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QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister, Mir Sarfraz Bugti welcoming international Karate Combat player Shahzaib Rind on his arrival in
Quelta on Tuesday on retaining the world-level victary tille in Karate Combal.

CM Balochistan felicitates Shahzaib
on Karate Combat victory

Bugti assures provincial govt all possible support for national hero

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan  Chief
Minister. Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Tuesday felicitated Shahraib Kind,
a martial artist from Balechistan,
on retaining the world-level victory
title in Karate Combal.

He expressed his best wishes for
{lie national hero and assured him
all possible support from the
Balochistan governmen. .

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Qarfrar Bugti welcomed wnterna-

tional karate combat  player
Shahzaib Rind on his arrival in
Quetta on Tuesday., The Chiel
Minister congratulated  Shahzib
Rind for maintaining the continu-
ity of victory and apprecinted him
for continuous hard working [or
victorv., Chiel Minister Mir
Sarfras Dugti, while talking to
Shahzaib Rind, said that “you are
the pride of Balochistan aod
Pakistan as well, the bright future
of the country is asseciated with
the talented youth like you", The

Chiel Minister expressed his hap-
piness over Shahzebh Rinds contine
uous vietory and invited him to the
Chief Minister House, On the ocea-
sion, Provincial Ministers includ-
ing Rakht Muhammad Kakar, Mir
Asim Kurd Gello, Advisor 1o the
Chiell Minister for. Sports Meena
Majeed Baloch. Adviser ta the CM
en Labor and Manpower Sardar
Ghulam Rasool Urmrani.
Parliamentary  Secrelary  Abdul
Samad Gorgage, Spokesperson of
Balechizstan  povernment  Shahid

e ———

Rind, Secretary Sports Qam:
Baloch, Commissioner Quett
Division Hamza Shalgaal Direelc
General Sports Yasir Khan Baz:
and other senior officials were als
present.

Shahzaib Rind. previously wa
the world’s premier full-contac
striking league, Karate Combat, i
the United States, He is also a siy
lime national champion, showcas
ing his consistent excellence |
martial arts on both national an
miernational stages.
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Delay in
establishing BIC

Acvess to information is inevitable for
enabling citizens lo exervise their voice, to
etln‘li\'vl}' monitor and hold government
to account, and to enter into informed dia-
I"j‘z';“f' about decisions which affect their
lives. It is seen as vital for empowering all
atizens, including  vulnerable  and
excluded people, to claim their rights and
Cll‘ltilil‘n‘lunts. Bul the potential contribu-
tion to pood governance of access to infor-
mation lies in both the willingness of gov-
ernment to be transparent, as well as the
abil ity of citizens to demand and use infor-
mation both of which may be constrained
in low capacity setting Balochistan gov-
ernment had replaced the ineffective
Balochistan Freedom of Information (FOI)
Act, 2005, with an effective Balochistan
Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2021. This
was done essentially to ensure meaningful
participation of citizens in the democratic
process and, subsequently, to improve
their involvement in and contribution to
the larger domain of public affairs. Thereis
no doubt that it is a move in the right direc-
tion aimed at improving service delivery
matters, governance, lransparency and
accountability. Under the current RTI Act,
public bodies are bound to provide the
requested information within 15 working
days. At the same time, under section 18 of
the Act, the pmvinciﬂl government Du[;ht

lo constitelle an inforrphion comimission
by appomting, throe information comimis:
sioners within 120 days of the commence-
ment ol the Act This commission should
be an independent statutory body which
should be responsible for dealing wilh
complaints, conducting Iu.-nrinp,sif issuIng,
summons, conducting training of govern-
ment officials. The Act, under section b,
also bounds the government to designate
and nolify public information officers
(PIOs) in all administrative and attached
departments, Sadly, more than two years
have passed since the enactment, but {hﬂ
government seems unwilling to establish
the required commission and it has not
designated and notified the PIOs in any
department. These PIOs will be responsi-
ble for providing the requested informa-
tion and, in case of delay or denial, the
Balochistan Information Commission
(BIC) will have to take a decision over such
complaints. Without the appellate body
and the PIOs, the Act is toothless and dys-
functional, and, therefore, the people’s
right to information stands denied. The
provincial departments do not share the
requested information and the citizens are

“unable to lodge complaints in the absence

of the BIC. It is essential that the provincial
government in order to make effective RTI
Act must establish BIC and appointment
PIOs for all departments so that masses
can use their right to information which is
pre- requisite for the development ol the
province and improvement in perfor-
mance of departments.
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Rekodik a catalyst for change

The Rekodik Project, nestled within the rich geological tapestry of
the Chagai district in Balochistan, is poised to transform not only
framework of

the local landscape but also the broader cconomic
Pakistan. At the heart of this ambitious endcavor lies the Rekodik
as one of the world's largest reservoirs of

site, which is recognized
copper and gold. As we stand on the brink of a new phasc in this
s demand our atten-

11_10numcntal project, its potential repercussion
tion and consideration. Rekodik, surrounded by the stunning vol-

canic formations of the Chagai mountain range, is an integral part

of the Tethyan magmatic arc, a geological marvel that harbors a

wealth of mineral resources. With-an estimated annual production

capacity of 200,000 tonnes of copper and 250,000 ounces of gold

for over 50 years, the implications of this project are staggering.

Not only does it hold the promise of substantial economic outpul,

but it also represents a crucial step towards bolstering Pakistan's

energy independence. The project is set to commence production by
ning sector. The recent

2028, heralding a new era for the nation's mi
financial commitment from Saudi Arabia, which has pledged to

invest 15 percent in the Rekodik mining project, underscores the
growing international interest in this initiative. The restructuring
completed in December 2022 marks a significant turning point, as it
lays the groundwork for an operation that meets international stan-

dards. Barrick Gold Company, the project's managing entity, envi-
sions that the Rekodik project will not only enhance its copper min-

ing portfolio but also create a legacy of economic stability and

prosperity for the future. |
As highlighted by Barrick's CEO Mark Bristow, the Rekodik proj-
tely 8,000 jobs upon comple-

ect is expected to generate approxima
created during the initial pro-

tion, with 4,000 long-term positions
duction phase. The socio-economic benefits extend beyond mere
ing into-its rich copper resources,

employment opportunities; by tappl

 Pakistan will significantly lessen its reliance on fossil fuels, foster-

" ing a more sustainable economic environment. This shift'is crucial
istan but for the nation as a'whole, aiming to

not only for Balochi
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into the .rcalm of social development. The establishment of primary
Sc.hnnls in Humai, Durban Chah, Nukundi, and Nokchah, along
with vocational training initiatives, signifies a commitment to upli
the local populace through education. This investment in human
capital is vital for long-term success and will ensure that the
younger generations are equipped to thrive in a transformed eco-
nomic landscape. In conjunction with educational endcavors,
healthcare services are being bolstered through partnerships with
organizations like the Indus Hospital and Health Network.
Community health centers in Humai and Nukundi, along with
mobile units for remote areas, are essential services that demon-
strate a holistic approach to development. Furthermore, the imple-
mentation of purification plants reflects a commitment to enhancing
the quality of life for the communities impacted by this project.

As the Rekodik Project takes shape, it must be viewed as more
than just a mining initiative; it is a beacon of hope for Balochistan,

symbolizing a path toward economic revitalization and social uplift-
ment. The potential transformation of the region into a prosperous
and peaccful province can serve as a mode] for other areas in
Pakistan, contributing positively to the nation's overall stability and
development. Rekodik project stands as a pivotal milestone in
Pakistan's economic narrative, one that promises to bridge the gap
between resource-rich regions and sustainable development. As we
embark on this journey, it is imperative that all stakeholders remain
committed to ensuring that the benefits of this project are equitably
shared, fostering a brighter future for the people of Balochistan and,

by extension, the entire country.
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