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R Mandokhail takes o

ath as 24th

Governor of Balochistan

Says ready to hold talks with anybody willing to see peace in the province

Staff Report

QUETTA: Provincial Presi-
dent  of Pakistan Muslim
League (N) Sheikh Jafar Khan
Mandokhail on Monday took
oath as the 24th Govemor of
Balochistan,

The swearing-in ceremony of
Governor Balochistan was held
on the lawn of Governor House
Quetta, in which Chief Justice
Balochistan High Court Justice
Hashim Kakar administered the
oath of oflice.to Sheikh Jafar
Khan Mandukhel.

Chief Minister Balochistan
* Mir Sarfraz. Bugti, Senators,

-National Assembly Members, -
Provincial - Ministers, - Balo-

—

chistan Assembly Members,
Chief  Secretary ~ Balochistan
Shakeel Qadir Khan, Senior
Burcaucrats, IG Police, Vice
Chancellors of Jamaat, political
and tribal elders participated.
Governor Balochistan Sheikh
Jafar Khan Mandokhail be-
longs to Doab district of Balo-
chistan, he received his primary
cducation from Quetta and
also graduated from Quetta,
he started politics in 1974. e
is considered among the senior
politicians of Balochistan.

Sheikh Jafar Khan Mandukhel
first contested election from
Doab provincial assembly scat
on ‘Muslim League ticket in
-1988. The .govemor of Balo-

chistan won on the ticket of
Muslim League (Q) in 2002
elections, he won in 2013 elec-
tions and held three depart-
ments of Board of Revenue,
Excise and Transport, and in
the 2018 clections he won on
the ticket of Muslim League
(N).

He was a candidate but was
defeated by Mutha Khan, the
candidate of BAP Party, in the
2024 ¢lections, he was a candi-
date of Muslim League (N) but
he was defeated by a candidate
of JUI

Mandokhail has said that the
society in which communica-
tion channels are closed is a
society of oppression. It is not

the federal government but the
people here who are abusing
it. There is no account of the
money received from the fed-
eral government. )
If there is good governance 1n
the province, then the federal
government will also come for-
ward to help. He said this dur-
ing the swearing-in cetemony.
Later talking to the media said.
He said that he has spoken for
the rights of the province in the
past and will continue to do so
in the future. He has fought the
case of the province and will
continue to fight. Peace and se-
curity will be the first priority. I
will play my role in relation to
peace and secunity.
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- CM, ministers call
on President

Staff Report .

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz §
Bugti and provincial ministers on Monday called on
President Asif Ali Zardari at the CM House. ] X
The provincial ministers included Mir Sadiq Umrani, y =y
Ali Madad Jattak, Mir Zahoor Buledi, Sardar Abdur )
Rehman Kethran, Mir Saleem Khosa, Faisal Jamali,

Gazal Gola and Nawab Sanaullah Zehri, a member

of the provincial assembly and senior PPP |eader, the

President Secretariat Press Wing said in a press release.

Earlier, President Asif Alj Zardari amrived in Quetta

on a maiden official visit to Balochistan after assum-

. ing office.

2 2, 3 : ] A
. & 5 5
z N 3 : v 2 y -~ !
. i £L0 LG -‘!i- SR A m
3 > i 3
s A= Woae i ¥\
s B £

| e GG G e alochistan Sheikh Jafar Mandokhail receives President Zardari upon arrival
e g%moﬁmnggso &nﬁggg:gtgassarfraz Bugti also present on the occasion.
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Mushroom growth
of private schools

The growth of private schools is fast

increasing in Balochistan. Their gleam.- .

ing buildings and promises of a polished
education are luring parents away from
the oft-maligned public system. ‘But js
this rapid growth a sign of progress or a
Symptom of deeper sacietal fissures? For
many parents, private schools represent
a chance to break the cycle of poverty
and secure a brighter future for their
children. They see it as an investment, a
risk they’re willing to take to climb the
social ladder. This upward mobility,
driven by education, can be a powerful
engine for progress, both for individuals
and for the nation as a whole
Unforlunalely, in Balochistan the gov-
ernment-run schools are in precarious
condition. Around 70 percent of public
sector schools have no basic facilities
inchiding drinking water, electricity and
boundary, walls. Reportedly, 1.2 million
children aré in state-run schools, while
0.5 million childrenare in privale institu-
tions of Balochistan. Regrettably, the pri-
vate schools established in every nook
‘-and comer of the cities mostly do not ful-
 fill the criteria of schools but despite that
‘ they are getting N.O.C from concerned
- authorities and functioning without any
" hesitation. Most of the private schools

 located in residential areas particularly

-—

in Quetta lack playgrounds, wide class
rooms and other requirements which are
essential for schools, Private school own-
ers take”buildings in residential areas
and colonies on rent and establish
schools. In various parts of Quetta city
private schools are located which not
only do not fulfill the required require-
ment but also become trouble makers for
its neighbours. Business oriented schools
are located in congested areas, colonies
and small housing schemes which do not
fulfill the basic requirements of schools.
Therefore, in various parts of Quetta city

schools are established in rented build- ,

ings with no proper planning due to
which not only the education of children
is compromised but also the residents of
the area are disturbed.

The urbanization is increasing fastand
the quality of government schools
instead of improving is heading towards
degradation very fast, therefore parents
have no other choice but to send their
children to private schools. It is essential
that the government must improve the
condition and quality of government run
schools throughout the province so that
people could not depend on private
schools. Secondly, private schools estab-
lished in Quetta city and other districts
must be scrutinized if they really fulfill
the criteria to get NOC to open s¢haol.
No doubt a number of private schools
play a dynamic role in promotion of edu-
cation but those that violate the rules
must be checked. .
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0.5m tons wheat

CM allocates Rs5 billion for procurement

@ OUR CORRESPONDENT

(zmjx"m’

alochlstan government
has declded to procure
500,000 tons of wheat
under the provinclal gov-
¢rnment wheat procure-
ment policy 2024,

'In a bid to ensure food
securlty and support local
f].mncm, Chlef Minlster
Mir Sarfraz Bugt chaired an
Important meeting of the
Food Department, where
a comprehensive review
of the wheat procurement
policy and plan for 2024 was
undertaken, ;
yDurlng the mecting, it
was decided that the wheat
procurement process would
kick off from the upcorning
Monday across Balochistan.
Chlef Minister ordered the
procurement of 500,000
tons of wheat directly from
farmers this year, aiming to
bolster agricultural activi-
tles in the region.

" To facilitate the procure-
ment, the cabinet ap-
proved an allocation of
Rss billion, Chief Minister

. Bugtl directed the Finance

Department to release Rs2.5
billlon on Monday, with the
femalning amount sched-

. uled for release later thls

month, Addlitlonally, an

immediate release of 9139
milllon was sanctioned for
the purchase of bags essen-
tlal for the procurernent
process,

Chict Minister
Bugti reiterated his
commitiment to
providing reliet 1o
farmers and ensure
Lransparency

Speaking on the occaslon,
Chief Minister Bugti reiter-
ated hils commitment to
providing relicf to farmers
and ensure transparency In
the functioning of the Food
Department, He expressed
determination to eradi-
cate corruption and restore
trust in the department, ac-
knowledging the past scan-
dals that had tarnished {t3

reputation,
Secretary Food
Balochistan, Asghar

Harifal, briefed the meet-
ing on the finalized steps
for wheat procurement,
indicating a proactive ap-
proach towards executing
the plan.

Provincial Food Minister
Noor Muhammad Damar

and Mir Tarlq Magsl were
among the key partici-
pants, underscoring the
government’s concerted ef-
forts in this regard.

The meeting alzo zaw the
presence of Chief Secretary
Balochlstan Shakeel Qadlr
¥Khan, Principal Secretary
Imran Zarkoon, Special
Secretary Isfandlar Baloch,
and other relevant officlals,
reflecting a collaborative ap-
proach towards Implernent-
fng the wheat procurement
plan effectively,

It may be recalled thatina
directive last month, Bugt
urged the Importance of
accountability and respon-
siveness to public concerns,
urging all government
mermnbers to actively engage
with the populace and ad-
dress their grievances,

“As elected representa-

“tives, it §s our solemnn duty

to lend an ear to the peo-
ple’s problems and work
tirelessly to resolve them,”
he said.

“We have been entrusted
with a mandate to serve
the public and restore their
fafth in the state and its in-
stitutions,” he said.

Chief Minister Bugti’s re-
marks come amidst a case
of recidivism involving a

pakistan Peoples party (PPP)
member provineial assemn-
bly, Ali Madad Jattak and a
professor at the University
of Balochistan, shedding
light on broader issues of
governance and account-
ability within the prov-
ince. The PPP lawmaker
was accused of using an
aggressive and inappropri-
ate language with a fernale
university professor, This
caused an outcry on social
media prompting the Chief
Minister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfaraz Bugd to seek apol-
ogy on behalf of Ali Madad
Jattak from the female
professor.

“Where mistakes have
been made, the government
stands ready to offer sincere
apologies to the people,” af-
firmed Chief Minister Bugti.
“Our commitment lies in
service and improvement,
with a staunch rejection of
any malice or wrongdoing,”
he added,

Highlighting the sig-
nificance of women in
Pakistani politics, Chief
Minister expressed his pro-
found respect for female
leaders, particularly cit-

ing the legacy of Nusrat|

Bhutto and Benazir Bhutto

Shaheed within the PPP,
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