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-;Rallways Still

cheapest,
safest travel
option, says
Governor
Staff Report.

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan  Jafar  Khan
Mandekhil has sad  that
Pakistan’s raitway system s
still the cheapest and safsst
mode of trznsperiation.

He said that after starting
direct Umrab flights from the
provincial capital Quatta
Jeddah some tme 2go, Pakistan
Rathsavs hss opened flights
from Quetta to Labore and
Rawalpndi, capital of Khvber
Pakhrunkhwa, Peshawar,
besides restering Peshawar o
Quetta Jamal: Express.

Governor stated that this

_| development would help pro-

vide travel comvenience for
thousands of commuters, savw-
ing valuable time and recon-
pecting the two provinces. h
should be noted that after a
long peniod of suspension
between Querta to Peshawar,
the effect of running regular
Jamali Express will be feolt
cutside of transportation as
well, economic 2ed commer
cizl 2ctivities between the

provinces will be promoted.
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Increasing water
challenge

The crisis of sufficient water supply in
Quetta cily has increased to an alarming
level, but no adequate attention is being,
drawn to it. In general, the scarity ol
underground water is alfecting, the whole
country and gradually this situation seems

fto be increasing towands  seriousness,
- Reportedly,
Balochistan's population may not have

by 2025, two-thinds of
access o water, Already the environmen-

tal and climatic changes have affected the

| province badly over the decades. Over

pumping of underyround water tables for

!illegal tubewells is another threat to

depleting water reservoirs: according to
the Water Management Authority (WASA),
there are now more than 5,000 1l legral tube-
wells in Quetta and its surrounding areas.

| Global meteprologists have been waming

about rising tempenlures and falling
water levels for about 25 years. National
planning agencies could have provided
the country with abundant water storage
resourves during this period, but political
tensions hindered it and this situation is
still the same today. Quetta is one of the
rain-fed arcas of the country and due loits
natural hilly location, there are feasibility
reports of constructing several small and
medium dams in its surroundings.
Acvording to reporls, owing to the serious
water crisis Quetla is close to becoming a

ghost city where the groundwater level

has gone down by more than 600 feet dur-
ing, the last decade. It is feared that if the
situation worsens, the provincial capital
may have to be shifted to another location.
Belore the walter crisis in the entire coun-
try, including Quetla, becomes serious, the
federal  and  provincal - governments
should realize the situation and prepare
plansto supply clean water and implement
them without delay. A report by the us
National Intelligence Counil
(NIC) water scarvity is becoming a national
security threat and a leverage to achieve
terrorist objectives. The report warned that
over the next 10 years, freshwater availabil-
ity worldwide would not beable tokeepup
with demand, hindering food production,
economic growth and securily. The coun-
al predicted that water will increasingly
be used as leverage between nations and
even as a weapon to further terrorist objec-
tives. Understandiny, the gravity of situa-
tion water stewandship by the successive
governments should be a top prionity in a
province hke Balochistan, where the suc-
cessive povernments did not pay much
attention to rectity Lhe deteriorating situa-
tion. Balochistan 1s already facing serious
environmental issues, particu-
larly water scarcity and drought, thus we
need to come up with concrete measures,
besides  creating awareness  about  the
impact of climate change. The provincial
government should make edrnest efforts
to improve waler reservoirs, construcl
small and medium size dams.
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Why needs a constitutional court?

Establishment of a Constitutional Court in Pakistan is not
just an institutional reform; it is a progressive step towards
ensuring that the rights of all citizens are protected. It is
-about fostering a justice system that is inclusive, responsive,
and accountable. As articulated by Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,
the journey towards this goal has spanned three generations,
reflecting the enduring struggle for a fair and just society. As
we stand at this crossroads, let us not miss the opportunity to
build a stronger, more equitable judicial system that serves
everyone, regardless of their background. A Constitutional
Court is indeed the need of the hour, and it promises to be a
comerstone in the quest for justice in Pakistan. In the intri-
cate tapestry of governance, the judiciary plays a pivotal
role, especiaily in interpreting the laws and the constitution
that underpin a nation's legal framewuix. Address.: 2 the
Balochistan High Court Bar in Quetta, Bilaw i Bhutio
Zardari, Chairman of the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP),
articulated a pressing need for the establishment of a
Constitutional Court in Pakistan. His remarks resonated with
a sentiment echoed by many: that an independent and effec-
tive judiciary is essential for safeguarding democracy, ensur-
ing justice, and providing a robust mechanism for constitu-
tional interpretation. Grappling with a myriad of legal chal-
lenges and an overwhelming backlog of cases in the judici-
ary, the establishment of a Constitutional Court is not merely
an administrative necessity; it is an urgent requirement for
the welfare of the common man. The current judicial system
is burdened with an overload of cases that prevent timely
resolutions and create an environment where access to jus-
tice remains a distant dream for many citizens. The estab-

~ lishment of a dedicated Constitutional Court would alleviate
this burden, allowing the regular judiciary to focus on ordi-
nary disputes while the Constitutional Court addresses mat-
ters of constitutional interpretation and upholding the rule of
law. One of the key functions of a Constitutional Court

_ -would be to offer clarity and consistency in the interpreta-
tion of the constitution. As highlighted by Zardari, only

those who adhere to the constitution can truly be considered

well-wishers of the country. The need to uphold constitution-

al fidelity cannot be overstated. Article 63A, which was

designed to prevent floor-crossing and ensure party loyalty,
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exemplifies the importance of a court dedicated specifically ]

to constitutional issues. This would not only help clarify the
application of laws but also ensure that the spirit of democ-
racy and party discipline is maintained.

The vision for a Constitutional Court presented by Zardari
holds several promises that could herald a new era for
Pakistan's judicial system. First and foremost, it aims to pro-
mote balance within the institutions of government. Zardari
emphasized that all provinces must have equal representa-
tion in this court - a commitment to federalism that honors
the diversity of Pakistan. The inclusion of voices from all
comers of the country is critical, as it would ensure that the
court's decisions reflect a broader societal consensus, rather
than the icterests of a select few. Ina nation where regional
disparities often lead to feelings of disenfranchisement, this
approach could pave the way for a more just and equitable
system. Advent of a Constitutional Court would serve to
eliminate the perception of a "sacred cow" - an idea that cer-
tain individuals or institutions exist beyond accountability.
Zardari's insistence on adhering strictly to the constitution
underscores the need for all stakeholders, including political

~ leaders and judges, to be held accountable under the same
legal framework. A Constitutional Court could play a crucial
role in this regard, by setting judicial precedents that empha-
size equality before the law. ‘

The rationale behind the establishment of such a court is
also tied to the ongoing dialogue about the balance of power
among the branches of government. Zardari's acknowledg- .
ment that "parliament and judiciary problems are every-
where" encapsulates a frustration that many citizens share.
The tug-of-war between different branches of government
often results in a stalemate that hinders effective governance.
A Constitutional Court could act as a mediator in these dis-

. putes, helping to carve out a clear demarcation of powers
while ensuring that constitutional safeguards are respected.

Constitutional Court could enhance the overall rule of law
in Pakistan. By providing a specialized platform for consti-

~ tutional issues, the court would contribute to cultivating a

. culture of constitutionalism in the country. When citizens see

© their rights being upheld and their grieﬁances being ‘

. addressed by a dedicated body, it builds trust in the judiciary |
and reinforces the idea that justice is not an abstract concept, -
but a reality that they can access.
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