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Small loans for
graduates

Itisa healthy move that the Balochistan
Fovernment has chalked cut a plan to pro-
Vide small loans on easy terms to gradu-
ales so that they could set up livestock
farms or start a business in other sectors.
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti
said at a meeting of the Livestock and
Dairy Development Department, an
amount of Rs 2 billion would be allocated
for the flagship programme to be imple-
mented in collaboration with the Akhuwat
Foundation. It was also decided in the
meeting to launch mobile units in 36 dis-
tricts of the province for the vaccination of
livestock. The finance department was
asked to release funds for the drive.
Luckily, Balochistan has great potential in
livestock as approximately more than 70
per cent people in the province are directly
or indirectly associated with agriculture
and livestock. Unfortunately, the succes-
sive government in the province badly
neglected the agriculture and livestock
sector due to which these sectors once

" . generated good revenue but now are in

dilapidated condition and need govern-
ment serious attention. Now the decision
of the provincial government to provide

- small loans to graduates will help reduce

unemployment and provide an opportu-
nity to graduates to exhibit their talent
There is no doubt, our graduates are brim-

ming with potential, but many struggle to
translate their knowledge into carcers,
particulardy in agriculture and livestock.
A key solution lies in facilitating their
entry into the livestock farming sector.
This can be achieved through a strategic
initiative offering easy access to loans

difically designed for gmduates setting up.

livestock farms. The current scenario pre-

sents a roadblock. Traditional loan options

often come with high interest rates and
stringent collateral requirements. This
discourages graduates, many burdened
with student debt, from taking the finan-

cial leap into livestock farming, Providing

small loans easily with lower interest rates
and more flexible collateral options would

be a gamechanger. Graduates, with their--
youthful energy and entrepreneurial '
Spirit, can revitalize the industry and '

ensure its long-term  sustainability.

Livestock farming thrives in rural areas. .

Easy loan programs can encourage gradu-
ates to return to their roots, stimulating

rural economies and creating local jobs.

This would not only foster a sense of com- -

munity but also address issues of rural-
urban migration. Equipping graduates
with the practical skills required for suc-
cessful livestock farming will significantly
improve their chances of success. This ini-
tiative is an investment in our future. By
empowering graduates to become live-
stock farmers, it is not just creating jobs;
but securing a sustainable food supply,
stimulating rural development, and inject-
ing fresh ideas into a vital industry.-

~
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