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Bilawal, Balochistan
CMdiscuss = -
~ provincial issues

ISLAMABAD: Chairmun Pakistan People’s Party (PPP).. -
Bilawal Bhurto Zardari on Monday mei *with Balochistah
Chiel Minister Sarfaraz Bugti. The meeting focused on the
pressing issues faced by Balochistan, fincluding the recent
surgé in terrorism and the devastaung flood situation. ot
According 10 PPP Secretariat, Chief Minister Bugti briefed

‘Bilswal Bhutto on the measures taken by the pravincial gov-* ]
ernment to gombat terrorism and restore peace in the region. -+ |

* " The discussion also touched’ on the flood situation in
* Balochistan, triggered by recent rains, and the efforts under-
way lo provide relief and support 10 affected communities,
Meanwhile, Chairman PPP called on Secretary General of
FPPP Syed Nayyer Husain Bukhuri ‘and President of Human
Rights Committee of PPP Fashatullah Babar. They dis;u;;ed_

. current political landscape and organizational ‘matters within
the party. WS . 2 g i
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- ISLAMABAD: Balochistari Chief

Minister Sarfaraz Bugti éalls on Chairman Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on Monda)
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Sanitation crisis

_Quetta city has been confronting a
severe sanilation issue for the last
many years. A large parl of the popu-
lation in the city lacks access to safe
and’ adequate sanilation facilities,
leading to a number of health and
environmental problems. A previous
report by UNICEF found that 35% of
Quettass population lives in slums and
underserved areas, where sanitation
conditions are parlicularly poor. In
these areas, only 15% of households
have access to a private toilet, and 85%
of households rely on shared or public
toilets. Sadly, the city>s drainage sys-
tem is also in a state of disrepair.
Reportedly 84% of the city>s drains are
either filthy or choked, or they are

* . completely absent. This leads to [lood-

.=

ing and sewage overflows during the
rainy season, which contaminates
drinking water and spreads diseases.
The poor sanitation situation in Quetta
has a number of negative consequences
for public health. Children living in
slums and underserved areas of
Quetta are more likely to suffer from
diarrhea, pneumonia, and other water-
borne diseases. Sewage overflows and
open defecation contaminate water
sources and soil, which can lead to the
spread of waterborne diseases and the
degradation of agricultural land. The
poor sanitation situation in Quetta is

. AT £ =S

caused by a number of factors, includ-
ing fast urbanizalion. Quetla has expe-
rienced rapid urbanization in recent
years, with its population more than
doubling in the past two decades. This
has put a strain on the citys infra-
structure, including its sanitation sys-
tem. Lack of proper and timely invest-
ment on the part of the government,
the situation of sanitation is petting
worse with every passing day. The
government needs to invest in upgrad-
ing the citys drainage system and the
government and civil sociely organi-
zations need to raise awareness about
the importance of sanitation and how
to maintain safe sanitation practices.
Undoubtedly, the poor sanitation situ-
ation in Quetta is a serious problem
that has a number of negative conse-
quences for public health and the envi-
ronment. Educating people about the

importance of sanitation and how to .
prac-

maintain safe sanilation
tices. Involving the community in the
planning and implementation of sani-
tation projects. This will help to ensure
that the projects are responsive to the
needs of the community and that they

are sustainable. The successive gov-

ernment completely ignored the sani-
lation issue of Quetta and started pro-
jects which failed to address issues.
However, it is essential the present
government must take this issue seri-
ously and provide relief to the masses
by.addressing the sanitation issue.

-
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Destructive Monsoon

Current flooding crisis in Balochistan is not simply a
weather anomaly but a manifestation of broader systemic
issues that require urgent action. Through collaboratlve
efforts and dedicated resources, we can begin’ 6 mend the .
damage and create a resilient framework that protects the’

most vulnerable among us. As the rains continue to pour, let

us not lose sight of the human lives at stake and the respon-
sibility we all share in safeguarding their futures. The recent

~ devastating floods in Balochistan serve as a blunt reminder

of the devastating consequences of climate change. The
province, already grappling with a host of socio-economic
challenges, has been further burdened by the relentless mon-

- soon rains, resulting in widespread destruction, displace-

ment, and loss of life. This natural disaster, while tragic, is a
clear warning that the time for inaction is over. We must
confront the reality of climate change head-on and imple-
ment comprehensive strategies to build resilience and pro-
tect our communities. The floods in Balochistan are not an
isolated incident. Extreme weather events, such as heat-
waves, droughts, and cyclones, have become increasingly
frequent and intense across the globe. These events are a
direct result of human-induced climate change, driven by the
excessive emission of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere.
The consequences of climate change are far-reaching, affect-
ing everything from food security and water availability to
public health and economic stability.

Balochistan, a region characterized by its arid climate and
fragile ecosystems, 1s particularly vulnerable to the impacts
of climate change. The province's limited water resources,

- coupled with deforestation and unsustainable land use prac-
“tices, have exacerbated its susceptibility to natural disasters.
-'The recent floods have highlighted the urgent need for sus-

" 'tainable development and climate adaptation measures in

e
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Balochistan. To build resilience against future climate
shocks, it is imperative to adopt a multi-faceted approach.
First and foremost, we must invest in climate-smart infra-
structure. This includes constructing flood-resistant build-
ings, improving drainage systems. and deycloping carly
warning systems to provide timely alert< of impending dis-
asters. Additionally, we need to prioritize sustainable land
management practices, such as reforestation, qfforestatién,
and soil conservation, to enhance the resilience of ecosys-
tems. It is essential to strengthen disaster response and
recovery efforts. This involves improving coordination

~ among government agencies, NGOs, and local communities

to ensure effective relief and rehabilitation operations.

. Furthermore, we must invest in social safety nets to protect

vulnerable populations frcm the economic impacts of disas- -

- ters.

Need to promote climate education and awareness. By edu-

~ cating the public about the causes and consequences of cli-

mate change, we can foster a sense of responsibility and
encourage individuals to adopt sustainable practices in their
daily lives. Moreover, climate education can empower com-
munities to participate in decision-making processes and

‘advocate for climate-friendly policies. It is crucial to address

the underlying socio-economic challenges that contribute to

. - vulnerability. Poverty, inequality, and lack of access to basic

serVices such as healthcare and education can exacerbate

......

opment and poverty reductlon we can enhance the resilience
- of communities and improve their ability to cope with disas-
ters. Climate change is a global problem that requires global -

solutions. Countries must work together to reduce green-

‘house gas emissions, share knowledge and technology, and

support developing countries in their efforts to adapt to cli-
mate change : ,
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