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Lack of teachers

Like other sectors Balochistan is
also lagging far behind in education
sector as compared to other provinces

where the literacy rate is hardly 42
per cent and female literacy rate is
more disturbing.

‘Similarly, the quality of education is
also very pathetic because most of the
schools in remote areas of the prov-
ince lack teachers.

The schools in the province face
basic facilities, however, the short-
age of teachers is one of the serious
issues that has been plaguing the
province for many years. According
Balochistan ~ Education
Department, there is a shortage of
over 20,000 teachers in the province.
This means that many schools are
understaffed, and teachers are often
overworked.

There are a number of factors that
contribute to the shortage of teach-
ers in Balochistan. One factor is.
unnecessarily delaying the recruit-
ment process.

Previous government had
announced a number of teach-
ing vacancies for which thousands of
aspirants took writlen tests but later
the recruitment process was chal-
lenged in the court. The process of
Balochistan Public Service
Commission to recruit teachers is also
very slow owing to lack of manpower
with commission.

Due to various reasons the process
of recruitment of teachers is being
delayed and the schools are with-
out teachers.

The shortage of teachers has a num-
ber of negative consequences for the
education system in Balochistan. It

—

ol s e e

—— —

2

/'
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leads to overcrowded classrooms,
which makes it difficult for teach-
ers to-provide effective instruction. It
also means that some students do not
have access to qualified teachers in all
subjects. This can have a negative
impact on their academic achieve-
ment.

The Balochistan government ought
to take some pragmatic steps to
address the shortage of teachers and
speed up the recruitment process
keeping merit on top priority. The
government and authorities con-
cerned must take the education sector
as a test case and should not compro-
mise in this regard, and increase the
budget of education. There should be
strict check and balance on teachers’
attendance particularly in remote
areas where the shortage of teach-
ers is felt more than in district head-
quarters.

There is also a need to improve the
working conditions for teachers, espe-
cially in remote areas. This could
include providing better housing and
transportation, as well as increasing
salaries.

The teachers must be provided more
professional development opportuni-
ties, so that they can continue to learn
and grow. By taking these steps, the
Balochistan government can make
progress in addressing the short-
age of teachers and improving the
quality of education for all children in
the province. It is hoped that recruit-
ment of teachers would not be delayed
anymore.
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