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‘Governor Balochistan
- VOWS to restore Science
College to former glory

Stafl Report
QUETTA: Govemor Balochistan Jafar Khan Man-

- dukhel said that all the educational institutions of the

Province are our national asscts and it was very sad to
see the fire-affected classrooms of the old Science Col-

.lege of our province today in such a condition, vowing .

that every possible effort to be made to restore the col-
lege to its former glory.

| He said that the college principal and the entire teach-

.

ing faculty deserve to be commended for continuing
the classes in the alternative building.

Vice Principal Syed Ziaul Haq’s amval during the fire
and his action to save the office records from the fire
deserves to be commended.

He expressed these views on the occasion of his visit
to the fire-affected Science College Quetta in the center
of the provincial capital Quetta. On the occasion, Gov-
ernor Balochistan said that the fire has affected an im-
portant part of the college, but it is gratifying that the
investigation is going on by the committee formed by
the government to find out the actual cause of the fire.

i Govemor Balochistan directed the concemned commit-
i tee to submit the report as soon as possible. He em-
¢ phasized that before starting the rehabilitation and re-
¥ construction work, a structural test of the fire-affected

section should also be conducted to ensure the safety of

the students and staff studying in the college.

§ Govemor Balochistan said that Science College Quetta is

a prestigious educational institution of the province and

{ it has a rich history. Science College has produced

§ notable personalities in various fields of life. We are de-

| termined to restore this institution to its former glory. Fi-
nally, Govemor Balochistan Jafar Khan Mandukhel also

inspected the Science College ground and directed the |

complete renovation of the ground including water recy-
cling for all the trees and plants of the college. It should

b be noted that at present 196 professors and lecturers are

teaching about 8,000 students of Science College Quetta.
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PISHIN: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugli being received by Depu

ty Commissioner Zahid Khan during his visit to Pishin on Tuesday.

CM Balochistan orders reopening

~ of closed schools 1n Pishin

Bugti announces release of emergency fuhds for flood-affected areas

Staff Report

QUETTA:  Balochistan
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugt on
Tuesday took notice of closed govern-
ment schools of Pishin district and
directed to reopen them till December
14, 2024 for interest of students
future.

He expressed these views while
visiting of Pishin District. The chief’
minister said that no compromise
would be made on education, provin-

" cial government was starving 10 pro-
vide all opportunities to official
schools to improve quality of educa-
tion, saying that teachers would be
appointed on contract basis to meet
shortage of them m the educational
institutions

<= “The CM sawd that Pishin would bc Balochistan Mir  Sarfraz Bug["‘

made model town with the aim 10

provide basic facilities to publicin the
- arca, “Public issues will be solved by

Chief ensuring of good governance™ he said

and added that he was striving 10
ensure better services delivery of
government departments after func-
tional them, which was also essential
for progress of the province. Tribal
leaders and dignitaries met with chief
minister and informed him about
(heir issues being faced be them in
Pishin district.

The CM also assured them that he
would 1ake measures 1o address their
problems. Earlicr, the chicf minister
visited the house of Member of
Provincial Assembly Asghar Khan
Tareen and ofTered Fateh on demise
of his uncle Haji Abdul Nabi

Meanwhile, ~ Chict’  Minister

chaired a review mecling regarding

the damages caused by the recent
monsoon rmins  in  Naseerabad
Division. in Which the damnge caused
by the rains and the government
measures were reviewed. The pro-
vincial ministers and assembly mem-
bers belonging to dilTerent constitu-
encies of Naseerabad division, who
participated in the meeting, also shed
light on the situation of the affected
areas and presented  suggestions
regarding rchabilitation.

Due to climate change, the regions
[ace flood situation every year due to
abnormal rainfull. There is a need to
formulate a workable strategy. The
Chiefl Minister issued onders for the
release of emergency funds for pit
feeder cracks and drainage, and
directed 1o complete the pit feeder
crack repair and drainage projects
within two weeks and ordered a com-

plete feasibility study of Nascerabad
division to deal with the flood situg.
tion in the {uture,

In the meeting, Provincial Finance
Minister Mir Shoaib Naushirwani,
Provincial Trrigation Minister Mir
Mohammad Sadiq will ensure the
relief and rchabilitation work om
emergeney and priority basis in the
flood-atlected Naseerabad Division.
Imrani, Provincial  Minister  of
Communieations Mir Salim Khan
Khosa, Health Minister Sardarzada
Faisal Khan Jomali, Nawabzada
Tariq Magsi, Provincial Minister
Revenue Mir Asim Kurd Gilo,
Parliamientary  Secretaries  Mir
Muhammad Khan Lahn,  Abdul
Majeed Dadini Secretary Irrigation
Hafiz Alxiul Basit, Director General
PDMA  Jahanzeb Khan and other
concerned officials attended.

>
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Education crisis

The recent revelation that over 3,500
schools in Balochistan are non-func-
tional due to a severe shortage of teach-
ers is a stark reminder of the province’s
dismal education sector. This crisis has
far-reaching consequences, affecting
the future of thousands of students and
perpetuating the cycle of poverty and
underdevelopment in the region. The
literacy rate in Balochistan is already far
behind as compared to other provinces
while the female literacy rate is low.

The statistics are alarming; 542
schools have been closed since
February, adding to the existing 3,152
non-functional schools, with the total
number now standing at 3,694. This is
out of a total of 15096 government
'schools in the province, which is

\already grappling with a shortage of
/16,000 teachers. The districts of Pishin,

.. Khuzdar, and Kalat are among the

worst affected, with hundreds of
schools. shut due to the absence of aca-
: demic staff. '

| The government’s efforts to recruit
19,496 teachers are a step in the right
 direction, but the process needs lo be
expedited to address the crisis. The
delay in appointment of teachers is also
one of the main reasons for the shortage
of teachers. in the province. No doubt,
the current shortage of teachers has
resulted in a staggering number of

-

schools being forced to shut their doors,
leaving students without access to edu-
cation.

The state of education in Balochistan
is indeed “pathetic,” as described by
experts. The province lags far behind
others in the country, and this crisis
will only widen the gap. Itis imperative

that the government takes immediate'

action to steer the education sector out
of this crisis. ‘

To address this crisis, the government
must prioritize the recruitment of teach-
ers and ensure that schools are ade-
quately staffed. This requires a multi-
pronged approach, including fast-track
the recruitment process to fill the vacant
posts of teachers, offer attractive pack-
ages and incentives to encourage teach-

ers to take up positions in Balochistan,

upgrading school infrastructure and
provide necessary resources to create a
conducive learning environment and
regularly monitor the situation and take

corrective action to ensure that schools

are functioning optimally.

The closure of over 3,500 schools in
Balochistan due to a teacher shortage is
a crisis that demands immediate atten-
tion. The government must take con-
crete steps to address this issue, prior-

itize- education, and ensure that stu-

dents in the province have actess lo
quality education. Only then can

Balochistan hope to compete with other

provinces and break the cycle of pov-
ertyand underdevelopment.
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Plastic Pollution in Quetta

Quetta stands at a critical juncture. The alarming scale of plastic pol-
ution threatens not only the health of its residents but also the integri-
ty of its environment. To safeguard the future of this remarkable city,
we must prioritize sustainable practices, increase public awareness,
and advocate for effective waste management policies. The time for
action is now; otherwise, we risk entrenching future generations ina
cycle of plastic pollution and cnvironmental degradation. Quetta a city
with immense potential deserves better; it's time we act to reclaim our
‘environment from the clutches of plastic waste. Plastic pollution does
not stop at physical obstruction; it also contributes to the degradation
of air quality. The burning of plastic waste a common practice due to
the lack of waste disposal options relcases toxic fumes and particulate
matter into the atmosphere. These pollutants are known to aggravate
respiratory diseases such as asthma and chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease (COPD), exacerbating the health issues that plague many resi-
dents of Quetta. According to health professionals, the frequency of
respiratory ailments in the region has risen dramatically, correlating
with increased piastic waste and related air pollution. The link between
environmental conditions and public health has never been clearer; =
unless we address the plastic epidemic, we risk the health of the popu-
Jation.

One of the most significant consequences of rampant plastic pollu-
tion in Quetta is the blocking of sewerage systems. As plastics pile up .
in drainage systems, they impede the flow of wastewater, leading to
rampant flooding during the rainy season. Streets tum into rivers of
filth, affecting not only transportation but also public health. Residents
are exposed to stagnant water, which becomes a breeding ground for
mosquitoes and other disease-carrying pests. This results in a height-
ened risk of infectious diseases, compounding the public health chal-
lenges-already faced by many in the city. Local governance must
enforce stricter reguiations on plastic manufacturing and distribution.
Policies that incentivize the use of biodegradable materials and impose
taxes or bans on single-use piastics can discourage reliance on plastic
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products. Partnerships with NGOs and private sectors can also facili-
tate innovative solutions and fund initiatives aimed at reducing plastic
waste. Collaboration among local, provincial, and national authorities
is crucial for a unified response. Plastic pollution is not merely a local
issue but part of a larger environmental crisis impacting the planet.
Quetta's plight should serve as a poignant reminder of our collective
responsibility towards the environment. Addressing the crisis of plas-
tic pollution in Quetta requires a multi-pronged approach. First and
foremost, there must be an overhaul of waste management systems.
Investment in recycling facilities and proper waste disposal methods is
essential to manage plastic waste effectively. Encouraging community
engagement and awarcness campaigns can empow cr residents to
reduce their plastic consumption and participate in clcanup initiatives.
Educational programs in schools can foster a culture of environmental
responsibility among the next generation.

Immediate health concerns, the long term environmental impacts are
equally alarming. Plastics do not biodegrade; instead, they break down
into smaller microplastics that permeate every aspect of our environ-
ment, including our soil and water sources. As these microplastics
accumulate, they influence local ecosystems and enter the food chain,
with potential risks not just for wildlife but also for human consumers.
Fish, a staple protein source for many residents, can carry these pollu-
tants, leading to further health complications. The insidious nature of

- plastic pollution thus poses a multi-faceted threat-not only disrupting
our immediate environment but also endangering our future food secu-
rity and health. Plastic poliution has become a global crisis, and
Quetta is no exception. With rising populations and urbanization, the .
city generates substantial amounts of plastic waste most of which is
not disposed of properly. Single-use plastics, ranging from bags to bot-
tles, have infiltrated the city's landscape, accumulating in public
spaces, waterways, and ultimately, our living environments. This insid-
jous problem is exacerbated by insufficient waste management infra-
structure and a lack of public awareness regarding the impacts of plas-

tic pollution.
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SSG CL slammed for
Tunning a fiefdom’

BHC summons CS, principal secretaries to PM,
CM over inflated gas bills

@ SYED ALI SHAH
QUETTA

1The Balochistan High Court
wexpressed its displeasure over

the failure to implement
“eourt orders regarding gas
i bills, specifically thagse in-
*wolving the addition of new
1xcharges, load shedding, and
sreduced gas pressu.re in the
! -province.

Several legal representa-
tives and offidials from Sui
Southern Gas Company
Limited (SSGCL), including
SSCC Quetta's legal team
and SSCC Karachi's recovery
management, appeared in
court to respond to the is-
sues raised.

During proceedings, the

U971 dens vt oiBSCCmMAnagementadmitted

compliance with its orders, A BHC division bench,
Failure to do so would re- comprising justices Kamran
quire the principal secretary Malakhail and Nazir Ahmed
to personally appear before Langove, found that despite
the court. The court hasalso assurances from the gas
instructed the chief secretary  company of fair billing, the
of Balochistan and the prin- situation was dire. The jus-
cipal secretary to the CM to tices gave the ruling with a
attend the next hearing in view to easing the sufferings
person and submit progress of the masses.
aeports on the implementa-

H.During thu; hmﬂng,..m thiat '3n FRrelatedstechnicab: tiormof the court’s previous?people’ BFiBalochistan: to

«divisional bench compris-

1ing Justice Muhammad

Kamran Khan Malakhail
. and Mr. Justice Shaukat Ali
Rakhshani summoned the
principal secretary to the
prime minister, chief secre-
‘tary of Balochistan, and the
principal secretary to the
izBalochistan chief minister
~for the next hearing.
4 The case, filed by senior
,jurist Syed Nazir Agha
rAdvocate, addresses com-

wplaints about inflated gas

‘Dills, frequent load shedding,

sﬁx’tdinadequa:egaspresgum.

e

error caused miscalculations
in consumer bills. This ex-
planation, however, did
little to satisfy the court,
which voiced concerns over
the company'’s overall han-
dling of the issue. The bench
sharply criticized SSGCL of-
ficials for what it described
as "non-technical, non-
professional, obstinate, and
arrogant behavior," accusing
the company of running its
operatons like a “fiefdom."
In a stern warning, the
bench directed the principal
secretary to the PM to ensure

- over the past three months,

directives. bear the brunt of inflated

The case willberesumedin gas bills,” declared Justice
the next hearing, where the Malakhail. “Henceforth, dt-
summoned officials are ex- izens shall only be obligated
pected to provide updates on  to pay 10% of the bills issued

“It is unjustifiable forshey!

—_ e —

k

compliance with the court's over the past three months,”
orders. Justice Malakhail added.
Inalandmark ruling earlier  The courtroom was packed
this year, the Balochistan with citizens concerned,
High Court (BHC) ordered cit- eager for respite from the fi-
izens to pay only 10% of their nancial strain caused by hefty
bills from the Sui Southern bills. Renowned lawyers, in-
Cas Company (SSGC) issued cluding Syed Nazeer Agha
Advocate, appeared in the
ina bid toaddress the mount- case, along with renowned
ing grievances against exces- human rights actvist and
sive billing, senior lawyer Jalila Haider,

L L T R Xt
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CM visits fire-ravaged
science college

BHIC CJ also briefed
on damage caused
(o historic building

# OUR CORRESPONDENT
WETA
Jalochistan Chief Minister
MIr Sarfaraz Bugti visited
she Quetta Science College,
which was recently ravaged
Yy afire, to inspect the damn-
1ge and ensure the resump-
ion of educational activities.

Balochistan High Court
Chief Justice Muhammad
Hashim Kakar also toured
the affected classrooms and
received. a detailed brief-

[ing.from.the vice principal
ahouttheidncidentyic ;e ) -

" The fire, which caused
significant damage to
the college’s main block,
adds further strain to
Balochistan's education
system, already grappling
with a widespread crisis

"l of school closures. Just re-
cently, a provincial report
revealed that 3,694 schools
are currently inactive, high-
lighting the severe shortage
of resources and teaching
staff across the province,

.| During his visit, the CM

.| expressed deep sorrow over
the incident and announced

¢

the formation of a commit-
tee to investigate the fire,
“The incident is truly unfor-
tunare, and we will leave no
stone unturned in ensuring
that classes are restored im- |
mediately,” he said. Bugti
instructed the Department |
of Communication and
Construction to expedite
the rebuilding of the col- '
lege’s main block and di- !
rected that classes should !
temporarily resume in an '
alterngtive building,.

In his remarks, the Bugtl
praised the swift actions of
the vice principal, whose
efforts after the fire were
described as commendable, |

‘He further ‘directed rthe!

Education Department to'

formally recognise the vice

principal’s contribution and

encourage such dedication, e @
“The educational crisis in

Balochistan will not be al-

lowed to worsen,” Bugti re- : -

assured, emphasising the

government’s commitment .

to ensuring that students’

education continues unin-

terrupred despite the fire,
This visit comes at a critj-

cal time for Balochistan’s

educational infrastructure,

which has faced significant

challenges,
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