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CM forms body to resolve
‘Sindh-Balochistan water dispute

Provincial ministers reject IRSA Act Amendment, vow to protect water rights

StaflT Report

 QUETTA: Balochistan Chief

Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on

Wednesday presided over 2n Inter-

provincial meeting of the Irrigation

t regarding water distri-

bution  between  Sindh and
Balochistan.

The meeting was attended by

- Provincial Irrigaion  Minister

‘Palochistan Mir Sadiq Umrani,

** Provincial Irrigation Minisier Sindh

Jam Khan Shuro along with

Balochistan cabinet and provincial

- pssembly members. The provincial

* " secretaries of Sindh and Balochistan

* Imigaticn and related officisls also

" attended the meening Indus Raver
_ System Authority (IRSA) Agreement
“  and the positions of both provinces
were _presented 1 the mecting
During the mectng. the Chief
- Minister of Balochistan establisheda
commitfee to resolve waleT issues
“between the - [wo provinces. The
mmmee would mchrl: thc secre-

Inter-provincial water meeting

tanies of 1 lmgnum and IRSA mem-
bers of both provinces. The commit-
tee will formulate actionable recom-
mendations in consulation with the
In'ignlion Ministers on its final
review report.

Later briefing the media men,
Provincial Irrigation Minister Mir
Muhammad Sadiq lmrani. Sindh
Provincial Irrigation Minister Jam
Khan Shuro has rejected the amend-
ment of the Irsa Act by the federal
government Sindh minster said that
the Sindh, Assembly has rejected it

atesolution. The Balochistan
Assembly will also suppor this reso-
Iution because the water problems of
Sindh and Balochistan are commeon
and they want lo ensure the solution
of the issues through mutual consul-
tation. Mx:Sad:q]mrmxsauithaiun
the direction of party chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardan, this meeting
was held reganding the water prob-
lems of Sindh and Balochistan. The
provinces have taken a joint stand
becanst the fcddal gmermncnl s

amendment to the Irsa Act , which
was rejected by the Sindh govern-
ment and a resolution will be pre-
semted in support of the Sindh resolu-
tion in the Balochistan assembly.
The draft has been prepared
because Sindh is the elder brother of
Balochistan and both of us will solve
our problems together. Jam Khan
Shoro said that the federal govern-
ment wanted 1o impose a new law on
us in violation of the Eighteenth
Amendment. The Irsa Act was cre-
ated and the provinces were empow-
ered to ensure the distbution of
water. He said that the law of the Irsa
Act says that the provinces own their
water. The amendment of the Actis a
war on sovereiznty and the constitu-
tion The proposal 1s not a bad thing
in 4 democratic government. butitis
against the constiution. Smdh does
not get water according to the Irsa
Act. The setup of presence of [rsa Act
states that the chairman will be
appointed from the four provinces of

* Punjab, Sindh. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

mber 12, 2024 /Rabi ul Awal 07, 1446

Rs: 3¢

and Dalochistan alternately. In the
proposal of the federal government
an officer of grade 21-22 has beer
proposed  for  the  chairman
Terminating the IRSA contract anc
handing it over to the bureaveracy it
against the'eighteenth amendment.

The governments of Sindh and )
Balochistan reject this proposed
amendment at all levels. In response
1o a question, he said that according
to the Irsa Accord, the water quan-
Uty system has been determined for
all the provinces, in which the share
of Punjab, Sindh, KPK and
Balochistan has been allocated.
Accordingly, 10 percent of the water
is reserved for the sea, because due
1o the salty water of the sea, about |
2.2 million acres of land of Sindh
has become part of the sea. In
response lo a question, Sadiq Irorani
said that the problems of Sindh and
Balochistan are  common  with
regard to water, and a commirtee
has been formed 10 find out a dura-
ble solution to the water dispute.
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 QUETTA:-Balochistan Chiet Minister Mir Sarfraz Bu
' distribution between Sindh and Balochistan. Provinci
Sindh Jam Khan Shuro along others present on the occasion.

gti chairing an-Inter-provincial meeting of Irrigation Department regarding water
al Irrigation Minister Balochistan Mir Sadiq Umrani, Provincial Irrigation Minister
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