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UETTA: A delegation of Hindu Community led by Raj Ku

——— Minorities
enjoy equal
rights in
Pakistan:
Governor

= Staff Report

UETTA: Govemot-
galochi:tan Jlfl}' Khan
Mandokhail bas sa’ni that the
constitution of Pakistan g\lll;
antees giving cqual 7ights an
religious freedom to all the
citizens of Pakistan, there-
fore. while living within the
same country, instead of rep-
resenting the majority or the
minority, we slu_n'nld protect
the rights of all citizens. .

every citizen living in this
country. He said this while
talking to a delegation led by
Pakistan Muslim League-N
Balochistan Hindu Panchayat
President Rej Kumar.

On this occasion,
Balochistan Governor Jafai

! Khan Mandokhail said thal

we are all equal citizens in the
eyes of - the . constitution.
Apart from this, the people of
Balochistan, in view of their
wonderful values and tradi-
tions, value human beings
beyond color, religion and
1ace. Anyway, the Pashiun
Baloch nations care a lot
sbout all the minorities in
their daily life.  Governor
Balochistan appreciated - the
role of all minority communi-
ties in the construction and
development of the province
and promotion of trade,

Page No.. 3 o

Dated:() 4 JUL 2024

mar calls on Governor Balochistan Jaffar Mandokhail

Joint efforts have to be . -
'| made to protect the rights of

on Wednesday.
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WB program in Balochistan
to yield positive results: Bugti

* Says efforts underway to address challenges in good governance,
energy and climate change

Stalf Report

QUETTA: The Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Wednesday Isuded the World

Banks's 10-year uplift program as

saying it will yicld positive results
in Balochistan. -
He expressed these views while

“talking to a delegation of the World

Bank, led by the Director WB.
Najy Benbassine here  on
Wednesday. He mentioned that
delivering basic amenitics fo the

~ scittered population in the remote

areas of Balochistan is a challeng-
ing task, expressing the desire o
work on a sustaimable strategy in
consultation with international and
pational organizations and donors.

The Chief Minister said that

efforts are afoot to bring reforms in
education, health. He highlighted
efforts to address challenges in
good governance, energy, and cli-
mate change. He stated that to
resolve electricity issues, agricul-
tural tube wells are being con-
verted to solar energy. Following
the 18th Amendment, provinces
have to utilize available resources.
The Chief Minister also mentioned
that soft loans are being considered
for infrastructure and development
projects in remote areas.

The CM noted that 1.3 million
children in the province are out of
school, the distances between
schools and populations are consid-
erable, and there is a lack of ade-
quate communication systems. The
government is working on improv-
ing access to schools and providing

food to students. The delegation
discussed ongoing support projects
in the province with the Chief
Minister deliberating on progress
in the mineral and mines, fisheries,
agriculture sectors, and the reha-
bilitation projects in flood-affected
areas. The World Bank delegation,
on the occasion. appreciated the
Chief Ministers efforts in estab-
lishing good governance in
Balochistan and expressed their
commitment to supporting interna-
tional and national investors in
various sectors in the province.
Mecanwhile, & delegation led by
World Baok Country Director Najy
Benhassine met Chief Secretary
Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan.
In the meeting, Pakistan and the
World Bank agreed to collaborate
on a new, robust and ambitious

Country Partnership Framework
(CPF) to advance the reform and
development agenda.

It amy be remembered that the
agreement was reached between
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharifand
World Bank Country Director Naji
Benhasin. Chief Secretary
Balochistan appreciated the coop-
eration and assistance of the World
Bank in the development of the
province. i

He told the delegation about the |
reform agenda in various sectors of |
the ?ruvinn‘nl government, in
which the budget focuses on the
develop of education and
health sectors, development of
local government, increase in pro-
duction per acre in the agricultural
sector, solving the problem of child
development etc. are included.
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- huge finandal losses on farmers.

' government and

Crﬁshing blow to
agriculture

The constant 21-hour electricity load-
shedding in Noushki district of
Balochistan, has dealt a devastating blow
to the agricultural sector in the area,
destroying standing crops and inflicting
Despite
peaceful protests, rallies, and strikes, the
QESCO authority
remain indifferent, turning a blind eye to
the suffering of the farmers. Regrettably,
despite rallies and protests, the govern-
ment and authorities concerned did not

. come to rescue farmers.

Agriculture is the backbone of
Balochistan’s economy and approxi-
mately 70 pervent people in the province
are directly or indirectly linked with this
sector to earn a respectable livelihood,
and the destruction of this sector will

, have far-reaching consequences, plung-
. ing the province into poverty and back-

wardness. The masses, already beset by

" numerous challenges, will face even
- -greater hardships in coming days.

Despite its natural wealth, Balochistan
grapples with economic challenges. 60%
of its population lives below the poverty
line and it lags in health and education
indicators. Urgent government attention

‘is needed to address these issues. Food

security is crucial for sustaining liveli-
hoods and immediate measures are
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required to meet this fundamental need
in Balochistan. The province ranks lowest
on health, education and other social indi-
cators, not only in Pakistan but even in
South Asia as a whale. It has one of the
highest total, as well as infant and mater-
nal mortality rates, as well as one of the
lowest education indicators with only
40% of children educated and only 20° ~*
women. The degradation of agricul:
directly hits people hailing from all -
ments of life.

The government’s apathy towards
Balochistan’s plight is a stark reminder of
the province’s backwardness and depri-
vation. The widening gulf between the
province and the federation will only
exacerbate the sense of alienation and dis-
content among the people of Balochistan.

It is imperative that the government
takes immediate action to address the
load—shedding issue, providing relief to
the farmers and supporting the agricul-
tural sector. The future of Balochistan’s
economy and the well-being of its people
depend on it. The successive governments
had promised to convert agriculture tube
wells into solar but they did not honour
their commitments. It is essential that the
rulers must recognize the gravity of the
situation and work towards finding a
solution, lest the consequences of their
neglect perpetuate the cycle of poverty
and suffering in Balochistan. The farmers
deserve better, and it is time for the gov-
ernment to acknowledge their plight and
take corrective measures.
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Jail Security

Stro'ng j:111 security is not just about locking doors; it's about safe-
guardm.g _]'LlSt'l.CC and protecting the fabric of society. The recent jail-
b?a‘ks in various regions of the country have exposed glaring vulnera-
bilities in our prison system that require immediate remediation.
Strengthening jail security measures, addressing overcrowding issues,
aqdl adopting a comprehensive approach to prison management are
critical steps towards enhancing public safety and upholding the rule
of law. The authorities must demonstrate a firm commitment to
addressing these challenges and restoring confidence in the effective-
ness of our criminal justice system. Failure to do so would not only
jeopardize the security of our communities but also compromise the
fundamental principles of justice and accountability. The escape of
dangerous individuals, such as murderers, rapists, and terrorists, not
only undermines public trust in the criminal justice system but also i
poses a direct threat to community safety. The recurrence of such inci-
dents can have dire consequences for society at large, perpetuating a
cycle of violence and impunity.

Therefore, it is imperative that swift and decisive action be taken to
prevent future jailbreaks and ensure the effective containment of high-
risk individuals. The recent jailbreaks should serve as a wake-up call
for the authorities to prioritize the enhancement of security measures
in all detention facilities. Conducting thorough audits, upgrading infra-
structure, and implementing stringent protocols are essential steps in
fortifying the integrity of our correctional system. Furthermore, invest-

ing in staff training, enhancing surveillance capabilities, and deploying

modern technology can significantly bolster the resilience of prisons

inst security breaches. It is evident that a holistic approach is
ing our prison system.

aga

ot required to address the myriad challenges fac
One crucial aspect that demands immediate attention is the issue of
overcrowding, which not only compromises the safety and well-being

pers the effective management of prison facili-

of inmates but also ham
urban areas

ties. Moreover, the location of jails in densely populated
rity risks and necessitates the need for strategic
lated settings. Reports indicate that the prison

quipped to house hardened

poses significant secu
relocation to more iso
building is in a state of disrepair and ill-e

criminals.
Such deficiencies not only pose a direct threat to public safety but
also expose the systemic shortcomings within the prison system.
Similarly, the escape of a prime murder suspect from a Karachi court
premises highlights the vulnerabilities that exist even in supposedly
secure locations. The escape of 19 inmates from Rawalakot jail in
Azad Kashmir, followed by the flight of three prisoners from a sub-jail
in Balochistan's Duki town, underscores the urgent need for a compre-
hensive review of existing security protocols and infrastructure in cor-
rectional facilities across the country. The fact that thesc escapees were
individuals convicted of heinous crimes further exacerbates the gravity
of the situation. Series of alarming jailbreaks have cast a shadow of
doubt on the ability of law enforcement agencies to maintain secure
penitentiaries. The incidents in Azad Kashmir's Rawalakot and
Balochistan's Duki town have revealed significant lapses in prison
security, raising serious concerns about the safety of communities and

the credibility of the criminal justice system.
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Quick solarisation of tube-wells urged

cuTta. Balochistan’s Chief Minister, Mir Sarfaraz
Bugt, has urged the federal government to quicken
the process of solarizing the province’s agri-tube
wells, He made this request during a video link
meeting with the Prime Minister Mohammad
Shehbaz Sharif held here on Tuesday. During

the Prime Minister’s briefing, the Chief Minister
informed him that the province government has
set aside RnobxlhanmusPSDP[crmeﬁsalyear
2024-2025 for the conversion of almost 3,000 agri
tube wells to solar power. Besides, the provindal
government has also extended finandial support to
the agriculture sector by providing subsidy worth,

billions of rupees during the last couple of years.

“Conversion of legal power Agri-connections to the
solarpowerwmﬂdsavebuuonsot‘mpeesmmdoml
exchequer annually,” he hnped AP
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