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' . Bugti awards
' heroic driver for
rescuing family
~ trapped 1n flood

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Monday announced cash reward to the vehicle driver for
immediately rescuing the family trapped in the flood relay in
Killa Abdullah area of the province. '

The Chief Minister said that the driver showed bravery and
courage by saving the lives of women and children and set a
fine example of service to the people. He said that those who
serve the society selflessly were our real heroes. Chief {
Minister of Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti announced a cer-
tificate of appreciation and cash reward to the rescue executor |

- driver for rescuing the family trapped in the flood relay.

Moreover, Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti,
few days back, had announced a 1oken of appreciation of 0.5
million rupees for the women police who had performed their
duties during the protests in Gwadar and Quetra.

He made this announcement while talking lo women police
officers who called on him here. The Chief Minister also
lauded the women police officers for performing their duties
in tough conditions during the protests. He said that the brave
women of Balochistan Police were the pride of the province fo
saying that you were the real face of Balochistan and the cus- .
todian of Baloch traditions. Those who taught Balochism har-
assed women police officers, violated Balochi traditions, he
said adding that the people have seen who broke the law and . .
who violates Baloch traditions or respecting women. The CM . ]
also paid tribute to the brave women of Balochistan Poljce ’ '
adding that in all circumstances, women police have to work ' ‘
for the restoration of peace and security of the people. He said
that the government was with you and could not allow anyone &
to take the law into their hands, the oath of loyalty you have &
taken fo the state must be respected in every way.

Balochistan government will give advanced training in 7
self-defense and policing o women police officers, he said.
He said thal the police course should be developed on modern
lines to increase the professional capacity. The CM also

- dirccied 1o immediately provide five water cannon vans to
Balochistan Police saying that the government was ready to
deal with all kinds of situations. He said that government -
could not hand over administrative affairs and government
afTairs to armed groups, women police officers were harassed
in the protests, the state showed patience.

- — - .

|
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Cholera outbreak

In summer particularly when there is
rain and floods the outbreak of cholera
and diarrhea are common phenomena in
regions like Balochistan where a large

' number of people are deprived of clean
. drinking water and basic health facili-
ties. ldct of proper health facilities, clean

drinking water and awareness aboul
i such discases, makes the situation more

difficult and serious particularly in far-
flung areas of Balochistan. There is news
of an outbreak of cholera in Chaman bor-
dering the town of Balochistan with
Afghanistan. Reportedly, the number of
people affected by cholera in Chaman
has exceeded 600 as hundreds of local
residents have been infected in Chaman
town and the government has declared
emergency in gavernment hospitals.
Reportedly, the situation is dire, as pub,
lic hospitals and primary health centers
faced a severe shortage of medicines to
“tackle the mass emergency. The lack of
space at the civil hospital has forced
medical staff to treat patients outside the
hospital. However, DG Health Services
Dr. Amin Khan Mandukhel personally
visited Chaman where he got first hand
information. He said that there are about
- 1400 cases of diarrhea and no confirmed
case of cholera was reported so far.
However, samples were sent to Quetta’s
. lab for cross-checking. It is encouraging
that DG health moved himself to

" RN | = A .

Chaman to view the real. situation.
Cholera is an acute infectious disease
caused by contaminated water and
unhealthy food. It can be fatal if the
patients do not receive proper treatment
at an early stage. Therefore, it is impera-
tive to raise awareness about preventive
measures, such as drinking potable
waler, eating healthy food, and, most
importantly, providing proper medical
treatment to the patients. Hospitals in
the province lack basic facilities. Some
patients from rural areas are referred to

urban hospitals for proper treatmentdue .

tolack of staff, medicines, beds and other
facilities. Many of them suffer on the
way due to the poor conditions of the
roads. The exact figure of patients in
rural areas has been missing as many
cases go unreported. Cholera and diar-
rhea require immediate attention
because they can be fatal if left untreated.
The health department must ensure the
availability of medicines and funds to
meet the needs of the patients. The gov-
ermnment should also conduct awareness
campaigns to educate the people and to
control the rising number of cases. It is
inevitable that the health department
takes preventive measures to avoid any
outbreak. It is essential that the health
department must establish maximum
medical camps in flood hit areas to avoid
epidemics, and authorities must also
ensure implementation of maternal and
newborn health and immunisation pro-
grams in flood-affected areas.
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Torrential rains Balochistan

Torrential rains have once again laid bare the vulnerability
of Balochistan, where relentless downpours have severed
connections with the rest of Pakistan, plunging the province
into chaos. The harsh weather has triggered flash floods,
sweeping away everything in their path and leaving behind a
trail of destruction that has ravaged lives, infrastructure, and
the fragile communication networks across the region. The
situation is particularly dire in Chaman and Qilla Abdullah,
where floodwaters have surged into homes, leaving residents
in despair as they struggle to salvage what little they can.
The relentless winds accompanying the rains have further
compounded the misery, tearing away solar panels that many
depended on for electricity in a province already grappling
with energy shortages. In Jaffarabad, the devastation is such
that power lines have collapsed, plunging entire communi-
ties into darkness. The Quetta-Chaman railway line, a criti-
cal artery for transport, has been washed away, bringing
train services to a halt and effectively isolating the region.
Mastung, another severely affected area, lies submerged
under floodwaters. Homes have been damaged, and at least
ten people have sustained injuries in various incidents relat-
ed to the floods. In a tragic turn of events, a woman lost her
life in the Kurdgap area of Mastung after being swept away
by floodwaters; her body was recovered only after extensive
search efforts. The situation in Mach is similarly grim, with
heavy rains causing the Bolan National Highway to flood,
resulting in severe traffic jams and leaving numerous vehi-
cles stranded at the Herk Causeway.

' The National Highway Authority (NHA) has issued stern
warmnings, advising against travel on the Bolan Highway due
to the hazardous conditions. The floods have also forced the
closure of the Quetta-Taftan and Sibi highways, further iso-
lating the province from the rest of the country. These clo-
sures are not just an inconvenience; they are a stark
reminder of the critical need for better infrastructure and
¢mergency preparedness in a province that is frequently at
the mercy of nature's wrath. In the face of these relentless

rains, Balochistan has been left reeling. The death toll con-

tinues to rise, with three lives alreadv lost, hundreds ren-
dered homeless, and countless more at risk as the floods
sweep away roads, bridges, and other vital infrastructure.
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