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QUETTA: Additional Chief Secretary Home Shahab Ali Shah calls on Governor Balochistan Jafar Khan Mandokhail on Thursday.

Zhob to be made
education
city: Governor
Staff Report

QUETTA: Govemnor Balochistan Jafar Khan Man-
dukhel said that we are trying to make the dream
of making Zhob an education city a reality because
only people who have a vision of the future and are
dedicated 10 the spint of service know very well
that where education flourishes. , there are new op-
portunities for growth and change.

He said, “I am also aware of the lack of proper edu-
cational faciliies in Zhob city and the dilapidated
condition of the existing buildings, due to which
people from the suburbs of the city and even Shirani
district are forced 1o come to Zhob for education.”
He sand this while talking to the GTA delegation led
by Maulana Mashhood Shah Akhundzada.

On thas occasion, Governor Balochistan Jafar Khan
Mandukhel smid that my mission 1s 1o provide qual-

ity education at the doorstep ol every citizen. acces-
sible schools, modem infrastructure and other nee-
essary resources meluding teachers i the relevant
backward and remote arens to tam this dream into
reality and creating an educational environment is
the first conditon. Governor Mandukhel said that
let us all tansform Zhob into an ideal education
aty that gives importance to education and makes
it a pnonty. In order for our future generations to
set new paths of development and lhive a success-
fuldife, the minds of the new generation will have
to be enlightened with modern knowledge. In order
to achieve this noble goal, Governor Balochistan
urggd every sensible and intelligent person of the
society to go ahead and play their ole
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: Founded by Syed Fzaseil
GROUP _ @balochism:imcs.pk O@balochistantimcs.pk (

Regd No. B.C.6 - VOL XLV No. 837 QUETTA Friday August 23, 2024 /Safar ul Muzaffar 17, 144¢

~ Good governance
major challenge in

Balochistan: CM

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Alimed ‘
Bugti has said that the provineial government has laid the
foundation for the bright future of Balochistan by starting a
project o provide the best education to poor children, The big.
gest challenge of the Balochistan government is good govern.
ance.
* He said that the first step for service delivery is to ensure
timely attendance of government employees in the offices.
Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti, while shacing
photos and videos of poor childten of Dalochistan playing
games and classes in a school in Tslamabad, wrote that these
young bright stars belong to poor families of Balochistan and
are now one of the best in Pakistan.
These are the seeds of Balochistan's backwardness that are
being sown by the Balochistan government and are laying the
* foundation for the bright future of Balochistan! He has written
“that the biggest chalenge of the Balochistan government is
< good governance.
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Civic sense is not just about keeping,
the roads, streets and public property
clean rather it is more than that. It has
to do with law-abiding, respect for fel-
low men and maintaining decorum in
public places. In a city like Quetta the
people have to face a lot of challenges
and issues in the shape of traffic jams,
encroachments, dilapidated roads,
choked sewerage lines ete, but the life
of pedestrians in Quetta is much
harder. There are many roads and
localities in the city where even foot-
paths do not exist and people are com-
pelled to walk side by side to vehicles.
They do not get much space to walk to
their destinations with mental peace.
Regrettably, traffic rules and protocols
are barely followed in Quetta city
where the population has crossed 3
million. It has now become an unin-
tentional process in which citizens do
not even know aboul the violation of
traffic rules. Punishments and penal-
ties exist only in the books of law.
‘During peak hours, the roads and
streets become a racecourse in which
nearly everyone breaks the rules o
reach their destinations quickly.
Ironically, there is no discrimination,
educated and illiterate, male and
female, poor and rich, they all violate
the rules intentionally or otherwise.
Moreover, hawkers and costermongers
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run their businesses by invading, the
roadsides, leaving no place for pedes-
trians. Simultaneously, buyers [rom
their cars and motorcycles ask for
prices and stop abruptly to bargain or
purchase without even thinking about
the trouble it causes to the others.
Besides buying and selling, vendors
routinely throw rotten fruits, vegeta-
bles and other waste material on roads
and pavements, creating difficulty for
pedestrians.

The kiosks and local restaurants mul-
tiply the misery of pedestrians by plac-
ing tables and chairs on the roads and
pavements. Citizens stop at these eater-
ies and roadside restaurants and park
their cars irresponsibly in no-parking
arcas or on walkways. No traffic police
or any competent authority is ever seen
trying to stop these unlawful practices.
When private property is constructed,
all the building material is dumped on
the roads without any permission or
license. Halfl of the road gets covered
with construction material, like sand
and rocks. People in the city are
deprived of a peaceful walking experi-
ence because of illegal activities and a
lack of civie sense, inattention of admin-
istration and poor planning. The issue
can be addressed by merely implement-
ing the rules and protocols that are
already in place, and by inculcating
civic sense al the school level. The
administration must take stern action
against violators on a priority basis,
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Reforming the PCS \

The Balochistan Public Service Commission plays a pivotal role in
selecting competent individuals for the provinee's administrative and
burcaucratic services. However, the current state of its examination
system is marred by several shortcomings that hinder its effectiveness
and fairness. One of the most pressing issues faced by the BPSC is
the delay in conducting exams for posts that have already been
announced. For instance, the exams for Tehsildar and Naib Tehsildar,
among others, have been repeatedly postponed or re-notified without
any concrete timelines. These delays create a ripple effect, impacting
not only the candidates but also the overall functioning of the public
administration. Aspirants are left in limbo, their careers stalled while
they await clarity on exam schedules. Such delays are not isolated
incidents but reflect a systemic problem within the BPSC's opera-
tional framework. The uncertainty surrounding exam dates further
exacerbates the sitwation. This irregularity not only affects the prepa-
ration of candidates but also undermines the credibility of the exami-
nation process. A more streamiined and predictable schedule is essen-
tial to restore confidence among candidates and ensure that the
recruitment process is conducted in a timely manner. The examination
system of BPSC also sufters from several fundamental flaws. One
significant issuc is the inadequacy of the syllabus provided to candi-
dates. For some subjects, the syllabus is vaguely defined, often
reduced to a single line such as "Standard same as for degree exami-
nation." This lack of specificity leaves candidates in the dark, unsure
of the exact topics they need to prepare for. A clear and comprehen-
sive syllabus is crucial for effective preparation and fair assessment of’
candidates' knowledge. The irregularity in the scheduling of PCS
(Provincial Civil Services) examinations is @ major concern. The PCS
exams, for instance, were conducted after a gap of three to four years
in some instances. ‘This inconsistency not only disrupts the academic
and professional planning of candidates but also reflects poorly on the
management of the examination process. A more regular and pre-
dictable examination schedule would help candidates plan their prepa
rations better and align their carcer goals with the exanmunation time-
lines. Overall operation model of the PCS svstem requires significant
reforms.
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The vagueness in certain subjects’ syllabi, often limited to a single
sentence Jeaves candidates confused and unprepared. This Jack of
clanty hinders thar ability to effectively study and compete for the
posibons. The unpredictable nature of examination dates exacerbates
the challenges faced by candidates, The recent PCS examination, con-
ducted after a gup of three 1o four years, underscores this irregularity
Such inconsistencies ercate instability and make it difficult for candi-

«dates to plan their studies and career paths. To address these issues
and improve the eflicicncy and fairness of the PCS system, it is
imperative to implement several reforms. One crucial step is to estab-
lish a morce predictable and transparent examination schedule, By
adhering 10 a consistent timeline, the BPSC can ensure that candi-
dates have adequate time to prepare and reduce the level of uncertain-
ty. Syllabi for all subjects should be clearly defined and comprehen-
stve. This will provide candidates with a clear understanding of the
expected knowledge and skills, enabling them to focus their studies
clfectively.

It 1s also essenuial o review and update the curriculum regularly to
reflect the evolving needs of the province and the public service. To
further enhance the PCS system, adopting a unified system similar to
the PMS (Provincial Management Services) in other provinces could
be beneficial. A unified system would offer fresh candidates a more
coherent and streamlined approach to the examiriation process, pro-
viding them with a clearer understanding of the requirements and
expectations. The recruitment system should foster a stronger connec-
tion between candidates and the overall bureaucracy of Balochistan,
This can be achieved through mentorship programs, internships, and )
oppertunities for interaction with experienced civil servants. By
bridging the gap between aspiring candidates and the existing burcau-
cracy, a culture of public service could be promoted and individuals
encouraged to contribute to the provinee's development.
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