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.. - I,.’ Handicraft’sector handicraft sector could hot thrive in the

i craft

L A

. ThoughBalochistan is a mineral rich
| province yet there are ample opportuni-
ties for making progress in the handi-
‘ sector. Comprehensive plans
| needed for the revival of the handmade
{ carpet and other stuff industries in the
. province. In this regard small industry

departments backed by the government
{ can play an imported role. Balochistan
is known for its unique and intricate
production of handicrafts which include
hand-made Balochi shoes known for
their durability, uniqueness and fine-
ness all over the country; fine mirror
work, embroidery, and marble work and
fine quality precious stones.

The hand-made manufacturing of
Balochi shues, bags, welts, cloths, hand
| bags and much other stuff are fine work
| requiring keen attention and hard work
{ and great potential to attract buyers and
- earn revenue. The local handicrafts have
. been made in a huge quantity across the

province, which are popular across the
- country and could be revealed as a best
source of income for the local women.
Unfortunately, no serious attention has
been paid by the successive governments
to promote the handicraft sector in
.- Balochistan and provide better opportu-
{ nities to the people associated with this

important sector to have proper access to
" national and international markets,
* Therefore despite all the uniqueness, the

}\rovince. Regrettably owing to lack of
ocus and support on the part of govern-
ment, this heritage is diminishing.
Besides, owing to the rising prices of raw
material and lack of patronage from the
government, the situation of the handi-
craft sector is shrinking instead of thriv-
ing. No policy can be formulated for the
home-based workers associated with tra-
ditional shoe-making unless and until
authentic data and statistics is collected
about these disadvantaged workers.
There is no official data available on the
skilled persons who made handicrafts
and other artwork, and in return they
were paid very little. Home-based work-
ers are an important part of Balochistan's
informal economy. Home-based work
exists in all sectors of employment
including handicrafts, manufacturing
and agro-based sectors. It is an important
source of employment for the local
women who lack social security protec-
tion. A little focus on the part of govern-
ment can bring a’huge change in the life
of workers associated with the handicraft
sector. Through giving it status of indus-
try and encouraging workers, the handi-
craft sector of the province has potential
to engage a huge number of families to
earn arespectable livelihood and contrib-
ute to strengthening the provincial econ-
omy. The government should play its due
role in promoting handicrafts being
made in the neglected. rural and semi-
urban areas of Balochistan. X
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