, those who are behind |

these attacks clearly want the destabi-
lization of Pakistan and such elements
deserve no concession.

They must be severely punished.
Along with this, it is still necessary to
pay attention to the fact that there was
a need to tighten the security in the
highly sensitive area where such inci-
dents have taken place in the past, but
why has this not been paid attention
to?. It is very important that the com-
petent authority should focus on this
aspect as well.
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