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Governor calls for supporting
agriculture in Balochistan

Staff Report

Governor
Balochistan Jafar  Khan
Mandokhail has said that agri-
culture is the backbone of the
country’s economy, but at the
level of Balochistan in the last

, tWo to three decades, drought,

| destructive
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rains, electricity
loadshedding and non-supply of
specific agricultural package,
this backbone has become very
weak. "
There is no more power left in
the farmers to carry the load and
if this weak backbone is not
strengthened immediately, then
the landowners of Balochistan
will face many dangers and con-
cerns. 1 o
He said this while talking to

the officials of Balochistan
Landlords Action Committee
under the leadership of former
Member Provincial Assembly
Malik Naseer Ahmed Shahwani
and Haji Abdul Rehman Bazai
at Governor House Quetta. On
this occasion, Governor
Balochistan Jafat Khan
Mandukhel * gave a special
instruction that Qesco should
immediately provide 6-hour
electricity with full voltage to
all agricultural feeders,
Otherwise, huge losses will be
caused to the gardens, standing
crops and vegetables.

He said that the agriculture

sector has a very important role
in providing food to the people
across the country and provid-
ing raw materials to the indus-

trial sector. For the economic
development of Balochistan, it1s |
necessary to develop the agri-
culture and livestock sectors on
modern lines. [

Balochistan Governor Jafar|
Khan Mandukhel assured to
inform the Prime Minister (.)f
Pakistan Mian Shehbaz Sharif
very soon about all the probleins
faced by the landlords across the
province.

Following that, he said, the
problems of medium farmers
should be resolved after which
tube wells with solar energy
should be installed free of cost
for the big farmers so that farm-
ers’ - problems could be
addressed across the province
and they could grow plenty of
grain and fodder for livestock.
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CM d Home Zahid Saleem, IG Police Balochistan Abdul Khalique

Shaikh, Commander Anti-Narcotics Force Balochis!.au
B Brig Adnan Danish Khan, Secretary Excise and Taxation

steps to eradicate
drugs from society

Sayed Zafar Ali Bukhari, Director General Social Welfare o

Shabir Ahmed Badini and Commissioner Quetta Division N

Hamza Shafqaat and other officials concerned were present - .

in the meeting. i L
,Hereiterated his commitment to establish more rehabilita- - L S

Vows to establish more rehabilitation
centers for drug addicts

APP

tion" centers with the support of welfare institutions. He
emphasized that the rehabilitation of drug addicts At-the
same time. it is also necessary 10 eliminate drug dealers from
the society so that this destructive addiction growing among

the youth can be fully controlled and we can secure the
future of our future generations. Provincial Home Minister
Mir Ziaullah Longo, Parliamentary Secretary Social Welfare
Haji Wali Muhammad Noorzai, Parliamentary Secretary
Excise and Taxation Haji Muhammad Khan Lahri, Secretary
Social Welfare Abdhl Rehman Buzdar, Additional Chijef
Secretary Interior Zahid Saleem, IG Police Balochistan
Abdul Khaliq Sheikh, Commander Anti-Narcotics Force
Balochistan Brigadier Adnan Danish Khan, Secretary Excise
and Taxation Syed Zafar Alj Bukhari, Director General
Social Welfare Shabbir Ahmed Badini and Commisséioner
_Quella Division Hamishglmljxg other relevant officials

QUETTA: A meeting presided over by Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz A hmed Bugti oo Monday decided to
formulate a committee under the chairmanship of secretary
social welfare department to make functional the rehabilita-
tion centers for the rehabilitation of drug-affected persons. i
The committee was directed to prepare comprehensive pro- |
posals for eradicating drugs and rehabilitation of addicted per-
sons within a week and present it in the next meeting. The
chief minister directed 1o establish separate rehabilitation
centers for treatment of women suffering from drug addic-

tion. ) .
He also ordered that a plan for the establishment of residen-

tial rehabilitation center with a capacity of 2500 people in
Quetta and further measures for eradicating drugs.
Addressing the meeting, Sarfraz Bu_gu said that measures
for the prevention of menace of drug which was spreading rap-
idly in the society, were indjsp:m_ablc on an emergency bns_u.
The chief minister reiterated his commitment to es(abhs_h
more rehabilitation centers with the support of welfare organi-

i ckle the menace in the province.
w;;:sstlge:;ed that along with the rehabilitation of drug

P it w important (o take action against drug

pac ‘1lo“15r:¢ilis:a:c pl:he menace fmzn the sociely.

d“]t“' tan Minster for Home Mir Ziaullah I'__m:gy.u.r

B.l?dm tary Secretary for Social Welfare Haji Wali

p;r{umcnad I)ffoorzai, Parliamentary Secretary Excise and : .
Muhl.mm ii Mubammad Kban Lehri, Secr.elny Social .

T;:;:;?A';;il Rehman Buzdar, Additional Chief Secretary

€ .
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Balochistan Budget

Balochistan's Rs955.6 billion budget for 2024-25 presents an opportunity
for the new PPP led government to break the cycle of unfulfilled promises ' -
and misused resources. By prioritizing the completion of ongoing projects, '
implementing transparent and strategic resource allocation, tackling finan-
cial corruption, and addressing the root causes of political disaffection, the
government can begin to rebuild public trust and pave the way for sustain-
able development. While the challenges are significant, the potential
rewards a more prosperous, stable, and inclusive Balochistan are well worth
the effort. The Rs955.6 billion budget for Balochistan for the fiscal year~ .
2024-25 makes numerous pledges to the impoverished citizens of Pakistan's .
largest yet least populous province. Most of these promises, if not all, will
likely remain unmet by the end of the fiscal year a pattern that has been
observed repeatedly in previous years. The first budget of the new PPP led -
government in this conflict-ridden province underscores a persistent lack of
effort to impose fiscal discipline or reform provincial development expendi-
ture, despite a growing throw-forward of incomplete schemes. The budget's

. allocation of a significant portion of the Rs321 billion development funds

" for over 2,700 new schemes, instead of focusing on completing ongoing
projects to reduce the burden of development throw-forward, illustrates how
successive governments misuse taxpayers' money to maintain political f
alliances. These alliances often falter, leading to defections when challenges
arise. This cycle repeats in Balochistan every few years. '

The enduring mistrust in Balochistan's political leadership stems from.
chronic poor governance, inconsistent development, and rampant financial
corruption. With nearly 60% of the province's population living below the

* poverty line and a widening trust deficit between the populace and rulers, it
is unsurprising to witness rising political disaffection and escalating militan- -
cy. The deteriorating law and order situation in Balochistan demands that
provincial authorities prioritize political and financial governance improve-
ments, starting with significant development budget reforms, to bridge the
trust gap. Meaningful change will not happen overnight. The present gov-
emment can take the first step by formulating a long-term development
strategy to allocate resources transparently across targeted geographical
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areas, sectors, and schemes. Implementing such a strategy would ensure that
the benefits of development reach people throughout Balochistan through
the efficient use of the province's limited financial resources. Balochistan's .
budget for 2024-25 is a stark reminder of the province's recurring issues.
The focus on new projects, rather than completing ongoing ones, exacer-
bates the existing backlog of unfinished schemes. This not only wastes , o
resources but also undermines public confidence in the government's abili-
ty to deliver on its promises. The provincial government must prioritize the’
“completion of existing projects to demonstrate its commitment to tangible
~ development and rebuild public trust. The allocation of development funds
L8 should be strategic, focusing on high-impact projects that address the

' province's most pressing needs. By concentrating on sectors such as health-
care, education, and infrastructure, the government can make meaningful
improvements in the lives of Balochistan's residents. Transparent resource
allocation and rigorous project monitoring are crucial to ensuring that funds
are used effectively and that development projects are completed on time -
and within budget. L .

Tackling financial corruption is essential for restoring public trust in the
provincial government. Corruption not only diverts resources away from ) )
essential services but also perpetuates inequality and disenfranchises the
population. The government must implement strict anti-corruption meas-
ures, including transparent procurement processes, independent audits, and
robust oversight mechanisms, to ensure accountability and build a culture of
integrity. Addressing the root causes of political disaffection and militancy
requires more than just financial investments; it demands a comprehensive
approach that includes political, social, and economic reforms. Engaging.
with local communities, fostering inclusive governance, and‘addressing'
grievances through dialogue and negotiation are critical components of a.
sustainable peace-building strategy. The government must work towards
creating an environment where all citizens feel heard, valued, and empow-
ered to contribute to the province's development.
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