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Raichistan Time Qusttd

- Goveriior grieved
over death of pilgrims

Staff Report

Lo

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Jaffar Khan Mandukhail |
expressed his deep gricf over the loss of 35 pilgrims and several
* injured as a result of the fire on the bus of Pakistani pilgrims near
Dasheer Taftan check point on Wednesday, ; :
"In his condolence statement, Governor Balochistan said that
~ywe shared the grief of the families of all the martyred and injured

= pilgrims. Me also prayed for forgiveness of the martyrs ip this

" >tragic accident and the speedy recovery of the injured and -
K patience and courage 10 the bereaved families.
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] Losing polio’s grip

The detection of another poliovirus
casein Balochistan is a stark reminder
of-the province’s fragile health infra-
structure and the challenges it faces in
cradicatinF this debilitating, disease.

i Despite efforts to combat polio, the

v'irus continues lo persist, putting the
lives of thousands of children at risk.

' ‘A 23-month-old girl in Balochistan’s

Kharan district was diagnosed with
‘poliovirus a day after her death, tak-
ing the tally of this year’s cases to 15.
The viclim, a resident of Union
Council South City-A in Kharan tehsil,

" died on August 19 at a hospital in

Quetta. The child developed a high-
grade fever, along with paralysis of
both lower limbs and neck muscles, on
July 31. The family treated the child at
home for five days and then took her

i toalocal informal healthcare provider

on Aug 4. Three days later, on-Aug 7,

' the child was taken to a private hospi-

- T N e T ——y e,

tal where she was notified as a sus-
pected case of poliovirus. The patient
had no history of intramuscular injec-
tion, usually a shot in the arm in the
last 24 hours prior to the onset of
paralysis. No .travel history of the
child has been reported prior to the
onset of the virus.

Sadly, Balochistan remains an epi-
cenlre of the disease, with 12 cases
reported from eight districts Dera

Bugti, Chaman, Qila Abdullah, Quetta,
Jhal Magsi, Zhob, Qila Saifullah and
now Kharan. o

It seems Pakistan is the only coun-
try, apart from  war-ravaged
Afghanistan, where the wild poliovi-
rus continues to circulate. The govern-
ment and the authorities remain una-
ble to ensure compliance from vac-
cine-rejecting segments of the popula-
tion. Somewhere, somehow, the
authorities will have to put their foot
down. It is unacceptable that the num-
ber of children being disabled by an
entirely preventable disease continues
to rise while the government fails to
rein in or penalise elements spreading
spurious rumours and encouraging
vaccine rejection.

The government must put an imme-
diate end to the targeting of polio
workers, who already risk much to do
an immense public service. No polio
worker should have to worry aboult
losing life or limb as they work to pro-
tect the children of this country.

The government needs to demon-
strate much more resolve for eradicat-
ing polio than it has been lately. Time
is of the essence. The government and
health authorities must take immedi-
ate action to address these challenges
and ensure that the polio eradication
campaign is strengthened. Our chil-
dren deserve nolhing less than a
polio-free future, and it is within our
reach to make this a reality.
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BPSC results delay fueling suspicions

Delay in the announcement of PCS examination results is a critical”
inflection point for Balochistan. It implores us to reevaluate our et
approach to civil service recruitment. By embracing comprehensive
reforms and advocating for a more systematic and efficient process,
we can pave the way for a stronger bureaucracy that is better equipped
to meet the needs of its citizens. The call for reform must resonate
with urgency, for the future of Balochistan's public service delivery
depends on it. The recent delay in announcing the results of the
Provincial Civil Service (PCS) examinations held last November.in
Balochistan, particularly for the coveted posts of Assistant
Commissioner, Section Officer, and Deputy Superintendent of Police ‘
(DSP), has raised serious questions about the efficiency and opera-
tional integrity of the Balochistan Public Service Commission (BPSC).
As aspiring candidates await the results with bated breath, it becomes
increasingly apparent that the current system is fraught with challenges
that necessitate urgent reforms. The BPSC's inability to rclease results
in a timely manner is not an isolated incident but rather reflective of a
broader malaise in the civil service recruitment process in Balochistan,
The PCS examinations were conducted after an unsettling gap of three
fp'four'years, leaving candidates in a state of uncertainty and anxiety.
The extended interlude not only disrupts the candidates' academic pro-
gression and career plans but also undermines the credibility of the
entire process. If the system is designed to cultivatc competent public -
servants, such inefficiencies are alarming. One of the most concerning
aspects of the PCS exams is the inadequacy of the information provid-
ed to candidates. For certain subjects, the only guidance available is a
vague statement indicating, "As per degree requirements.” Such ambi-
guity is unacceptable, particularly for candidates who invest substan-

‘tial time and resources preparing for these exams. A well-defined syl-

labus is essential for candidates to structure their study effectively and
pursue their aspirations with clarity and confidence. The absence of
clear guidelines not only breeds confusion but also indicates a disor-

- ganized approach to civil service recruitment that ultimately harms the
quality of candidates entering the bureaucracy. _ b B

" Operational model of the PCS in Balochistan appears outdated ‘and
in dire need of modernization. The unpredictability of exam dates and.
the prolonged intervals between recruitment cycles.hinder the QSbira--
tions of motivated individuals who wish to serve their province. A ¢

e e e —
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well-functioning civil service is integral to public service delivery;
tl_1eref:0re,'_mtroducing a streamlined, reliable schedule for examina-
tions is vital. Establishing a clear timeline can not only facilitate better

prepa'ration among candidates but also enhance public trustin the , ..
recruitment process. To mitigate these issues, a shifttoward a .

Prov.incial Management System (PMS), similar to those in other
provinces, should be considered. The PMS offers a more unified and
simplified framework for candidate selection, providing a clearer path- —
way for aspirants and ensuring transparency in the process. By adopt-
ing such a system, Balochistan could significantly improve candidate
experience, reduce confusion regarding syllabi, and maintain a pre-
dictable schedule for examinations. A reform in this direction would
furnish candidates with the required clarity about the exams, thereby -
attracting a more diverse pool of talent to serve in public office.

The overarching theme in these proposed reforms must be the com-
mitment to strengthening the bureaucratic framework of Balochistan.
A competent and well-structured civil service is essential for effective -
govemnance and public service delivery. By addressing the systemic
flaws in the PCS examinations and placing candidates within a.more
coherent framework, we can enhance the efficiency, accountability,
and responsiveness of our bureaucracy. A modernized and effective
civil service system can be the bedrock upon:which Balochistan builds
its future. It is not merely about filling positions; it is about fostering:a e
generation of public servants dedicated to the welfare of the commuriil_f )
ty. Reforming the PCS must go hand-in-hand with a concerted effort to z
engage with the bureaucratic apparatus at large, ensuring that these ' -~
changes resonate throughout the governance structures of Balochistan.
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