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Youth manipulation

Balochiistan Chief Minister Serfraz Bugt
o Wedorsalay exprosasd deep conaern
over the: manipulabon of the pravines s
yolh by cerlain elegents, inststing that
young Bajoch opler Wy Mny, Sy
vandly il m!-d’l‘xmn the state under u dehis
erale connpinwy, Speaking, at a cheque dis-
tribution cenvmony for the Shabsesd Benazir
Dhutto Scholandip Progmimure, Mr Bagt
emphassed the inportanae of mabany,
mducabion accrssible o alleviate Uwe senee of
deprivation tn the provinas He said that
the provincial povernment has eday noal-
Isxd 1y educabon-fnendly vison. The con-
s of Chiel Minister Balochistan ane
penuine andal s mevitable that the provern-
menl miust focus on youth and cosme up
with scholandup und other opportuniticos
o engape youth In productive activities,
Unlortunately, ns far as Balochtstan is con-
cerned half o the majority of youth wandes
atmlesaly without ambitions in Hfe, making,
themy most vulperable to engaging 10
wrongdomngs, Aaonding to the 0120-2]
laborur force survey, the unemployment
rle in Balochistan was 4.3 pencent and the
warking age group makes up 71 percent of
the entine population. This low pencentage
ol employment in Balochistan shows the
existing, markel incompatibality challenge
provalent in the provinee. The youth are
unemployed because they are unabie to
keep up with the mpidly changing job mar-
ket and because educational institutions

have Latled to prodlce akolled produutes
Unlextunately, the future prospects in
Bajochislian are conomnilmted oo himuted
pr essions b med e eTRineenoy, A0l
bursucracy, which are highly =p an;dvd
in this rooety. The o=t of the [wlds are
oftrn discouragnd, either by the elders or
the povre Hence, under this pa=sune, often
pevpde prefer cvil seryioes e sl

This diwourages the youth, who ane
morn inclined 1o parsae w diverse range of
T dimsiona A condiog ta the odmervations,
a conmderabde population of Balochstan's
)'Uulh ollen s“’xh,r”ww Carier ;\s(}‘.\ ala
viry late stage, poedominantly swatching
(e purssng, an MBEBS depnee to jeining
the ol service Griss-root Jevel anaiysis
rupgests that this conlusion begins at o
very ourly stage of the academic journky.
Academnic education in Pakistan in general,
ancd parbcularly in Bakochistan, has no rel-
evanoe to professional fife.

Structural relorms ot the fundamental
level should be introdoced 10 all levels of
institutions, manly at bacheloey” Jevel to
nurtune and enable our youth to fulfil mar-
ket oxpectations. Self-employment
through freeluncing and entrepreneurshup
that offers a wide range of job opportuni.
ties should be encouraped in this region by
the local government by initiating various
training, and  skill  development  pro-
prammes o broaden the vision of youth
and simultaneously cater to the pmbl}em of
unemployment. The institutes should also
inlnx[uco ancd engage the students in vari-
ous skill development programs.
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Approach to peace & progress

Path Torward for Balochistan must involve o dunl approach: a relentless
campaign sgainst militant elements coupled with o genuine effort 1o
oddress the longstanding prievances of its people. Only by facing these
vhallenges herd on can we hope 1o build a secure, trust-filled future for
Baolochistan and its residents. The time for action is now; it is a chance
for healing, understanding, and progress that cannot afford to be missed.
Development projecta that ereate job opportunitics, improve infrastruc-
ture, nnd provide essential services nuch as education and healthcare
should be prioritized. However, these initintives must be designed to ben-
ofit loeal communities dircctly. If managed cflectively, such projects can
play a crucial ole in reducing feelings of marginalization among the
Baloch people, Simultancously, accountability is vital. Not only should
perpetiators of violence face justice, but there must also be a concerted
ellort to address any human rights violations that have occurred in the
province. This commtment to justice must be paired with a renewed
promise (rom Baloch leaders to denounce violence and terror unequivo-
cally. Historically, there has been a significant trust deficit between
Balochistan's residents and the state, Decades of neglected promises and
a percoived mditference from the federal government have only deep-
encd this rifl. For Pakistan (o thrive as a federtion, it must uphold the
principles of equal nghts and auwtonomy for all provinces. Doing so can
help dismantle the pervasive feeling of alicnation that plagues many
Baloch citizens, It is essentinl to recognize that the separatist militants
active in Balochistan do not represent the majority of Baloch people. ;
Many locals feel oppressed and marginalized, yet they do not condone
violence as & means to express their grievances. Therefore, a military
response alone cannot solve the broader issues at hand. Engaging with
Baloch nationalist leaders is crucial 1o understanding the true aspirations
of the people and addressing their legitimate claims, particularly in arcas
of political autonomy, resource distribution, and human nghts.

The nature of recent coordinated attacks points to a level of planning
and organization that ealls for improved j\(:.ll.igcncc and inter-agency
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collaboration, ‘The state must adopt wdvanced technology to monitor and
preempt potentinl theeats, To enhance the skills and responsivencss of
security forces, training should focus on understanding the unique chitls
lenges posed by insurgeneics in Balochistan. This would not only
strengthen security measures bul also toster an eavironment of safety for
all citizens, irvespective of their cthnic backgrounds. The first and most
immediate action that must be taken is a decisive crackdown on terrorist .
organizations like the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) and Tehreek-
c-Taliban Pakistan (1TP). The govemment should commit 1o deploying
all available resources, including military, intelligence, and law enforce-
ment agencies, to dismantle these militunt groups. This involves not only
w and cutting off their funding but also appre-
hending their leaders to hold them accountable for their actions.
However, it is crucial that this crackdown is conducted with caution and
precision. Past mistakes in military operations have often resulted in
civilian casualtics, which can deepen the existing gricvances and widen
the chasm between the state and the local populace. Any missicps must

disrupting their operation

be avoided at all costs,
Prime Minister Shehb
groups that do not recognize Pakist

1z Sharif has made it clear that negotiations with
an's constitution and flag are off the
table. This hard stance may be necessary in dealing with militant groups,
yet it should not hinder a broader dialogue with Baloch nationalist lcad-
ers who genuinely represent the aspirations of the Baloch people. Such a
dinlogue could serve as a platform to address their concems, paving the
way for a more peaceful and cooperative environment. Attacks in
Balochistan has shaken the nation to its core. These events arc not just
another dark footnote in the troubled history of this province; they sym-
bolize a pressing crisis that demands urgent attention and action. The
issues facing Balochistan are complex, rooted in a long history of griev-
ances, insurgencies, and a pervasive distrust between the people and the
state. With this delicate situation in mind, it is vital to explore what steps
can be taken to promote peace and security while also recognizing the

rights and aspirations of the Baloch people.
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