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Dated: 2 0_$UN 2024 ?age No.
Governor hails UN agencies

assistance to Balochistan govt

APP
QUETTA: United Nations
(UN) Resident and
Humanitarian Coordinator

Muhammad Yahya called on
Balochistan Governor Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail gt the
Governors House on Tuesday.
During the meeting, the sta-
bility of infrastructure in the
province, Sustainable
Development  Goals (SDGgs),
development needs, measures to
deal with natural disasters, the
harms of global warming and
awakening a collective sense of
rights and duties among the peo-
ple were discussed, )
Govemor Balochistan Jaffar

‘| Khan Mandokhail said that the

correct determination of the
objectives indicated the real des-
tination. therefore, we: have to
demonstrate the efficient use of
financial " arrangements and

| human resources in order to

reach the destination and set the
pace of development.

He said that in this regard,
sixteen = different  subsidiary
organizations of the United
Nations. in Balochistan were

ooy —

providing support and guidance
to the Balochistan governiment
in various areas of life, with
whosegpartnership we were set-
ting new goals for achieving our
development needs and SDGs.

The Governor said that it was
our misfortune that Balochistan
was  still economically and
socially backward compared to
other provinces of the country,
due to the small but scattered
population of the province, it
was very difficult to provide all
the basic facilities to the people,
for which we need the help and
guidance of international insti-
tutions, he said adding that in
view of the observance of
human rights, we have made
concrete arrangements for all
our national priorities, develop-
ment projects and future action
plans which were yielding posi-
tive results.

He said that apart from this,
we were ‘also trying to teach
women’s economic independ-
ence and modemn skills to the
new generation. While appreci-
ating the full cooperation of:the
United Nations agencies, he sajd
that overcoming the initia] d;ff-

culties in achieving the goals of
sustainable development and
respecting human rights was
definitely a positive develop-
ment but they were using all the
available resources to expand
the efficiency of their institu-
tions and to raise its quality.
During the meeting, the stability
of infrastructure in the prov-
ince, Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), development
needs, measures to deal with

natural disasters, the harms of .

global warming and awakening
a collective sense of rights and
duties among the people were
discussed. .

Governor Balochistan said
that you should help us avoid the
harm of global warming and
provide full support in estab-
lishing modern trauma centers
at the district level and ensuring

\

the provision of basic facilities |
to those living below the poverty |

line.

The provincial head of UNDP
Zulfiqar Durrani and

Principal
Secretary to Governor
Balochistan  Hashim Khan
Ghilzai were also Present in the
meeting.
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QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Tuesday said that Balochistan government was determined to
make the province polio free.

He expressed these views while talking to a delegation led
by Chairman of Polio Oversight Board and President of Global
Development Division of Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

. Dr. Christopher Elias called on him here. During the meeting,
it was agreed to coordinate the anti-polio campaign in the
province. .

Talking to the delegation, Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
said that efforts would be intensified to eliminate polio from
the province in collaboration with international partners and
national institutions. Full security is being provided ta the
workers assigned to the anti-polio campaign in Balochistan,
he said. The chief minister said that the federal and provincial
governments were committed to the success of the polio erad-
ication campaign by providing the necessary technical exper-
tise. .

The members of the delegation under the leadership of Dr.
Christopher Elias informed the chief minister about the ongo-
ing measures to eradicate polio and appreciated the govern- |
ment’s determination to get rid of this disease. The delegation
also highlighted the problems being faced during the immuni- -
zation campaign. . o

Mir Sarfraz Bugti assured the delegation that by solving the

difficulties and problems being faced by the anti-polio cam-
paign teams in the province, the campaign would be carried
out in a coordinated manner and the desired goals to be
achieved. Provincial Health Minister Balochistan Sardarzada
Faisal Khan Jamali and other officials were also present in the
| meeting. At the end of the meeting Dr. C]ll:lsllophl:l Flms pre- :
sented a souvenir to Balochistan Chief_ Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti. Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti said that the province -
is determined to make Balochistan polio-free in collaboration
with international partners and national institutions. Effors
to eradicate polio will be intensified in [}nlocluslan. Tull secu-
rity is being provided to the workers assigned to the nmi-po_lio
campaign in Balochistan. The members of the delegation * »
under the leadership informed the Chief _Minister of -
Balochistan about the ongoing measures to eradicate polio and
appreciated the government's determination to get rid of this
disease. The delegation also highllghted the problems faced
during the immunization campaign. s

He assured that by solving the dlrﬁC\'ﬂllt! and Emblgms \
faced by the anti-polio campaign teams in the province, the
achievement of the desired goals will be ensured by advancing
the campaign in a coordinated manner,
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Monsoon

contingency plan

The monsoon season in Balochistan is
officially set to beginin July, with forecasts
predicting heavier than usya] rainfall, rais-
ing concerns about potentia] damage in

Department has issyed a warning indicat-
ing the likelihood of significant monsoon
rains across Balochistan. Areas particu-
larly at risk include the Lasbela district,
Naseerabad, and the Makran division,
where the intensified rainfall could cause
substantial damage. In 2022 MONsoon rains

- and floods inflicted historical destruction

to the property, infrastructure, agriculture,
livestock and human lives. Even districts
like Chagai, Washuk, Nushki, Panjgour are
* far away from monsoon range but unprec-
edented rains and devastating floods also
caused numerous financal damages and

" human Josses in these districts. No doubt

the floods destroy aops, highways and
houses when there is no monsoon contin-

gency plan. It is really unfortunate that the'

history of devastations caused by floods
and rains still authorities concerned are not
well prepared to meet challenging situa-
tions which can be gauged from the fact a
bridge connecting Quetta with Sibi and
Sindh at Bolan district is still not con-
structed which was washed away in floods
last year. It is welcome that in preparation
for the monsoon’s impadt, the Provincial

Disaster Management Authority (PDMA)
has taken proactive measures. Sadly, peo-
ple particularly those living in remote areas
of Balochistan are already confronting the
challenge of poverty and backwardmss.
The farflung villages and townships
hardly get proper road infrastructure,
healthcare units and educational institu-
tions. But whenever there is any natural
calamity particularly floods the remote
areas go further back in terms of poverty
and it takes decades for affected people to
stand on their own feet. Massive floods had
also hit Naseerabad, Jaffarabad Jhal Magsi

and Sibi in 2010 and 2012 and therearestill -

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) who
are striving hard to resettle. Similarly, the
infrastructural damage still could be seer.
Thereis aneed fora comprehensive contin-
gency plan to mitigate the losses and dam.
ages during flood situations. The govern-
ment must train concerned authorities to
provide assistance to the people in the hour
of need besides conduction of flood drills,
installation of flood early warning systems,
The PDMA must be well prepared to meet
any emergent situation and the repercus-
sions of monscon flooding have always
had along lasting socioeconomic impactin
plains and mountainous areas, Waterways
of problematic nullahs,
cleanliness of the drainage system in the
cities need to be cleared to mitigate dam-
ages. Nodoubtit is difficult to meet natural
calamities however timely preparation and
aproper strategy can mitigate the losses,
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