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QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Jafar Khan Mandukhel talking to pmvinciél minister Nawabzad Tariq Magsi on Monday.

ol
23R

‘Balochistan governor stresses need
for disaster-resilient infrastructure

l Staff Report

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan
Jafar Khan Mandukhel said that
’un_fmtunalcly the province of Balo-
chistan was ofien ravaged by natural
calamities like earthquake, flood and
drought etc.

He said that these natural calamities
also badly destroyed the provincial
infrastructure.  He expressed this

while talking to Provincial Minister
for C&W Salim Khosa, who called
on him here at Govermor House on
Monday. Governor Balochistan stated
that a large amount of federal and pro-
vincial budget was spent every year
on the construction of roads, bridges
and other buildings m the province.
Thus, he stressed that it was impor-
tant to strengthen the infrastructure
to protect their buildings and other

constructions from the severity of the
weather and natural disasters.

On the occasion, Balochistan Governor
said (hat they have to take precaution-
ary and protective measures to avoid
spending a huge amount of budget
on reconstruction. Instead of building
over and over agam, we should focus
on building resibient mfrastructure that
can withstand natural disasters. Inthis
regard, our policy makers and engi-

neets can play a key role, he added. |

Govemor Balochistan said that apart
from having very talented engineers
available, we also have skills andre-
sources, so we should also build such
monumental towers and magnificent
buildings in the provincial capital
Quetta so that we can also aftract
tourists from all over the world, as
it requires vision and strong will to

make it happen.
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nlement minotity quota

Balochistan CM assures MPA of redressal of concerns agmnst Coast Guard \

fo 1m

Staff Report

QUETTA: - Balochistan Chicf
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bagli on
Monday said that the Coast Guard
officials of Hub would be called to
realize Lhe concerns of the mem-
bers of the Provincial Assembly
(MPA) regarding it. He said this
on the flour of Provincial Assembly
in. response of MPA Asadullah
Baloch who earlier expressed his
reservation regarding the Coast
~~"Guard Officials of Hub area of
Lasbela district. The Assembly
Session was chaired by Speaker
.. Balochistan Assembly Captain

—-(Rtd) Abdul Khaliq Achakzai on
Monday. The chief minister said
_ that the opposition would also be
invited to attend lhe meelmg in

this regard.

He said that there was a request
from the Speaker that the assembly
should be run under rules and reg-
ulations. The Speaker supported
the*proposal of the CM nnd said
that if the members are not given a
chance. then they make com-
plaints, but [ am trying to run the
assembly under rules and regula-
tions.  Parliamentary Secrelary
Sapjay Kumar presented a joint
resolution on behalf of the minor-

ity ‘assembly members Ravi Pooja

and Patrick Sant Masih rcad that in
the text of the resolution that peo-
ple belonging to minorities in
Pakistan should not only be

“involved in politics but also in

Pakistan's forces, bureaucracy,
cducation, apart from health.

He said that they were render-
ing their services for the develop-
ment and prosperity of the country
in various fields of life adding the
the State is committed to the pro-
tection, empowerment and devel-
opment of under-represented com-
munities  including  religious
minorities to ensure their partici-
pation in economic, political ‘and
public representation. Sanjoy
Kumar said that the federal and
provincial governments have allo-
cated 5% quota for minorities in
the jobs of all government and non-
government organizations but the
5 percent quota reserved for the
minorities in the provincial depart-
ments was not being implemented
due to which the minorities were
being deeply worricd.

P

Thcrefore this - bouse recom-
mends the government to take
steps to implement the quota allo-
cated for minorities, he said: Later,
the joint resolution was unani-
mously approved by law makers.
During the scason, heated argu-
ments were exchanged between
Mir Ali Madad Jatak and Mir
Asadullah Baloch. Fateha was
offered on the death of the brother
of  Parliamentary
Services and General
Administration Mir Liaquat Ali
Lehri before starting of the ses-
sion. Earlier, the Speaker Abdul
Khaliq Achnkzai welcomed the
boys and girls of Iqra Middle High

.School for attending the Assembly

session. Later. the assembly ses-
sion was adjourned till Thursday.

Secretary”
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QUETTA: Sanaullah, born with dwarfism, who received a PhD degree in IT from Sorbonne University France, calls on Chief Minister 2

Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti on Monday.
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The “development of Quetta has
becomeadream. Every Chief Minister
after assuming charge vows Lo
develop Quetta city but regrettably
the city instead of making develop-
ment is heading towards more diffi-
culties and challenges. All the main
roads of the city, including that of
Sariab Road, Sabzal Road, Qambrani
Road, Munir Ahmed Mengal Road
and Sirki Road are in a state of con-
struction for the past several years
but still their completion if far away.
Apart from these main roads within
the city, the condition of other roads,
sewerage lines, and footpaths in most
of the localities is very pathetic.

The incumbent government has
also pledged to develop and improve
condition of Quetta -city. The
Balochistan government had allo-
cated Rs 24.5 billion for the Quetta
Development Programme, aiming to
bring a positive change in the city’s
landscape and giving it a facelift. The
development package included exten-
sion of various roads, improving sew-
erage syslem, installation of street
lights and construction of footpaths
that would restore the lost beauly of
Quetta. . . ... . .

The projects initiated under the
Quetta Development Programme
include construction and rehabilita-
tion of Sariab Road, Prince Road,
Sirki Road, Zarghoon Road, Sabzal

Road, BI‘OW(‘ry Road, Nawan Killi
Bypass and Weslern Bypass to Sariab
Road. Reportedly the government
also paid extra amount for the devel.
opment, clearing, aligning and recon-
struction of 7.6 kilometers long Sariab
Road of the city to provide basic facil-
ities to the residents.

Work on some projects was initi-
ated bul’ they were not taken seri-
ously therefore all the development
projects of Quetta are almost incom-
plete and have become a nightmare
for the residents.

The pace of construction of Sariab
Road, Sabzal Road and Sirki Road is
very slow and it would take years to
be completed if the government of
Balochistan did not show seriousness
in this connection. It is distressing
that in the name of face-lifting and
beautification of the city, billions of
rupees are spent but the face of
Quetta city is blemishing instead of
improving. Balochistan is already
facing a number of challenges includ-
ing that of health, education, drink-
ing water and infrastructure particu-
larly in remote areas.

The province is also facing finan-
cial issues therefore, it cannot afford
wasltage of resources and funds. It is
inevitable that the government must
pay serious attention towards com-
pletion of all development projects
timely and keep special focus over
quality of work. Timely completion of
projects will help save resources
which should be used in other parts
of the province for the welfare of
masses,
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Plastic Pollution in Quetta

Quetta stands at a critical juncture. The alarming scale of plastic pol-
lution threatens not only the health of its residents but also the integri-
ty of its environment. To safeguard the future of this remarkable city,
we must prioritize sustainable practices, increase public awareness,
and advocate for effective waste management policies. The time for
action is now; otherwise, we risk entrenching future generations in a
cycle of plastic pollution and environmental degradation. Quetta a city |
with immense potential deserves better; it's time we act to reclaim our
environment from the clutches of plastic waste. Plastic pollution does
not stop at physical obstruction; it also contributes to the degradation
of air quality. The burning of plastic waste a common practice due to
the lack of waste disposal options releases toxic fumes and particulate
matter into the atmosphere. These pollutants are known to aggravate
respiratory diseases such as asthma and chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease (COPD), exacerbating the health issues that plaguc many resi- 4
dents of Quetta. According to health professionals, the licqucncy of !
respiratory ailments in the region has risen dramatically. corrclating
with increased plastic waste and related air pollution. The link between
-environmental conditions and public health has never been clearer; ¢
unless we address the plastic epidemic, we risk the health of the popu-
lation. One of the most significant consequences of rampant plastic
pollution in Quetta is the blocking of sewerage systems. As plastics
pile up in drainage systems, they impede the flow of wastewater, lead- Co
ing to rampant flooding during the rainy season. Streets turn into rivers.-
of filth, affecting not only transportation but also public health."
Residents are exposed to stagnant water, which becomes a breeding
ground for mosquitoes and other disease-carrying pests. This results in
a heightened risk of infectious diseases, compounding the public
health challenges already faced by many in the city. :

Local governance must enforce stricter regulations on plastic manu-
facturing and distribution. Policies that incentivize the use of
biodegradable materials and impose taxes or bans on single-use plas-
tics can discourage reliance on plastic products. Partnerships with
NGOs and private sectors can also facilitate innovative solutions and
fund mmanves aimed at reducmg plastic waste. Collaboratlon nmong

¥ PO oo e )
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mcnl.-prpviticiul, and national authorities is crueial for a unified
response. Plastic pollution is not merely a local issuc but part of a larg-

o
4

~/

—

<\.ol.cwl.iilz3'61.c|wlﬁu\

s

er environmental crisis impacting the planet. Quetta's plight should
serve fls.n poignant reminder of our collective responsibility towards
the environment, Addressing the crisis of plastic pollution in Quetta
requires a mwlti-pronged approach. First and foremost, there must be
an overhaul of waste management systems, Investment in recycling
facilities and proper waste disposal methods is essential to manage
plastic waste effectively. Encouraging community engagement and
awareness campaigns can empower residents to reduce their plastic
consumption and participate in cleanup initiatives. Educational pro-
grams in schools can foster a culture of environmental responsibility
among the next generation,

Immediate health concerns, the long term environmental impacts are
equally alarming. Plastics do not biodegrade; instead, they break down
into smaller microplastics that permeate every aspect of our environ-
men, including our soil and water sources. As these microplastics
accumulate, they influence local ccosystems and enter the food chain,
with potential risks not just for wildlife but also for human consumers.,
Fish, a staple protein source for many residents, can carry these pollu-

 tants, leading to further health complications. The insidious nature of

plastic pollution thus poses a multi-faceted threat-not only disrupting

our immediate environment but also endangering our future food secu-

rity and health. Plastic pollution has become a global crisis, and

Quetta is no exception. With rising populations and urbanization, the

city generates substantial amounts of plastic waste most of which is
not disposed of properly. Single-use plastics, ranging from bags to bot-
tles, have infiltrated the city's Jandscape, accumulating in public

“spaces, waterways, and ultimately, our living environments, This insid-
- ious'problem is exacerbated by insufficient waste management infra- » -

structure and a lack of public awareness regarding the impacts 6f plas-
tic pollution. :
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