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CM calls for stronger democracy
for the country's stability

QUETTA: CM for strength-
ening democracy for country's
sustainable stability and devel-
opment .Chief Minister of
Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti, emphasized the impor-
tance of strengthening democ-

‘racy for sustainable stability

and development in the coun-
try. :

__"Democracy gives the com-

mon man the power to elect
their representatives,” he said
in a statement on international
democracy day underscoring
that the only path to Pakistan's
stability and bright future lies
in a strong democratic system.

He also highlighted the long
history of the Pakistan People's
Party in the struggle for demo-
cratic stability.

"From the leaders of the
party to the common workers,
everyone has sacrificed for the
nourishment of democracy,” he
said.

Chief  Minister  Bugti
recalled the words of the late
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto, who
described democratic gover-
nance as the best form of
revenge in the political con-
text.

He noted that elected repre-
sentatives in a democratic sys-
tem are best positioned to serve
the people, adding that the sta-
bility of democracy remains

their ultimate goal.

"The coalition government
in Balochistan is a prime
example of  democratic
processes at  work,” he
remarked, further stating that
taking all political parties
along with their ideologies is
the essence of democracy.

»On the eve of International
Democracy  Day,  Chief
Minister Bugti paid tribute to
all the martyrs of democracy,
including Shaheed Benazir
Bhutto.-APP
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Bugti for strengthening
democracy for
sustainable

development
Discuss education reforms with ED IBCC

Staff Report

QUETTA: CM for strengthening democracy for country's
sustainable stability and development Chiel Minister of
Balochistan. Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, emphasized the importance
of strengthening democracy for sustainable stability and
development in the country.

“Democracy gives the common man the power to elect their
representatives,” he said ina statementon international democ-
racy day underscoring that the only path to Pakistan’s stability
and bright future lies in a strong democratic system. He also
highlighted the long history of the Pakistan People’s Party in
the strupgle for democratic stability. “From the lcaders of the
party to the common workers, everyone has sacrificed for the
pourishment of democracy,” be said. Chief Minister Bugti
recalled the words of the late Shaheed Benazir Bhutto, who
described democratic governance as the best form of revenge
in the polit ical context. Henoted thatelected tepresentatives in
a democratic system are best positioned to serve the people,
adding that the stability of democracy remains their ultimate
goal. “The coalition goverument in Balochistan is a prime
example of democratic processes at work.” he remarked. fur-
ther stating that taking all political parties along with their ide-
ologies 1s the essence of democracy.

On the eve of International Democracy Day, Chief Minister
Bugti paid tnbute to all the martyrs of democracy, including
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto. Moreover, the Executive Director of the
Inter Boards Coordination Commissicn (IBCC) Dr Ghulam Al
Mallah roet with the Chicf Minister of Balochistan Mir Sartraz
Bugti on Sunday o discuss the latest educational reforms intro-
duced by the Federal Ministry of Education and the exam reforms
proposed by IBCC. Dunng the meeung, the ED IBCC also pre-

sented a copy of the IBCC Annual Report and a commemonative '
shield to the Chief Minister as a pesture of partnership and mutual {
commitment to cducation. The Chief Minister appreciated the

wide-ranging efforts by IBCC and expressed his support -for
enhancing the cducation system and exam processes in the prov-
ince. As partof the meeting, the Chicf Minister agreed 1o hand over

a governnent building 1o the IBCC, aimed at providing improved

public access 1o IBCC services. This new faaility will offer easier
access for swdents and educational institutions across Balochistan.

- - -
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Poor healthcare
facilities in prisons

It is heartrending that most of

“the prisons throughout the country par-

ticularly in Balochistan lack basic facili-
ties. Reportedly, most of the prisons in
the province lack doctors and medi-
cines. The prisons compound the prob-
lems of the inmates, some of which have
been languishing in these jails for years.
The authorities hardly pay attention to
increasing the budget allocated for buy-
ing medicines for inmates in the past
few years. Reportedly, there are four
central and eight district jails in
Balochistan, where more than 3,000
people are imprisoned. There are no
doctors in ten of these jails, including
the largest jail of the province, Central
Jail Mach. Balochistan High Court
(BHC) had expressed displeasure over
lack of doctors at the Mach jail and
ordered authorities to immediately
appoint one. At these jails, paramedics
perform duties of doctors which often
result in complications. According to
the Balochistan government, currently
seven posts of doctors and two posts of
lady medical officers (LMOs) are lying
vacant in the prisons. Unavailability of
medical staff and shortage of medicines
have become a serious problem at these
prisons. Till 2020, the prison depart-
ment was receiving medicines worth

Rs6 million per annum from the provin-
cial government, However, despite the
increase in the number of prisoners and
hike in the prices of medicines, the pro-
vincial government has reduced the
funds given to the jail department for
medicines by almost 50 per cent.
Regrettably, Quetta Jail, which houses
1,100 prisoners, is being supplied wilh
medicines worth Rs 1 million annually
whichis completely insufticient. Despite
the orders of the BHC to provide medi-
cal facilities in jails, the government is

et to improve healthcare in prisons.
Under the Pakistan Prison Rules, the
prisoners have the right to adequate
medical facilities. It is the responsibility
of the provincial government to ensure
basic facilities to the inmates by provid-
ing medicines and doctors. Owing to
shortage of proper healtheare facilities,
a large number of prisoners suffering
from different discases that further
make their lives difficult. The shortage
of doctors and medicines ought to be
addressed on priority basis to help
inmates become productive members of
society after their release from prison. It
is hoped that the Balochistan govern-
ment will take serious steps for the
improvement of prisons and will pro-
vide all basic facilities to the inmates in
accordance with the law. The govern-
ment and jail authorities must ensure
provision of healthy and hygienic food
to prisoners and ought to ensure all
medical facilities.
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Remembering Mubarak Qazi

On September 16th of last year, the Baloch nation came together to !

moumn the loss of the literary legend Mubarak Qazi. Balochistan,, in its
entirety, paid tribute to the poet who had become the voice of their aspira-

tions. Students passionately recited his poetry, activists held poignant vig- .

ils, writers and poets celebrated his profound contributions to the language,
and politicians honored his lasting legacy. Though Qazi was no longer
physically present, his influence on saciety was profoundly felt and endur-
ing. Revered as the people's poet, his memory lived on in the hearts and
minds of those he inspired. With every stanza, Qazi's poetry became a ral-
lying cry for the marginalized, a stark reminder that their voices mattered.
His words spoke truth to power, addressing the issues closest to the hearts
of the common people in Balochistan. He wasn't just a poet; he was a poet
of the people, channeling their hopes, their pain, and their aspirations into
lyrical expressions of resistance. In the rugged expanse of Balochistan,
‘amidst the arid landscapes and the echoes of struggle, one name stands tall-
an embodiment of rebellion, a guardian of the common folk, and a resolute
advocate for justice. Mubarak Qazi, the rebel poet of Balochistan, was
more than just a poet; he was the unwavering voice of ordinary Baloch peo-
ple, a beacon lighting their path toward justice and freedom.

Mubarak Qazi's poetry was more than just verses; it was an anthem of
resistance that resonated across the mountains and valleys of Balochistan.
Through his words, he painted a poignant picture of the trials, dreams, and
aspirations of his people. His verses were a reflection of the stark realities
faced by the Baloch, who had endured generations of neglect and oppres-
sion, yet refused to bow to the weight of injustice. Qazi's poetry frequently
delved into themes of identity, culture, and the enduring spirit of the Baloch
people. He reminded his compatriots of their rich heritage, emphasizing the
need to safeguard it in the face of adversity. His verses were a clarion call,
urging the common people to rise and reclaim their rights, their land, and
their dignity. Despite facing imprisonment and torture, he remained stead-
fast in his commitment to the cause, inspiring countless others to join the
struggle. Qazi's political activism was as integral to his persona as his poet-
ry. In 1982, he was arrested for the first time after protesting the death sen-
tence handed down to Hameed Baloch, a leader of the Balochistan Student
Organization. Hameed Baloch was accused of firing upon a military dele-
gation from Oman, who had come to Turbat to recruit Baloch youth for the
Omani army. Mubarak Qazi's principled stance landed him in Central Jail
Mach.

In 2007, this revolutionary. poet spent eight grueling months in jail in
Turbat for his poetry. In addition to facing a dozen cases for his verses, he
became the first Balochi poet to be implicated in a treason case. However,
he emerged unscathed, acquitted in all cases. His commitment to the cause
never wavered, despite the personal sacrifices he endured. As we pay trib-

ute to Mubarak Qazi, we must also remember the trials and tribulations of
; the Baloch people, whose voices he championed. In celebrating his legacy,*
- we must continue to advocate for justice, equality, and the rights of ordi-
nary Baloch people. In doing so, we keep alive the spirit of a rebel poet whof_;

fearlessly stood for truth and _|usu(.e inspiring generations to rise against
advcrsuy s
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