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Balochistan Time Quetts

- Governors Sindh,
-Balochistan explore
ways to benefit from
each other’s strengths

5tafl Report

KARACHI: Gowernor Balochwstas Shekh Jaffar Klas
Mandoichas! calicd o8 Sdh Governor Kamrea Khas Tessor:
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Governor visits fire-affected college

QueTTA. Covernor Balochistan Jaffar Khan
Mandukhail has said that every possible effort
would be made to restore the historic Science
College to its past glory. He said that all the educa-
tion institudons of the province are our national
assets and it was very sad to see the fire-affected
classrooms of the college of our province in such a
condidon. He expressed these views on the occa-
sion of his visit to the fire-affected Science College
Quetta. The Covernor said that the college princi-
pal and the entire teaching faculty deserve credit
for continuing the classes in the alternate build-
ing. The Governor said that the fire has affected an
important part of the college, but it is gratifying

" that the investigation is going. arr
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CM for swift implementation of

Your children my children

artist Naseer’s demands

Cabinet approves Balochistan Prosecution Act 2024

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan  Chief
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti on
Thursday presided over the provin-
cinl cabinct meeting and approved
the Balochistan Prosecution Act
(BPA) 2024,

Balochistan cabinet has finalized
the recommendations for the
appointment of vice chancellors of
the two universitics of the province
under consensus. The cabipet made
decision that interview would be
cooducted for the appointment of

Vice Chancellor of Lasbela
University.
The Cabinet also gave the opuon

10 the employees of federal levies to
merge with the provincial levics and
to nominate a family member for
employment to the employces ncar-
ing retirement. The provincial cabi-
net approved the renewal and
change 10 the advisory council of
Palochistan Revenue Authority,

The cabinet also gave the option
to the employees of the federal lev-
ies 1o merge with the provincial lev-
ies and to nominate a family mem-
ber for employment 10 the employ-
©cs pear retirement.

The Provincial Cabipet also
approved the renewal and change in
the Advisory Council of Balochistan
Revenue Authonty. Chuef Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugu,
while addressing the provincial cab-
inct mecting, said that the govern-
menl is irying lo improve the quality
of life of the people through good
governance. The provincial cabinet
13 actively playing its role for solv-
ing the problems faced by the people
and making wmportant decisions
related 1o admimistralive matiers
The cffecuve representation  of
women in the provincial cabinet 15 &
reflection of democratic and cgali-
warian atitudes. According to the
lunited cabanet, the representation
of wamen 10 the hmited cabinet is a

difficult process, but the representa-
tion of three women in the current
provincial cabinet is welcome. He
said that the provincial government
is taking histone revolutionary
measures i the field of education
and bealth, the practical demonstm-
uon of which is being seen by the
people of the province

Mecanwhile, Balochistan Chief
Mimster Mir Sarfaraz Bugti has
issued orders for immediate inple-
meotation of the artist Nascer
Ahmed's demands who was selling
his children as a protest here on
Thursday. He issued these direc-
tves while mecting with artmt
Naseer Ahmed, who was protesting
along with s children outside of
the provincial asseinbly,

Amiving outside the Balochistan
Assembly, the chiel minister met
with Nascer and listened to his
demands. lle gave instructions to
take measures to implement srtist’s
demands soon. Mir Sarfaraz Bugti

also directed that complete treat
meot and electnc chair should be
provided 10 the antist along with
compensation. He 10ld Naseer that,
“Your children are my children”
Mir Sarfaraz Bagti said ‘the banner
of =elling children was so painful
that he could not even move a sep
forward. *I will handle the expenses
of these children, it is roy respons.
tnlity,” he said. Later, chief minister
took the bannet from the haods of
the children and showed his aflec-
ton with them.

On the directives of CM, Naseer
Ahmad was immediately shifted 1o
Combined Military Hospital (CMI1)
by an ambulance. Mur Sarfarae
Dugh said that Naseer  Abmad
would be shified 10 Karachy based
hospital for Turther medwcal teat
ment  afler  preluninary  medwal
examination.

Artist Naseer Ahmed and hag
children thaoked the Chivef Munister
of Dalochistan for helping them

o
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Balochistan CM suggests cut in PSDP to revive

Stall Report

QUETTA: Balochistan  Chael
Minister Mir Sarfraz Ahmed Bugu
has sand that the education depart-
ment should accept the challenge
and 907 of closed schools
nll Decermnber 14, adding that if
the educabon department needs re-
sources, we will cut the PSDP.
However, he made it clear that the
recruitment would not be perma-
nent but orn (':onuncl basis

The Chuel Minister expressed these
views while addressing the func-
nem titled “Zero Out of School
Cluldren™ campamgn in Balochistan
in connection with World Literacy
Week. CM stated that the statistics
of children out of school 1s alanm-
1ing but we have to think how to im-
prove the education departiment, as

we are feenating teachens

Teachers, parents, non-govem-
mental mgnmmtiom. ucluding
every school concern, have o re-
sponsibility to play their role to
briog the children out of schouls
bndc to schools. Provincial Educa-
non Mimster Ralula Hameed Dur-
rani, Parliamentary Secretary for
Social Welfare Hap Wali Muham-
mad Noorzai, Member Provincial
Assembly Salmi Kakar, Chief Sec-
retary Balochistan Shakeel Qadir,
Provinciul Secretanes Abdul Re-
hman Buzdar, Saleb Muhammad
Nasir, JICA Provincial Coordinator
Quiser Jamali and others partics-
pated in the ceremony. Balochistan

Chiel Minister said that 1 am 13
hap llun we should make su
ap back the children

out of mhools requesting all non-

wernmental - orgamizations  that

lochistan needs more suppon
Ihete muy be many reasons for
children out of school but have
we provided these opportumties?
Thete s no plan o build schools,
we should come to reasons wstead
of blame gumne, when there 15 no
food at mght, people tum to child
labor mstead of teaching the chuld.

All existing schools need to be 100

{:n:cnl functional, That day wall
a happy day for me that 90% of
schools of Balochistan have been
made functional. He said that short-
age of teachers is also an importani
problem. We have tmnsferred the
authonty to the district level to re-
cruit them for 18 months depending
on therr matnculation, FSC marks

y culture will not be accepted
ug,a any arcumstanees. By De-

cember 14, 90 percent of the closed
schools should be opened before
the school hohdays. 11 resources
are needed, PSDP will be cut. This
15 a challenge for the education de-
partment. Social wellare or educa-
tion department should present a
plan, there will be po permanent
placament, however, 10,000 teach-
should be recruited oo contract
mimmum wage for non-for-
mal educators will be 37 thou-
sand. He said that m the begin-
ing, SO0 recruitments were done
h the Chiel Minister’s House So
many recruitments, but if a distin-
guished guest comes, food has o
be ordered from outside. Natons
should respect the national cause,
if we don't respect our national an-
them, how will we move forward,
he added CM stated that there

QUETTA: Balochlstan Chief Minister, Mir Sarfraz Bugti presiding over a provincial cabinet meeting on Thursday.
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Balochistan, Slndhumte;

against amendments

[rrigation ministers of both provinces say move

against provincial autonomy

a S\ED ALl SMAN
QUCI'TA 1 - E o8- -

In a strong show of provin-
cial unity, the brigaton
ministers of Sindhk and
Balochistan jointly rejected
the proposed amendment
to the Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) Act, call-
ing the move as a violation
of provincial autonomy and
the Consutudon.

During a press confer-
ence held in Quett, Sindh
trrigation Ministers Jam
Khan Shoro and his coun-
terpart in Balochistan, Sadig
Umrani, condemnad the
propased changes, declaring
thermn an attack on the water
rights of both provinces,

The press conference (ol-
lowed a meeting chaired by
Balochistan Chiel Minister
Mir Sarfaraz Bugt in
Quetta, where the water-
sharing dispute between
sindh, Balochistan, and
the federal govermment was
a central iasue,

The minlsters high:
Aghted how changes to the
[RSA Act would impact the

. Wﬂh Shdfo ﬂDl-
lg: “Sindh has not been
recelving water according
to the IRSA Act, and this
ghortage has also affected

— Balochistan,”

The IRSA Act of 1992
governs the distnbucion
of water between prov-
inces under the Water
Apportlonment Accord of
1991, Both ministers argued
that any amendment would
negate the federal demo-
cratic structure, weaken
provincial autenomy, and
undermine the spint of the.
18th Amendment, Minister
Umrani emphasised that
the proposed amendment
15 a direct artack on provin-
cial nights, Provinces are
the owners of thelt own
watet, and any changes to
the act would erode this
basic principle.”

Historically, WAPDA was
responsible for water distri-
bution, but the provinces
have long objected to this
arrangement, claiming it
did not meet thelr water
needs, With the recent push
to amend the IRSA Act, the
tension between the proy-
inces and the federal govern
ment has escalated,

The Sindh Assembly
passed a unanimous reso-
lution a day earlier, reject-
{ng the amendment, and
the Balochistan Assembly
Is expected  follow rult.

"Bringing such propos-
als is part of democratic
governance, but this one
directly contradicts the
Constitution, We will not
accept any move that dimin-
ishes our provinoal rights,”
Jam Khan Shoto asserted.,

Both Sindh and
Balochistan have urged
the federal government
10 abandon the proposed
amendment and (nstead
focus on ensuring that
water distnbution remalns
fair, and in line with the
original agreements.

Meanwhile, the provin-
clal chairman of the Qaumi
Watan Party, Slkandar
Hayat Xhan Sherpao, has re-
jected the proposed amend-
ments to the [RSA (Indus
River Systerm Authority) Act,
also calling them an attack
on provincial autonormy and
provindal rights,

In a press release issued
from Watan Kor, Peshawar,
he stated that the proposed
amendment contradicts thy

pointment of a Crade 22
officer by the federal gav-
emment, will only exacer-
bate the issue,

Sherpao highlighted lh.u
¢ven the 199) water distri-
bution agreement failed 1o |
provide the province with
Its rightful share. He ex
prewsed strong nppmmon
to the proposed amend.
ment, stanng that i poics i
a threat to the federation,
He criticlsed the federal |
government for delaying
the granting of rights to the |
provinces, while simultane. -
ously conspiring to under-
mine provincial autonamy,

Sherpao also criticised the
provincial government, 2.
cusing provincial leaders of
falling to raise thewr voice
for the rlghts of the prov- |
Ince. He claimed that due ta |

the Incompetence and lack ||

-

of serfousness of the nulers,

who have been (n powes for |
1 years, the province has
been plunged into back.

wardness, He the piovinoal

splrit of the federation, the governiment had abundoned |1

Constitution, and democ-

the province and its people |

racy, He emphasised that (rom (ts priocities, focusing |

the province Is already not

entirely on P11 rallies angd |

tecelving Its falr share of processlons. ;
SWITHAIRENONAL BT e

water, and the new amend.
ment, along with the ap-

——
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Govt to promote technical education

QUITTA Adviser to Balochlstan Chiefl Minister on
Labour and Manpower Baba Chulam Rasool Umrarn
has sajd that the provincial government was utiliz-
Ing all resources for the promotion of technical
education in the province. He expressed these views
while visiting the Technical Tralning Center Quetta.
On this occasion, Secretary Labour and Manpower
Niaz Ahmed Nicharl, Director Manpower Tralning
Irshad Ahuned, DG Labour Bashir Ahmed and othier
officers were also present. The Adviser said that It
was impossible to deny the importance of technlcal
education in the present age saying that equipping
the youth of the provinca with various skills accord-
ing to the requirements of the modetn age would

have far-reaching results, an
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Troubling Trend

News indicating the closure of 542 schools during the current govems
ment's tenure raise alarm bells that cannot be ignored. This disconcerting
rend reflects systemie failures and highlights the urgent need for compre-
hensive refonus to protect the educational prospects of the provinee's
youth. The reasons behind these school closures are complex and mulu-
taceted. However, the consequences remain painfully clear. An entire pen-
cration of children is being deprived of the foundational skills necessary
for progress. The continuous decline in functional schools not only stifles
individual development but also jeopardizes the provinee's overall
advancement. In an educational system that is already tragile, the absence
of concerned Members of the Provineial Assembly during critical ques-
tion sessions on education only adds to the sense of negleet and wrgency
surrounding this issue. The impact of these closures is particularly stark
in districts like Pishin, Khuzdar, and Quetta, where educational institu-
tions are disappearing at an alarming rate. Even the Chief Mimister's own
district of Dera Bugti has not been spared from thas alaming tead, The
closures hurt every comer of the provinee, hitting vulnerable commumnes
the hardest. For children in rural areas, school may be the only opportuni-
ty 1o gain access to education, skills, and a chance to break the eycle of
poverty. Without schools, these children are lefl with limited prospects
and a bleak future.

A signmificant conttibuting tactor to these closures is the severe shortage
of teachers in Balochistan, Despite ongoing eftorts to recruit educators, a
staggering deficit of approximately 10,000 teachers persists. This acute :
lack of qualitied educators severely limits the availability of quality
teaching. Morcover, it ereates an environment where even the existing
schools strupgle to provide adequate education, dm.ining the morale of
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both students and remaining faculty members. A-lack of trained profes-
sionals doesn't just compromise education; it compromises the very ideals
of development and growth that the province desperately needs. The
implications of school closures extend beyond mere numbers. Education
is a fundamentai right, a comerstone of social and economic advance-
ment. When children are denied the opportunity to attend school, the
repercussions reach into every aspect of society. Increased poverty levels
rise as individuals remain uneducated or ill-prepared for the workforce.
Additionally, the lack of educational opportunities can spur social unrest,
posing a significant threat to stability within the province. The young
minds of today are the leaders of tomorrow; thus, neglecting their educa-
tional needs compromises future progress on all fronts. Immediate action
from the government is crucial to reversing this dangerous trend.
Prioritizing and increasing investment in Balochistan's educational
infrastructure is vital. Allocating sufficient funds to improve school facili-
ties, enhance resources, and raisc teacher salaries will attract and retain
quality educators, directly benefitting the province's children. The alarm-

ing reports of school closures in Ralochistan paint a bleak picture of the
province's educational landscape. While the exact reasons behind these

closures may be complex and multifaceted, the consequences for the
region’s youth and overall development are undoubtedly severe. The clo-
sure of schools in Balochistan is a crisis that cannot be ignored. By taking
bold and comprehensive action, the government can ensure that every
child in the province has access (o quality education and a brighter future.
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