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3 million-out 'of’.’
school children

Itis a very disturbing revelation made
by Balochistan Education . Minister
Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani during
the National Achievement Test that over
three million children are not enrolled
at schools in Balochistan, and the gov-
ernment will address the concerns of
the parents to bring out-of-schools chil-
dren to the educational institutes.

This revelation comes in a backdrop
of a worrisome national scenario-as
Pakistan is one the countries with 'the
highest number of out-of-school chil-

:dren globally, exceeding 26 million.
. Balochistan, where an education emer-

gency

has been declared, mirrors this

" broader national crisis.

For those who are in school, most are

- provided with a poor quality of educa-

. tion:  Access

to quality education
depends, almost exclusively, on paren-

‘ tal income levels. If you have the income,
, you can get your child a decent quality

of education. Otherwise, your child is
either not in school, or enrolled ina gov-
ernment or low-fee private school.
Article 25-A, which says that “free
and compulsory” education would be
provided to all five- to 16-year-olds in

_the country, was added to the basic

rights section of our Constitution in
2010. Fourteen years later, we are declar-

-—

ing an emergency to do what we had
promised our  children in. the
Constitution . as a basic  right.
Unfortunately, the successive govern-
ments particularly in Balochistan did
not pay serious attention towards
addressing the issue of the education
sector. It is very unfortunate that there
are a number of schools in remote areas
of Balochistan which are deprived. of
wash rooms, boundary walls: and
required teachers.

The government-und its authorities
concerned paid less attention in run-

-ning enrolment campaigns in- remote

areas lo improve enralment. Just declar-
ing an emergency will not work unless
the government and authorities con-
cerned take up this issue seriously and
come up with more earnest efforts to
address the issues and remove the hur-
dles that are hindering. children (rom
schools. Our children:- need more
schools, teachers and classes.

We need to revamp our assessment,
we need to redo our curricula and books
and we need belter governance struc-
tures in the public sector. All this and
more needs to be done at scale and
quickly. This. will require more
resources and it will require a lot of
focus on prioritising, and coordinating,
And it will need high levels of compe-
tence as well. The poverty in Balochistan
is one of the serious factors that obstruct

- parents Irom sending their children to

schools needs to be addressed.

i

Dated:D_LQM—.ﬁzuzlf Page No._},_f_


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

CLIPPING SERVICE | %
DIRECTORATE g ! )
GENERAL OF PUBLIC dole o S (el cw
| RELATIONS BALOCHSITAN o bz ob o Ly
Dai|y:"85héﬁi§(aﬁ'Eipress Quetia
e é Dated: 0 1__J_UL 2024 Page No.,g_l_

»
>

.\a\l‘“ iy,
‘df A\
s

BHC verdict on PB - 21 Hub

The ruling of the High Court of Balochistan in the PB-21 Hub
constituency case underscores the critical need for transparency,
faimess, and adherence to legal norms in the conduct of elec-
tions. Upholding the integrity of the electoral process is essential
to safeguarding democracy and ensuring that the will of the peo-

* ple is accurately reflected in the outcome of elections. It is imper-
ative that all stakeholders, including electoral authorities, candi-
dates, and voters, work together to uphold the principles of
- democracy and protect the sanctity of the ballot box. The judg-
- ment of the High Court of Balochistan serves as a reminder of
" the importance of upholding electoral integrity and ensuring that
' the voice of every voter is heard and respected. By taking deci-
sive action to rectify electoral discrepancies and instill confidence
" in the electoral system, the court has set a positive precedent for
" future elections in Balochistan and beyond. The court's insistence
on compliance with constitutional provisions and electoral laws is
a necessary step towards promoting transparency and accounta-
bility in the electoral process. It is essential that all electoral bod-
ies discharge their duties impartially and in accordance with the
prescribed legal framework to prevent any undue influence or
interference in the democratic process.

The court's decision to order a re-poll at the affected polling

~ gtations, accompanied by strict security measures to maintain law

- and order, demonstrates a commitment to upholding the rule of

Jaw and ensuring that electoral malpractice is not tolerated. The
directives to security forces and district administration to provide

_ foolproof security during the re-election-process are vital to safe-
guarding the rights of voters and candidates alike. The recount
process revealed significant discrepancies between the unofficial
and official results, raising concerns about the security and
integrity of the voting records. The court rightly raised the alarm
over the possibility of tampering with votes and emphasized the

" need for secure record-keeping to prevent any manipulation or
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fraud in future elections. In its judgment, the court also high-
lighted the role of the Election Commission of Pakistan and the
Returning Officer in overseeing the electoral process. The need
for proper adherence to the law and protocols governing elections
Is paramount to ensure the credibility of the democratic process.
Any deviation from established procedures can undermine public
trust in the electoral system and erode the legitimacy of elected
representatives. The court's directive to the Election Commission
of Pakistan to conduct re-election at the specified polling stations
within three weeks underscores the importance of adhering to
legal procedures and safeguarding the democratic rights of all cit-
1zens. It is crucial that electoral outcomes accurately reflect the
will of the people and that any suspicions of malpractice or irreg-
ularities are thoroughly investigated and addressed.

The judgment, which annulled the results of the 39 polling sta-
tions in question, stems from a case brought before the court by
petitioner Muhammad Saleh Bhutani, who contested the election
and was initially declared the successful candidate based on unof-
ficial results. The subsequent recount process initiated at the
request of another candidate, led to discrepancies in the final
tally, casting doubt on the validity of the outcome. The recent
decision by the High Court of Balochistan regarding the results
of the elections for the Balochistan Provincial Assembly
Constituency PB-21 Hub is a significant step towards upholding
the integrity of the electoral process in the region. The court's
order for re-election at 39 polling stations highlights the commit-
ment to ensuring fair and transparent elections, a cornerstone of a
functioning democracy. ‘
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~‘Balochistan to solve challenges
through dialogue’

‘\.:l:,:‘l,‘:’:{ }'Ul(li‘.l.‘-l'qN:"lNl‘ Cooeinarent "pnlﬂf- will ot be spared, We
A e B Lesange b iU embrace and resjisct law-apld-

Shatochistan CHIBE AT M e, Pt 1 anyone vaken e iee wlthquality se

Y:H.u[;n‘.u, pugth on Prliday pelteraid
e goveriiment's dedication ol
diesalng the challenges faced Ty the

Cprovinee through dlalogue duting he

SHalochistan Assembly serslon.

LoWhe poveriment (v prepared o

l:"“H-’l—'.". with everyone (o seek potiid

:.u‘.\l aoltions 1o the snes concerning
! Palochistan,” he sabd, oty the tideral
Sand provine al governments.oe owdy to
Sdlscuzs with those who have conceins

and reservatlong,” he maintalned,

“son violence,

b "Thoue responsible
bl teachen, labourers, and other In
|

g, however, kepta strict stance

for the killing |~|uvlnn'," he rermarked,
benefit the people,” he emphasized,

i

Daily: Tribune Express Karachi
Dalod: 30 JUN 2024 Pago No... 2 ,,‘>

[

A TR A e 6

the hanlo needs of our people, espe- '
clally tn educat jordnd Hitdlrbicard)aré
ol Hiesata.
nvironmental §8-

e alno adidresied ¢
{yes ke the

e, announcing fnftlat
Groen Dis profect, “We are introduc-
Ing the Green us service and willIn<
croane thie namber of buses operating
from Kuchlak to Mastung as part of
¢ broader efforts to combat cllmate
publi¢ transpor-

Law (it thelr own andsand forms
anmed groups, the goverment will
ansert (e anthotdy,” Do stated tinmly,

oo one wil e allowed tochallenge
(he govermnent's anthotlty or form
armed proups o splitinnocent blood
andd guch elerents will be dealt with ou
an lron hand," hesald, change and enhance

On gavernee, Pugtl highlighted tatlon,” he added.
fnltlatlves to enhance the province's  Bugd also expressed concerns about

gducation and health gectors, non-development expenditures and
sglpniticant funds have peen allo- called for efficient use ol resources,
cated 1o lnprove health factlltlos and “We must be mindful of Increasing

government-rn aehools actoss the non development expendltures, our
priority should be projects that directly

SO conmmitment {5 to ensure that

"
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Role of good governance urged
quirta Advisor to Balochistan Chilef Minister on
women Development, Dr, Rubaba Khan Buledl
gald that good governance plays a vital role dn

the development and prosperity of 4 countty. she |
emphaslzed that tansparency, accountabllity, and
responsiveness are esient fal for effectlve gover-
nance, She expressed thede views while addressing
a consultative sesslon of the provinclal assembly
mermbers organized by 4 non povernmental
organization, Dr. Thuladi gakd that the provinclal
government Ix priottzing pood governance and
over 60 reform proposals are under conslderation
In vatlous depattinents, which will hmprove the
dellvery system, She added that the patllament has

- a cruclal role In ensuring effective governance and’

protecting cltlzens’ rights, am

‘
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