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CS directs measures
‘to prevent narcotiCs

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Secretary (CS) Shakeel Qadir
Khan said that a task force would be established at the provin-
cial and district Jevel to prevent drugs with the aim ta save new
generation of future from menace of narcotics.

He expressed these views while chairing a meeting in con-
nection of prevention spread of drugs in educational institu-
tious and sectors of the province. Additional Chief Secretary
Home Shahab Ali Shah, Sccretary Health Saleh Muhammad
Baloch, Secretary Information Imran Khan, Secretary Excise
Zafar Bukhari, Brigadier Anti-Narcotics Adnan, Director
General Public Relations Muhammad Noor Khetran and oth-
ers participated in the meeting.

The Chiel Secretary said that the refusal of drugs in the
province was the guarantee of a better future, as a responsible
cilizen, it was our national and moral duty to not only spread
awareness against this scourge, but also [o attract our society
towards education so that education could become common
and citizens would understand the social evils. Drug dealers
are putling our species on the brink of destruction, he said
adding that along with this, it was very important to organize
various seminars regarding the awareness about the bad con-
sequences of drugs in schools and colleges so that the young
generation was kept away from the evil like drugs to move
them towards education and sports activities. He said that
every member of the sociely should be kept away from the
narcotics, especially the young generation, so that our genera-
tions could be saved from this evil, we must unite against
those who spread the poison of drugs in the sociely.

He directed strict action on the use, sale and purchase of
drugs in schools, colleges and universities and said that there
was o need to take effeclive measures to stop the sale and use
of drugs in educational institutions, Support awareness active
ities at the public level to thwart drug promotion, he said and
added that in this regard, parcnts and teachers have to fulfill
their national duty to make the future of the young generation
successful. He said that all the students should pay attention
to their education and training, avoid the use of intoxicating
substances and become a decent and useful citizen in the soci-
ety and make the service of the country and the nation their

molto.
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Devastating rains
continue

Monsoon season this year also caused
heavy rains in the length and breadth of the
country and the resulting flood situation.
According to media reports, the flood situa-
tion is rapidly worsening in Balochistan,
Gilgit-Baltistan, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa,
Lower Punjab and Sindh province due to
the rains. Faced with broken houses and
damaged arops. According to the Provincial
Disaster Management Authority (PDMA)
approximately, 19 people were killed, 11

. injured, and over 3,000 were affected as the

ing monsoon rains, which began on
July 1, continued to wreak havoc across vari-
ous parts of Balochistan, Monsoon rains
across the. region from June to September

_offer respite from the summer heat and are
. erudial to replenishing water supplies and

sustaining agriculture, but also lead to
weather-related disasters. Experts say cli-

" mate chdnge is increasing, in frequency and
~ severity. Data from the National Disaster

Management Authority (NDMA) shows
that from July 1 to August 17, 195 people
have been killed and 3G2 injured across the
country dte to rain-related incidents, while
2,293 houses have been damaged. PDMA
Balochistan’s data shows that from July 1 till
now, 19 people died, 11 were injured, 3031
were affected and 433 houses were fully or
partially  destroyed. 16 districts  of
Balocl'liglanwe:zﬂwtedly the recent spell

of rain while relief was being provided.
Provincial government has imposed an
emergency in many union coundils of the
districts of Kalat, Ziarat, Awaran, Kachhi,
Loralai, Sohbatpur and Lasbela, declaring
them calamity-hit The highest rainfall was
recorded in Kalat with over 48 millimetres,
followed by Usta Muhammad with 34mm,
and Sibbi with 2Imm. In Sohbatpur a river
in Judair overflowed due to the rain, inun-
dating, the arca and destroying, rice fields.
Many - highways in various parts of
Balochistan remained blocked due to
heavy flooding, However, now according
to Balochistan's  National Highway
Authority all the national highways in
north Balochistan were open for all kinds
of traffic, with the authority and contrac-
tors “working, round the clock to rectify
damages” of the flood water and keep the
roads open. In 2022, 336 people had lost
their lives in Balochistan while 426897
homes were damaged or destroyed, and
1,230 square kilometres (304,000 acres) of
crops were lost. Additionally, approxi-
mately half a million livestock were killed.
To avoid a situation like 2022, it is essential
that the federal and provincial govern-
ments come up with more preventive
measures as the spell of rains will continue
till August 25th. The authorities concerned
need to closely monitor the situation

through the National Disaster Management

Authority and the administrative units of
the affected districts, including dealing
with any emergency, immediate drainage
of water and prevention of epidemics.
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