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;‘ Governor calls for cordial ties w1th
neighboring countries

Staff Report

QUETTA: Governor Balo-
shistan Jafar Khan Man-
lokhail on Wednesday said
that geography is consid-
ered as the destiny of any
nation.
He said this while address-
ing the participants of the
conference organized at
Balochistan University of
Information  Technology
Engineering and Manage-
ment Sciences (Buitems)
in collaboration with King
College London.
The governar said that our
national geography has the
ablhty to determine not only

our destiny but also the des-
tiny of other nations in the
region. There is no doubt
that our Blue Economy has
the potential to transform
Pakistan into an Asian Tiger
and offers other bright pros-
pects for the future.

On this occasion, Gover-
nor Balochistan Jafar Khan
Mandokhail said that in the
context of international re-
lations, the importance of
neighboring countries and
the impact of resources on
the population also needs to
be taken into consideration.
The famous saying that
“neighbors  cannot - be
changed” highlights that

the geographical location of
any country and its neigh-
bors is fixed. Therefore, the
focus should be on equal
and cordial relations with
all neighboring countries.

Governor Mandokhail said
that geopolitics is not just a
word but it is a multifaceted
political term and under-
standing geopolitics in the
context of Pakistan is very
complex for which we need
to connect multiple points

“to develop a bigger picture

of the entire region.

This enables us to cover
the relationships between
geography, politics and
unequal power dynamics.

He said that as residents of
Balochistan, it is our good
fortune that we are at the
center of geopolitics. Our
province is the gateway (o
Central Asia. With the be-
lief that the development
of the magnificent mega
Gwadar project can end
the economic stagnation in
the entire region. Governor
Mandokhail said that when
I imagine the future of
mankind, I see a beautiful
combination between glob-
al civilization and natural
and social sciences. The
scientific arts and artistic
sciences of the future will
overcome the challenges of

our political and economic
changes and thereby enrich
our lives.

Appreciating  the tireless
efforts of the distinguished
guests and organizers for
organizing the success-
ful two-day conference, he
said that it was a pleasure
o see emerging scholars
and researchers cngagcd
in many important 1ssues
through contributions in
academic research papers
and artistic work. Governor
Balochistan said that by ex-
ploring and understanding
geopolitics, we can ensure a

bright future for our region
and our country.

-
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QUETTA: Goverﬁor Balochistan Jafar Khan Mandokhail taking keen interest in painting at Buitems university on Wednesday.
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“Baloch youth being alienated
under conspiracy: Bugti

VOL XLV No. 843 QUETTA Thursday Au

gust 29, 2024 /Safar ul Muzaffar 23, 1446

Rs: 3

Says one can be angr

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan  Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti has
said that Baloch youths are being
taken away {rom the state under a
well thought out conspiracy. You
can be angry with the government
and its performance, but you can-
not be apgry with the state. .
He expressed these views while
addressing the ceremony of distri-
bution of educational scholarship
cheques 10 male and female stu-
dents through Balochistan
Education Endow ment Fund under
the Shaheed Benazir  Bhutto’

Scholarship  Program here on

Wednesday. Social personality and
- former minister Roshan Khursheed

Chief Secretary

Brocha, el
Shakeel Qadir Khan

Balochistan

and Finance Secretary Babar Khan,
CEO Bef Zakaria Kban Noorzai
and a large number of students par-
ticipated in the ceremony.
Addressing the ceremony, Bugti
said that in order to remove the
deprivations in the province, it is
necessary to facilitate promotion of
education. The provincial govern-
ment has implemented its educa-
tion friendly policy today. I prom-
ise that we will expond this pro-
gram further, these children will
serve Balochistan and Pakistan
after getting the best education.
Under this progranl. the provin-
cial government will provide the
best education environment 1o 200
students -in -the best universities
around the world. Transgender
have been made part of this schol-
arship - program. Programs have

y with the government but not

also been started. The program of
providing technical education to 30
thousand youths is being jrople-
mented. In addition, interest-free
loans are being provided to youths
in casy instaliments to stant busi-
nesses through Akhuwat program.
Bugli said that he will not allow
anyone lo sell the job, the merit will
be taken into agcount in all circum-
stances, if anyone asks for money
for the job, they will make a video
of it and send it to us and take
immediate and practical action to
ensure the merit and transparency.
The jobs will be given purely on
contract basis. .
The Chief Minister said that [
promise you that 1 will'ensure merit
and transparency, but you all also
have to prove your love for your

with the state

ment projects will be continued in
each district without discrimina-
tion. ‘

The provincial goveroment will
inform you about the progress of
the development projects in your
respective district and you will be
given access to the development
projects. They are taking serious
steps to solve public problems by
making delivery active.

The Chief Minister said that
acquiring knowledge is the only
way to build and develop nations,
Officials of Balochistan |
Endowment Fund said that under
this - program, scholarship checks |
will be distributed to 2500 male

~and” female students. Under the

mentioned program, 1200 scholar-
ships are given annually.

country and state. The develop-
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QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Sarfraz Bugtl giving away scholarship cneque to a student on Wednesday.
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f'Protecting Fisheries’

department

The fisheries sector is a very impor-
tant sector in Balochistan. Sadly like
other sectors, the fisheries sector of the
province is also facing multiple chal-
lengeslike over-fishing, depleting stocks
of fish, illegal fishing by big trawlers and )
lack of infrastructure to Eatth the high
price of fish catch. : S

Reportedly, the marine capture contrib-
utes 34% to the total fisheries production.
in Pakistan. Out of eight major fishing
towns, four i.e. Gwadar, Jiwani, Pasni and
Ormara are the largest landing sites
accounting for almost 80% of the total
commerdial fish production, 58% of the
total fisher-folk and 59% of the total ves-
sels. About 80% of the total fish catch from
Balochistan's cost is dried up for export to
the Middle East. Most of the fish caught

.- from Gwadar and Pasni is transported to

Karachi from where it is further exported
to other countries like Sri Lanka, China
and South Korea. The fisheries sector of
Balochistan provides direct employment
to an estimated 400,000 people, and per-
haps an equal number in ancillary indus-
tries such as marketing, boatbuilding, etc.
In the coastal areas, fisheries can account
for up to 70% of the local employment.
However, Balochistan’s fisheries sector is
not operating in an ideal environment
and faces multiple challenges. The chal-

dolew bl | Lel oo U

O bz oy oo ¢S

ochistan Time Quetta |
Dated:_zfgmAUG‘_ZUZ’f Page No..

lenges are immense and are affecting the
Fisheries sector to a great extent. The

decline in seafood resources, lack of -
shrimp culture, inadequate facilities at |

fish markets, lack of sustainable fishing
policy and low export prices of seafoc

are major challenges to the fishery pro-
duction and exports. About 80% o prod-
ucts landed on the harbors go to the fish
meal plants. Regrettably, illegal nets are
widely used along the Sindh and
Balochistan coasts, causing overfishing
and depleting the fish stocks. To improve

the Fisheries sector, the Balochistan gov-
ernment ought to plan to improve the !

fisheries sector with new technologiies

and support for fishermen. The provincial |

overnment must strive to provide basic
tacilities, including education and health,
to uplift the fishermen’s living standard. It
is, however, satisfactory, some projects
like the Gwadar fish processing plant, the
Fisherman Cooperative Housing Society,
seaambulances, and boat monitoring
tems are in progress and it is hoped that
these projects would be completed within
the stipulated period. Moreover, the gov-
ernment must injtiate plans to upgrade
roads and other infrastructure to help

local fishermen transport their catch to
the markets. What is more important is |

that the government must take serious
and practical steps to discourage illegal
fishing tmilers and ensure complete ban
on fishing which has not only deprived
local fishermen of their catches but also

destroyed marine life.
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Balochisan g:ra;:* i ._.: with mymiad challenges, the surge of violent
atiacks currently in pn-x ince has deepened the wounds of a region
Inng cause ofcmr 1ot and instability. The tragic martyrdom of 14

¥ personnel and the senseless killings of over twa dozen civil-
1ans "‘:L}::: an urgent call for reflection and action. Balochistan, a
province nchly endowed with narural resources vet marred by poverty
and underdevelopment, is at a critical juncture. Each attack unearths
questions that demand answers: What must be done to restore peace?
Why does Balochistan bleed, and who holds the key to its healing? On
the onnous night of August 25, militants executed a tragic ambush in
Musakhel, targeting a bus filled with passengers from the Punjab
region a grim reminder of the precariousness of life in Balochistan.
Thesc innocent individuals, seeking merely to eamn a livelihood,
became the Jatest victims in a campaign of terror that seemingly knows
no bounds. The brutality of such actions not only terrorizes communi-
ties but also reinforces the absurdity of utilizing violence to sulve
grievances. Where is the humanity in this barbarism, and what hind of
future arc these attackers envisioning for Balochistan?

The state’s apparatus has identified these assaults as part of a broader
strategy aimed at destabilizing Balochistan, with particular attention
drawn to the sabotage of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor devel-
opment projects. The angle of economic disruption is evidently critical,
CPEC projects represent a lifeline for economic development in
Pakistan, yet they are simultaneously seen as encroachments on the
local populace's rights and resources. This climate creates a breeding
ground for militancy and separatism, where those who feel marginal-
jzed increasingly tum to violence as a means of expression and desper-
aton. The cyvele of violence 1s grotesquely self-perpetuating: attacks
ead to military responses, leading to further resentment and unrest
among lecal communives. This dynamic raises critical questions about-
governance and representztion in Balochistan. The handling of the

mgién's development projects-often dismissed by local communities as

exploitative demands a more empathetic approach. It is essential that
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Accision makers include Balach voices those who bear the brunt of
;h‘esc confrontations and actively involve them in discussions that
directly affect their elihoods. Ignoning these fundamental 1ssues
would be tantamount to fueling the very fire they wish to extinguish.
For over two decades, Pakistan has fought a relentless battle against
terrorism, especially after the global surge in militant activitics post-
9/11. The emergence of the Taliban in Afghanistan has. troublingly,
added complexity to Pakistan's secunty challenges, transforming
Balochistan into both a battleground and a victim of broader geopoliti-
cal rivalries. Counter-terrorism operations, including the latest,
Operation Azm-e-Istehkam, signal the military’s commitment 0 the
ﬁght against extremism. But despite these efforts, the cycle of violence
has shown a disturbing resilience, with Balochistan appearing as a per-
petual war zone.

As we reflect on the tragedy of August 25, the families of victims are
left grappling not only with loss but also with the unsettling reality of
being used as pawns in a larger game of ideology and power.
Mislcading narratives often emerge that paint the perpetrators as
aggrieved parties and victims of circumstance, obscuring the brutal
reality of their actions. This dangerous rhetoric, which seeks to manip-
ulate public sentiment and sway opinion, undermines the very cause of
justice and accountability. If Pakistan is to heal, it must first acknowl-

~cdge the bloodshed in Balochistan not as an isolated incident, but as a
reflection of systemic inequities and grievances. A comprehensive
approach that combines military action with social justice, develop-
ment, and genuine dialogue with the local populace is essential. The
region’s challenges cannot be solved by force alone; it requires a .
nuanced understanding of the socio-economic dynamics at play.
Balochistan serves as a stark reminder of the fragility of peace in the
fsce of historical gnevances and socio-economic disparities. As the
province bleeds, Pakistan must confront uacomfortable truths about its
governance, representation, and policy priorties. Only by addressing *

" the root causes of conflict can we bope L wransform its painful narra-
tive into one of resilience and renewal. The time for action is now
before Balochistan bleeds again. ‘
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